
Trinity Tidings 

September 2016 
 

Trinity Church is a fellowship seeking to share the love and word of Jesus Christ 
with all. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rally Weekend ~ September 10th & 11th 

Peace Islands Institute & Trinity Gathering & Luncheon 

Confirmation Class Begins 

Bakeless Bake Sale 

Fall Congregational Reading Book 

ESL & SSL Classes 

Sea & the Soul Women’s Retreat 

Fall Small Groups Begin 

KidVenture Begins 
 
 



From the Pastor 
 

Divine Anticipation 
 

I went on a three-day fishing trip with two friends.  The fishing wasn’t too good.  Oh, I caught a 
few, but just a few.  I had wanted to catch more, of course. 
 
Was the fishing trip a failure because I didn’t catch enough fish?  NOT AT ALL.  That’s because in 
addition to the fishing experience, there were several other highlights.  Such as the eagle eating 
his breakfast on a nearby rock.  Or the otter swimming near the boat, or the call of the loon to 
his mate.  Then there was the amazing sunset, the laughter with my friends, the new lake I got 
to explore, the towering pines, the chattering squirrels, the knocking woodpecker, the hooting 
of the owl, and the glide of the heron.  Indeed, every hour I experienced something that lifted 
my soul and refreshed my life.  Oh yes, this was a great trip. 
 
Sometimes we feel let down when we don’t encounter God in the way we think we will or 
should.  Perhaps you’ve left a worship service, or a time of prayer or Bible reading a bit 
disappointed.  But if we’re open to ALL of the possible ways that God might bless us or speak to 
us, we’ll find little disappointment.  For God is always reaching out to you, if you have a heart to 
see and feel it. 
 
It’s called DIVINE ANTICIPATION.  Sometimes we call them God sightings. 
 
I encourage you to be open to the possibility that you’ll experience God in many ways on any 
given day.  It just requires keeping open the eyes of your heart. 
 
This fall at Trinity, come, and you WILL encounter God. 
 

Blessings and peace to you and those whom you love, 
 

    Frank 
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Rally Weekend:  September 10th and 11th 
 

Start the new ministry year off with your church family on September 10th and 11th.  There are 
many reasons to come! 
 

 Our new year of educational ministry for children and students begins, including 
KidVenture, 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 

 
 Confirmation Class begins. 

 
 Purchase your fall congregational reading book. 

 
 A free outdoor lunch for the whole family. 

 
 Tap your toes with a dixieland ensemble in worship and at the lunch. 

 
 Signups for small groups begin. 

 
 Most of all, worship with our church family as we start off the fall season right….with 

God! 
 

Plan now to be at Trinity on Rally Weekend! 
 
 
 
 

Rally Day Community Lunch  

 

Who:  Everyone! 
 
When:  Sunday, September 11th, 10:15 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 
What:  Food, Fun, Fellowship 
 
Where:  In the driveway between the church office and the Thrift Shop 
 
Bring:  A Salad or Dessert to Share – We’ll Provide Burgers, Hotdogs & Drinks 
 

If your dish needs refrigeration during worship service, take it to Starr Hall where 
refrigerator space will be available. 
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2017 Confirmation Class Begins September 11th 
 

All students in grades eight and above are invited to participate in this year’s Confirmation Class 
that begins on September 11th.  Led by John and Jenny Forestiere and a faithful team of 
volunteers, students will have an amazing year of spiritual growth and learning in preparation 
for their confirmation next June. 
 

It’s very important for students to fully participate, so if you have a student or know of one in 
grade eight and above, be sure to encourage him or her to sign up by calling the church office. 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s English and Spanish Classes Resume 
 

Trinity will launch its 10th year of free English (ESL) and Spanish (SSL) classes on Saturday, 
September 17th with registration at 8 a.m. 
 

Spanish classes for speakers of other languages will meet on Saturdays, 8 – 9:30 a.m.  English 
classes for speakers of other languages will meet 9:30 – 11 a.m.  Trinity adults, along with 
teenage volunteers, provide free childcare for the children of adult students during class times.  
We welcome children of all ages. 
 

All classes and childcare take place in Trinity House at 212 East Moore Street.  Join us for 
coffee, registration and the first day of classes on Saturday, 10th at 8 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What do September 11th, October 9th, November 13th and 

December 11th have in common? 
 

Come to Starr Hall after worship on those Sundays. 
 

Take a second on Sunday to spend a second at the “Greetings” table. 
 

You’ll see.  You’ll like it, too! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Peace Islands Institute and Trinity Friendship 
Gathering and Luncheon 

 

Sunday, September 25th, 12:15 p.m. in Trinity House 
 
Peace Islands Institute is an organization that aspires to facilitate forums of mutual respect and 
collaboration, and to promote education, friendship and harmony, and act as an island of peace 
for all peoples in a society of different ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds. 
 

