Linda Brigode-Katstra:  

I need to start out by letting everyone know that the Three Angels Orphanage team FOUND Baby Katya the day we left, and she is safe at the orphanage! Thanks GOD!  

Katya’s mother brought her to the orphanage around the corner from our guesthouse on Thursday to give her up for adoption (like her first 2 children), but the baby was too premature, small and young (5 weeks).  When she left that evening for her 3-4 hour walk “home” (she’s homeless), the staff of Three Angels heard she had sold her prenatal vitamins & baby formula and planned to abandon the baby.  They organized a team to search Katya’s neighborhood until they found her!

The orphanage staff, like so many Haitians we met that week, were extremely motivated & sincere about improving the health of Haiti’s children.

Viergenia is a rural health worker who helped raise money to buy a cock-fighting ring in her tiny village of Jolie Trou (“pretty hole”).  Her coop then got financial assistance from International Child Care to build a beautiful health center in the middle of that mountainous rain forest, where people walk up to 3 hours for medical care twice a month.  Viergenia and other health workers have been trained to vaccinate & educate, and they proudly walk long hours in the bush to provide health education and immunizations to folks who otherwise wouldn’t have either.
They have the will, but not the resources.  The health center is bare, except for 2 Mondays a month when a nurse & medical team bring supplies & basic medications, and provide medical care.  

There is so much potential in Jolie Trou!  There is an organized team of health workers who work hard to improve the health of their community, with no medications or equipment.  Think what they could do with some medical equipment, education materials, more training, encouragement…  

I sense another mission trip possibility!