Trinity’s God in Many Faces ministry seeks to explore issues about race, faith traditions, ethnicity 
and social justice.  Our members are working to foster dialogue and understanding among the 
people with whom all of us may come in contact with in our communities, in church, in our 
places of work. 
 
Peace Islands and God in Many Faces have been collaborating in our efforts to bring our shared 
interests in a forum to Trinity, and we’re delighted to offer a Friendship Gathering and Luncheon 
on September 25th in Trinity House.  We’ll gather for dialogue and a delicious lunch of 
traditional Turkish food.  Through informal and facilitated conversations, attendees will have an 
opportunity to connect with Muslim representatives from Peace Islands.  Our Muslim friends will 
also join us for worship at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
 
Please consider joining us for this special opportunity.  Sign up using the Just Say Yes form in 
the worship bulletins or call the church office.  You must register to attend.  Also, for this first 
event, only Trinity parishioners and their guests are invited. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Learning Connection Coming to Campus 
 

We’re pleased to begin sharing our facilities in the main building with a Christian 
homeschooling cooperative called The Learning Connection.  This organization of families who 
homeschool their children will be using most of the downstairs of the main building plus Starr 
Hall most Thursdays during the coming year.  There will be about 100 students and parents 
having a variety of special classes.  They begin on September 15th.  If you’re in the building on a 
Thursday when they’re here, be sure to say “hi” and welcome them to our campus. 
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     It’s Past Time! 

 
 
 
 
It’s past time for our summer Bakeless Bake Sale.  Due to your UMW treasurer’s house problems 
caused by an extreme storm that put a huge tree across the driveway, tearing wires off the 
house, etc., etc., and due to health problems that kept your treasurer down too long, well, the 
Summer Bakeless Bake Sale is being held right now in SEPTEMBER. 
 
Anyone who would like to help the Camden Neighborhood Center or the Paterson Center that 
both serve children and seniors to provide quality of life, or Christina Fowler’s work with youth 
in Washington, DC, or the many other places that United Methodist Women support, is 
welcomed and encouraged to NOT bake and to send the money they would have spent on 
making a cake, pie or other goodie to Trinity UMW. 
 
Give your contribution to Edna Barrier or mail it to her at 19 Old Wolfe Road, Budd Lake, N.J., 
07828.  Make checks payable to:  TUMWOMEN.  Mark it Bakeless Sale, and it will go to help folks 
in poverty areas.  Thank you, thank you, thank YOU! 
 
AND be sure to mark your calendar – November 5th, Trinity Craft Fair.  It will be a great day to 
do some Christmas shopping, have lunch with friends and help persons in need.  It’s soooo 
much fun.  Don’t miss it! 
 
Special Invite – for anyone interested in attending the Greater New Jersey United Methodist 
Women Fall Meeting on October 15th; 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the GNJUMC Mission Resource 
Center in Neptune, N.J.  The theme is Environmental Justice.  The new center, from which N.J. 
Methodism now emerges, is an inspiring site.  The topic is important.  The speaker has 
experience and working knowledge of the topic.  Lunch will be served for $10.  Let Edna know if 
you would like to ride with her:  nebarrier@aol.com.  Hope to have a car full! 

 
FAITH ~ HOPE ~ LOVE IN ACTION 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  September 12th 
The Martha Friendship Circle begins its first meeting of the fall on Monday, September 12th at 
2 p.m. in Heath Village’s Grille.  It will be a very special meeting:  Getting to Know You.  You’ll 
meet my new partner, Lauren Mount, from Trinity.  I’ve known Lauren for several years.  She’s a 
very special person:  warm, friendly and with a great sense of humor.  She’s looking forward to 
meeting all of you.  I know you’ll enjoy her and I’m happy to share this leadership role with her.  
Joining us at this meeting is our Associate Pastor, Deb De Vos.  She’ll speak with us and give us 
a chance to get to know her.  We want to get to know each other a little bit more, so please 
bring a photo, album, story or thought to share with us.  Please feel free to bring a friend and 
join us on the 12th.  We’re sure to have a happy time together.  Look forward to seeing you.  
Peace and blessings, Ginny Bormann.  For more information about the Martha Friendship Circle, 
contact the church office (908-852-3020). 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, September 10th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  October 16th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, October 15th, and on the 16th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find 
Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  September 25th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  December 25th – January 1st 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, September 24th 

 

Midnight Run: Breakfast Run September 17th 
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Congregational Reading Book: 
Lessons from a Sheep Dog 

 

Our fall congregational reading book is now for sale before or after worship services in Starr 
Hall or in the church office.  Lessons from a Sheep Dog is a brief, but meaningful book of 
lessons from Lass, a Border Collie.  The cost is just $5, and because of this inexpensive price 
we’re encouraging you to buy two and give one to a friend, either within the church or beyond.  
Pastors will use this book as the basis of a four-week sermon series beginning September 24th 
and 25th.  Get your copy or copies soon, begin reading and join in our sermon series in late 
September. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Come See the New Look at Trinity 
 

You need to come see the new look in the main Trinity building right away.  That’s because it’s 
truly amazing what our Trustees, Family Ministry Team and others have done to “refresh” the 
look of the main foyer, Rotunda, downstairs classrooms and hallways, and more.  Much of this is 
related to KidVenture, our new experiential early childhood spiritual formation ministry. 
 

Other changes are just because we haven’t refreshed some of our spaces since construction of 
the building in 1990, or because wear and tear have done their inevitable work.  We think you’ll 
love the color, pictures, carpet and much more.  The big rollout is Rally Sunday, September 
11th.  Be sure to come that morning! 
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Changes in Our Clergy Team 
 

As of July 1st, our clergy team has some changes. 
 

 Rev. Jenny Smith Walz is now working half time as Associate Pastor. 
 

 Rev. Deb De Vos is full time as an Associate Pastor. 
 

 Pastor Anthony Pami continues as a part-time Congregational Care Pastor. 
 

 Rev. Paul Wells is serving as interim Congregational Care Pastor until October 1st. 
 

 On October 1st, Ginny Thorp will begin serving as a Congregational Care Lay Minister. 
 

 Rev. Deborah Kauffman has retired from her ministry with Trinity. 
 

There’s no change regarding Dr. Frank Fowler or Rev. Don Gebhard, who remain in full-time 
ministry with us.  All of our clergy team remain committed and available to serve and minister to 
and with you and your family. 
 

A note about terminology:  Clergy who are fully ordained by the United Methodist Church may 
be called reverend.  Those serving, but not ordained, may be called pastor under certain 
circumstances.  Thus, seminary student Anthony Pami’s designation.  Ginny Thorp has no 
seminary training, but will be working toward becoming a Certified Lay Minister in the UMC, and 
thus her title. 
 
 
 
 

Do You Like the TV Series, Survivor? 
 

Then you’ll want to watch this fall, because Trinity young adult member, Will Wahl, is in the cast.  
Will grew up in Trinity, went on our mission trip to Haiti last January, and soon after was in Fiji 
as a member of the Survivor cast.  Will is off to college this fall, but you can see him on TV 
“surviving.” 
 
 
 
 

Holy Land Trip Planned for 2018 
 

A 10-day trip to Israel and the sites of the Holy Land is being planned for February, 2018.  It will 
be led by Dr. Frank Fowler, Nancy Soleau and Leslie Williams-Wexler.  An information meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, October 16th.  All are welcome.  Watch the October Tidings for full details. 
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The Sea and the Soul Women’s Retreat 2016 

September 23rd and 24th 

 

It's that time again!  September and the Women Growing in Faith Retreat always go together, 
and it's time to register and secure your place.  Those of you who’ve been a part of this special 
once-a-year event know how God has worked in your heart during our shared time together.  
Those who haven’t treated yourself to this special retreat in the past, mark your calendars and 
make this a gift to yourself. 
 

We’ve reserved the entire Ocean Grove Retreat House for our event, so bring a friend or loved 
one.  We gather Friday in Ocean Grove between 5 and 7 p.m., enjoy dinner together and then an 
evening program.  Saturday, we share breakfast, programs, lunch, beach time and a conclusion 
of communion on the beach. 
 

Registration begins NOW!  The registration fee is $85 (scholarships available), which includes 
the overnight stay, all meals and programs.  A deposit in the amount of $40 is required to hold 
your place.  Join us and share in this spiritually growing and renewing experience.  Directions 
and information about what to bring will be sent in September to all registrants.  If you have any 
questions, please call Joanne Stiehl at 973-479-4019 or Susan Manhire at 908-852-1741. 
 
 
Name: ________________________ Phone Number: _________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Fee Enclosed _______________or Deposit Enclosed _________________ 

Please send the registration form along with your deposit to the Trinity church office, attention 

of Nancy Soleau.   Make checks payable to TUMC, and in the memo put WGIF Retreat. 
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Choirs and Praise Bands Resume Rehearsals 
 

If you’re interested in joining, call the director for more information. 
 

Vocal Choirs 
 

Chancel Choir for adults 
Thursday rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. 
Room 108 
MaryRose Kummerfeldt, director: 
908-479-0781 

 
Trinity Singers 
for students in grades 7 – 12 
Wednesday rehearsals at 8 p.m. 
Music Room 
Ann Hibler, director:  908-852-2634 

 
Music Makers 
for students in grades 4 – 6 
Monday rehearsals at 7 p.m. 
Music Room 
Karen Reed, director:  908-876-4668 

 
Littlest Angels 
for children in grades K – 3 
Monday rehearsals at 5:30 p.m. 
Music Room 
Karen Reed, director:  908-876-4668 

 
 

Hand Bell Choirs 
 

Brick Church Ringers for adults 
Tuesday rehearsals at 8 p.m. 
Music Room 

 
Agape Ringers for adults 
Thursday rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Trinity Ringers 
for students in grades 7 – 12 
Tuesday rehearsals at 7 p.m. 
Music Room 

 
Peace Ringers 
for students in grades 3 – 6 
Thursday rehearsals at 5:30 p.m. 
Music Room 
 

Jill Fedon, director: 
908-835-1491 

 
 

Singers & Instrumentalists 
 

Celebration Praise Band 
Monday rehearsals at 7 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Mike Galley, director:  908-979-0916 

 
Saturday Night Praise Band for adult & 
student singers & instrumentalists 
Saturday rehearsals at 3 p.m. 
Room 400 
Rev. Don Gebhard, director:  908-852-3020 

 
Youth Praise Band for student singers & 
instrumentalists in grades 9 - 12 
Thursday rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. 
Room 400 
Gretchen Smith, director:  201-874-0104 

Music Room 
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A Special Invitation for Your 4th - 6th grader 
 

   
 
 
 

Does music make you feel good? 
Do you like singing different kinds of music? 

Trinity’s Music Makers choir! 
 

  4th - 6th graders (Bring your friends, too!) 

 Mondays, 7 - 8 p.m., starting Sept. 12th 

 Sing music that makes you feel good and spiritual. 

 Help choose the music — we sing all different kinds. 

 Make the music and the message your own by experimenting with 

songs, harmonies and instruments. 
 

Questions?  Call or email Karen Reed at 908-876-4668 or cleogeo@comcast.net. 
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A Special Invitation for Your K - 3rd Grader 

 

Join the fun! 

   
 

Littlest Angels Choir! 
 

Who:  K - 3rd graders (Bring your friends, too!) 

When: Mondays, 5:30 - 6:15 p.m., starting on Sept. 12th 

Where: The Music Room off the Rotunda at Trinity 

Why:  We sing, dance, play instruments and just enjoy being 

together! 
 

Questions?  Call Karen Reed 908-876-4668 or cleogeo@comcast.net. 
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In HIS Steps 2017 
 

Commitment Weekend:  November 5th and 6th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Church Directory 
Our new Trinity Pictorial Directory will be arriving in early September.  Look for information in 
worship bulletins and on the website.  Thanks to the Directory Committee for its great work:  

Fran Blaskopf, Melissa Deible, Betsy Hart, Linda Bodei, Sharon Hoff and Fredda Vrooman. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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God with Us 
Pastor Anthony Pami 

 

On Monday, July 25th, I “boarded” my blue Corolla after another “day at the office.”  I ventured 
towards home, as I do most every weekday around that time.  On this particular Monday, 
Mother Nature had brought forth a violent mid-summer storm complete with ominous skies, 
torrential rain and startling lightning strikes.  Along with the storm, as you might expect, came a 
healthy dose of extra traffic along interstate 80, and with that an extra dose of time in my 
vehicle.  While, on most every other day, I’d be close to or already rolling into my homestead 
driveway at around 6:30 p.m., it was not so on this particular Monday.  So when Dr. Fowler rang 
my cell asking if I could visit Elmer (Richie) Almodovar in St. Claire’s Hospital in Dover, I couldn’t 
help but feel some sense of providence realizing I was less than three miles east of the hospital 
when the call arrived.  Richie was seemingly unconscious when I arrived, having suffered a 
massive heart attack weeks prior and thus, my embrace of his generous hands and my sharing 
of the Lord’s Prayer may have seemed un-noticed.  But yet, I left trusting that Richie felt God’s 
presence in those moments.  I left St. Claire’s just before 7 p.m. that night and would learn (two 
days later) that at around the same time, Richie’s daughter-in-law, while bathing her daughter 
miles away in Hackettstown, experienced an overwhelming feeling that she must go now to be 
with Richie.  And so she did.  She visited Richie and shortly after, he would leave this world to be 
with God. 
 
I trust and believe that God is always with us and that God was most certainly with Richie 
throughout his life and his death.  And I trust that God’s presence doesn’t require our presence.  
But yet, it does seem that God willingly and actively asks us to be present so that others may 
become more aware that God is with them.  On July 25th, God used me and Richie’s daughter-
in-law to make sure that Richie knew he was not alone — that God was indeed with him. 
 
It’s my blessing and privilege to serve at Trinity simply by being “with” people.  In those 
encounters, I’m given more than I can possible give to others.  In my brief time with Richie and 
in the days that followed with his family, I was given a glimpse of a generous life, a life that 
served as a reminder of Jesus’ call to each of us to a life full of grace.  It’s as if I’ve received a 
bigger and more complete view of life through Richie’s death.  And I guess, in many ways, that’s 
what Jesus’ death has done for each of us.  So, with that, I invite you to BE WITH one another 
and to seek out those that may need your presence so that God’s presence can become all the 
clearer to them.  Trinity offers many ways to BE with others and do just that, including a brand 
new emerging ministry — Care at the End of Life — led by Joan Hagaman.  The group will hold 
its first meeting on October 23rd.  Look for sign-up information in Tidings and worship bulletins. 
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Why Small Groups? 
 

Small groups have a big impact on our discipleship.  Discipleship is a word we use quite a bit in 
church.  It’s the process by which we grow in the Lord Jesus Christ and are equipped by the Holy 
Spirit, whom we believe resides in our hearts, to overcome the pressures and trials of this 
present life and become more and more like Jesus.  John Wesley called this moving on to 
perfection.  He knew small groups were an amazing way to grow as Christians and that’s why he 
required people to belong to a class meeting.  People in a class meeting were accountable to 
one another.  They covenanted with each other to live as Christians should.  When they fell 
short, the other members were there to uplift them.  Sometimes there was tough love too, 
because trust and honesty were a part of being in these groups.  They’re essential components 
of a small group.  The members prayed together, studied together and had fellowship.  They 
basically did life together.  Class meetings ensured every Methodist was connected to other 
Methodists, so no one was left out, ignored or overlooked.  It’s important to know we’re not 
alone, and very often we experience similar things in life.  This allows us to be supportive and 
help each other get through life’s challenges.  These class meetings were important because 
they also got every Methodist focused on the state of his or her relationship with God, and they 
connected people who were in different stages in their Christian journey. 
 
God designed us to live in community together.  He wants us to lift up our sisters and brothers.  
God also wants us to pray together and pray for each other.  In order to know God better and 
also know how we should relate to one another, we need to study scripture where God is 
revealed to us in the person of Jesus.  Even Jesus had a small group of 12!  The apostles prayed 
with Jesus, learned from Jesus and did life with him throughout his ministry on earth.  That’s a 
small group. 
 
Trinity Church has been offering small groups for 20 years!  We’re committed to providing 
opportunities for you to encounter God, make lifelong friends, grow in your faith, have fun and 
do life together.  There are small groups that are focused on study, missions and spiritual 
practices that bring us closer to God, such as prayer and meditation.  There are small groups 
that focus on particular interests like the Trinity garden, which also is a beautiful mission.  Much 
of the produce goes to the Lord’s Pantry to help those in need have good, healthy food 
available to them.  Some small groups meet weekly, some biweekly or monthly.  There are even 
opportunities to participate in a variety of online courses offered by the Upper Room and Be a 
Disciple. 
 
 
With well over 40 small groups there’s sure to be something that’s of interest.  You’re invited to 
participate in any small group that you like and bring a friend.  You don’t have to be a member 
of Trinity to participate in our small groups. 
 

Signups begin on Rally Weekend, September 10th and 11th.  I hope you will all experience one or 
more small groups this fall.  They certainly changed my life and I know they can transform yours. 

Peace be with you all! 
 

Pastor Deb 
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Small Groups at Trinity Church 
 
Whether you’re new to the church, have been a member for years, or aren’t a member at all, 
YOU ARE WELCOME to participate in small groups at Trinity Church!  The newest offerings, most 
of which begin in September, are listed here in full with the subsequent, ongoing and online 
ones listed without their full descriptions.  In the next couple of weeks, you’ll receive a separate 
booklet by mail which will list all of the small group options being offered this fall.  Notice the 
Spirituality Type logos (Head, Heart, Soul, Hands and Feet) which appear next to groups or 
sections.  See the Trinity Discipleship Path booklet for more information about spirituality type 
and how to become more intentional about your discipleship path through our ministries at 
Trinity. 
 

Companions in Christ 
 

Leaders:  Rev. Deb De Vos (ddevos@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020) & 
Rita Merring (ritarose718@cs.com) 

Introduction:  Sunday, October 16, 10:30 a.m. - noon 

Start Date:  Sunday, October 23, 10:30 a.m. - noon 

Duration:  24 weeks (plus intro. session), weekly on Sunday mornings 

Location:   Room 104 

Cost:    $20 for purchase of course materials 
 

Companions in Christ offers a powerfully transforming small group experience in opening 
yourself to God's presence and guidance.  Explore classic spiritual practices and develop new 
daily patterns that will open your life to a deepening relationship with God and with your group.  
Overall, it's a rich, imaginative opportunity to new discovery! 
 
 

Invitations of Jesus 
 

Leader:  Rev. Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org or 
908-852-3020) 

Start Date:  Thursday, September 29, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 

Duration:  6 weekly sessions (not meeting on October 20) 

Location:  Parsonage (Walz home), Hackettstown or online 

through a secret Facebook page 

Cost:   $8 for study book (assistance available, if needed) 
 

How do we respond to the invitations of Jesus?  Together, we'll open up six invitations Jesus 
extends to us and dig into what it might look like for us if we responded.  We'll be exploring 
invitations to Life at Its Best, Transforming Intimacy, Transforming Discipleship, Transforming 
Solitude, Transforming Mission and Transforming Mystery.  Join us if you’re ready to move more 
deeply into relationships with God, self and neighbor! 
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Journaling the Psalms 
 

Leader:  Dawn Patterson (dawnpatterson1@verizon.net or 
908-310-6496) 

Start Date:  Tuesday, September 20, 7 – 9 p.m. 
Duration:  Six weekly sessions 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 401 
 

We’ll be studying various Psalms using various journaling techniques that will lead us deeper 
into the scriptures.  The journaling techniques will include, but not be limited to, note-taking, 
prayer creation, Biblical art journaling and devotional creations. 
 
 

 
 
 

Praying in Color 
 

Leader:   Kristi McCollum (908-752-9578) 

Start Date:  Monday, October 3, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Duration:  Six weekly sessions 

Location:  Trinity House, Room 401 
 

Here are some reasons to pray in color: 
 You want to pray, but words escape you. 

 Sitting still and staying focused in prayer is a challenge. 

 Your body wants to be part of your prayer. 

 You want to just hang out with God, but don’t know how. 

 Listening to God feels like an impossible task. 

 Your mind wanders and your body complains. 

 You want a visual, concrete way to pray. 

 You need a new way to pray. 
 

Join us for fun and fellowship as we pray in color, doodling what is in our hearts! 
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God Sightings:  Learning to Experience God Every Day 
 

Leader:   Cindy Munley (908-482-2546) 
Start Date:  Thursday, September 29, 7 - 8 p.m. 

Duration:  Six weekly sessions 

Location:  Room 105 
 

Sunday is God’s day, but he does some of his best work during the week!  Join us for God 
Sightings, a chance to be transformed, to experience God, to see God through new eyes.  
Engage with the Bible in a fresh way, looking past the pages to God himself.  See practical ways 
God is expressing himself in your world and your life.  Capture your thoughts, feelings and 
insights.  Build your faith.  Grow closer to God as you grapple with eye-opening, life-changing 
questions.  Incredible things will happen!  You’ll actually watch God at work in your life.  Not 
because he’s suddenly shown up, but because you finally have eyes to see and at last you’re 
looking! 
 
 

Care at the End of Life Ministry 
 

Leader:  Joan Hagaman (jonihagaman@gmail.com or 
973-702-1282) 

Start Date:  Sunday, October 23, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Duration:  One session, lunch provided 
Location:  Rotunda 
 

In the Christian practice of dying well, we as Christians, do things with and for one another in 
response to God's powerful love, which our belief in the resurrection of Christ and of ourselves 
converts into real acts.  Please join us on this journey with terminally ill patients.  We’ll be 
exploring the dying process to better understand how to care for this population.  Please RSVP 
by Monday, October 17th. 
 
 

Disciple Fast Track Bible Study 
 

Leader:  Rev. Deb De Vos (ddevos@catchthespirit.org 

or 908-852-3020) 

Introduction:  Thursday, November 3 

Start Date:  Thursday, November 10, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 

Duration:  24 weekly sessions 

Cost:   $35 for the purchase of course materials. 
 

This is a modified and shortened version of Disciple I.  DFT spends 12 weeks in the Old 
Testament and 12 weeks in the New Testament.  No previous Bible knowledge is necessary.  At 
the end of the study, you’ll understand the flow of the whole Bible and how it all fits together.  
DFT will consist of 20 - 30 minutes of individual daily Bible reading and group discussion during 
the live session each week.  Each participant reads the Bible on his or her own during the week 
as listed in the DFT Reduced Reading Guide.  The live class meets for 1.25 hours each week. 
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Disciple IV Bible Study:  Under the Tree of Life 
 

Leaders:   Sharon Hoff (sbhoff@comcast.net) & 
Lou Ann Harris (lharris3077@msn.com) 

Introduction:  Tuesday, September 20, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Start Date:  Tuesday, September 27, 7 - 9 p.m. 
Duration:   32 weekly sessions (plus intro. session) 
Location:   Trinity House, Room 403 
Cost:   $35 for the purchase of course materials. 
 

Disciple IV Under the Tree of Life is the final study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program and is 
for those who are graduates of Disciple I.  The study concentrates on Old Testament writings, 
the Gospel of John, the epistles of John, James and Jude, and finally, Revelation. Emphasis on 
the Psalms as Israel’s hymnbook and prayer book leads naturally to an emphasis on worship in 
the study.  Present through the entire study is the sense of living toward completion — toward 
the climax of the message and the promise extravagantly pictured in Revelation.  The image of 
the tree and the color gold emphasize the prod and promise in the scriptures.  The word under 
in the title is meant to convey invitation, welcome, sheltering, security and rest:  home at last. 
 
 

Micah - Minor Prophet, Major Message 
 

Leader:   Rev. Deb De Vos (ddevos@catchthespirit.org 
or 908-852-3020) 

Start Date:   Thursday, September 29, 7 - 8 p.m. 
Duration:   Four weekly sessions 
Location:   Room 104 
 

Micah is one of the 12 minor prophets of the Bible.  The books by these prophets are called 
“minor” simply because they’re rather short and their focus is more local.  The popular scripture 
that says “...and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God?” comes from Micah.  Micah 6-8 is a major message found in the 
book of this minor prophet.  What does it mean for us today?  What else does Micah have to say 
that is still so very important for us today?  Come join us for this four-week study to find out.  
Bring your Bible and your curiosity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

mailto:sbhoff@comcast.net
mailto:lharris3077@msn.com
mailto:ddevos@catchthespirit.org


Seamless Understanding the Bible as One Complete Story by Angie Smith 
 

Leader:    Jane Galley (janegalley@comcast.net) 
Start Date:   Monday, September 19, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:   Seven weekly sessions 
Location:   Room 105 
 

Seamless covers the people, places and promises of the Bible, tying them together into the 
greater story of scripture.  Participants will gain an overarching understanding of the 
fundamental layout and meaning of God's Word.  Seamless helps replace insecurity that holds 
participants back with clarity and helps them move forward with confidence in their 
understanding of scripture.  Each week of study features key information that ties all of scripture 
together into the seamless truth of the gospel message and is accompanied by maps, general 
Bible facts and word studies.   Here’s your opportunity to explore the Bible as one story in a safe 
space no matter what your experience with the Bible has been. 
 
 

Half Truths:  God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things 
the Bible Doesn't Say by Adam Hamilton 
 

Leader:    Pat Riegler (pat.louriegler@gmail.com or 
908-303-2067) 

Start Date:   Wednesday, October 12, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:   Five weekly sessions 
Location:   Room 104 
 

True or false: 
 

1. Everything happens for a reason. 
2. God helps those who help themselves. 
3. God won’t give you more than you can handle. 
4. God said it, I believe it, that settles it. 
5. Love the sinner, hate the sin. 
 

All true?  Not so fast.  We’ve heard these phrases all of our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s new 
book, Half Truths, you’ll learn that although they capture some element of truth, when 
compared to the wisdom found in scripture, they’re really just popular sayings.   Please join us 
as we explore these popular sayings to see what the Bible has to say about them. 
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What Is Your Jericho? 
 

Leaders:  Mike White (mike0836@gmail.com or 
908-623-0908) and Phil Hammel 
(Phammel.consulting@comcast.net or 
908-852-7871) 

Start Date:  Thursday, September 22, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 

Duration:  Four weekly sessions 

Location:  Man Skirt Brewing (144 Main St, Hackettstown) 
 

This new small group for men will be exploring Mark Batterson's The Circle Maker.  Do you ever 
sense that there's far more to prayer and to God's vision for your life than what you're 
experiencing?  What impossibly big dream is God calling you to draw a prayer circle around?  
Unleash your God-given dreams through the kind of audacious prayer that God delights in 
answering.  God honors bold prayers because bold prayers honor God. 
 
 

Sent Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas Advent Study 
 

Leaders:  Nancy Hayes (brandysema@yahoo.com) & 
Claude Buchman (cbuchman@gmail.com) 

Start Date:  Monday, November 21, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:  Five weeks 
Location:  Room 105 
Cost:   $10 (assistance is available, if needed) 

OR 
Leader:  Rev. Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org 

908-852-3020) 
Start Date:  Wednesday, November 9, noon – 1 p.m. 
Duration:  Five weeks (no meeting on November 23) 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 400 
Cost:   $10 (assistance is available, if needed) 
 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them (John 17:18).  God sent Christ into the world 
as our Savior.  That’s what Christmas is all about.  In turn, Christ sends us into the world.  Do we 
really understand how, where and why we’re sent?  This Advent study challenges us through 
story, art and Bible study to discover what it means to be Christ’s hands, feet, head and heart.  
Join us to gain new perspective to your Advent. 
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Financial Peace University 
 

Leader:  Don Harris 
Preview:  Monday, September 26, 7:30 p.m. 
Start Date:  Monday, October 3, 7:30 - 9 p.m. 

Duration:  Nine weeks 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 403 

Cost:   $100 per family for materials and FPU membership 

   (assistance is available, if needed) 
 

Do you have money set aside for emergencies?  Do you have all of your debt paid off?  Do you 
have a savings plan?  Have you thought ahead to retirement and have enough in that nest egg?  
Are your kids’ college tuitions covered?  Are you able to pay your mortgage off early?  If you 
answered NO to any of these questions, this class is for you!  David Ramsey, author, talk show 
host and personal finance expert, has developed a course providing a hands-on guide for 
navigating your way though some of the details like savings, investing, mutual funds, insurance, 
real estate and all the other important parts of your financial plan that many people either 
forget or ignore.  If you want or need FINANCIAL PEACE, this is the course for you!  But beware.  
Dave has a simple message for people who want to change their financial lives:  It will be hard 
work, but it will be worth it!  Dave's classes will teach you to take control of your money, invest 
for the future and give like never before.  FPU is a biblically-based curriculum that teaches 
people how to handle money God's way.  One night a week for nine weeks will change your life!  
More than one million families have done it, you can too! 
 
 

Essential Oils of the Bible 
 

Leader:   Amy Jedele 
Date:   TBD, 12:30 – 2 p.m. 

Bring your lunch and a Bible! 

Location:   Trinity House, Room 400 
 

Discover the ancient history of essential oils!  You'll experience 12 oils that are discussed in the 
New Testament, reading scriptures related to each of those 12 oils and exploring their ancient 
and modern uses.  Bring your own Bible, as we’ll be reading scripture together.  Amy is in the 
process of becoming an instructor for the Center for Aromatherapy Research and Education, 
founded by Dr. David Stewart, whose book Healing Oils of the Bible, is the basis for this 
workshop. 
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New Horizons:  A Seminar Exploring 
Methodist and Roman Catholic Similarities and Differences 
 

Leader:   Dr. Frank Fowler (fflowler@catchthespirit.org or 
908-852-3020) 

Date:    Sunday, October 2, 12:15 - 2:30 p.m. 

Duration:   One session 

Location:   Blue Room in the church office building 
 

Trinity Church has many people who come to us from a formerly Roman Catholic experience.  
This seminar offers a look at the origins of many practices and beliefs in both faiths. 
 
 
 

Ongoing Soul Groups 
 

Spiritual Direction  Leadership Coaching  Soul of Creativity 
Centering Prayer  A Time for Prayer  Fall Day Apart 
 
 
 

Ongoing Heart Groups 
 

GriefShare   Mom Connection  Women’s Book Group 
Sister Share   Stamping Angels  Highest Praise 
Thursday Game Day  Prayer Shawl   Middle School Gatherings 
High School Girls Group High School Boys Group Community Dinners 
United Methodist Men Walk to Emmaus  Babywearing Meetup 
Savor Suppers   Jr. Prayer Shawl  Martha Friendship Circle 
 
 
 

Ongoing Head Groups 
 

C.S. Lewis Book Club  English as 2nd Language Spanish as 2nd Language 
Adult Bible Study  Wednesday Bible Study Men’s Bible Study 
Food with a Focus  Heath Village Bible Study Heritage House Bible Study 
Wisemen’s Journey 
 
 
 

Ongoing Hands and Feet Groups 
 

The Daniel Plan  God in Many Faces/God through Many Lenses 
Trinity Garden   Hiking God’s Creation 
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Online Offerings Described in the Small Group Brochure 
 

 Facing Financial Struggle:  28 Days of Prayer 

 For a Time Such As This 

 Meditation on Both Sides of the Camera 

 Living into the Answers:  A Workshop on Personal Spiritual Discernment 

 The Three Colors of Your Spirituality 

 Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds 

 The Cycle of Grace:  Living in Sacred Balance 

 How to Study the Bible 

 What It Means to Be A Methodist 

 Living Our United Methodist Beliefs 

 Come to the Waters 

 Come to the Table 

 The Three Colors of Leadership 
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God in Many Faces 
Carol Droppa 

 

England, Poland and Germany are the countries my family came from.  My spiritual heritage has 
included Methodist, Presbyterian, Pentecostal and evangelical, with a whisper of Episcopalian 
thrown in.  I’ve lived in big cities and one of the poorest rural areas in America, and felt at home 
in both environments.  I love Lima beans and hate root beer.  I love the smell of fresh tar, but I 
can’t stand the smell of fabric softeners. 
 
And I imagine that all of you could talk about your varied ancestries, your religious journeys, 
your background, and your likes and dislikes.  The point is we’re all unique, all different.  And 
yet, we find commonalities and mutual identifications.  We share experiences central to our 
lives, and are joined in fundamental expressions of our humanity.  We often discover that we’re 
more alike than we’re different.  The things we might imagine would alienate us one from the 
other may be the means by which we unite in common cause. 
 
We hope this month you’ll think about joining the God in Many Faces (GIMF) ministry and our 
Muslim friends from the Peace Islands Institute (PII) when we break bread together and talk with 
each other.  The PII people who will come are indeed our friends — those who we’ve broken 
bread with before in our homes, talked with about our experiences and ideas, and with whom 
we’ve explored our different faiths. 
 
We hope you’ll make them feel welcome when they enter our Sanctuary on September 25th and 
attend our 10:45 a.m. worship service, as they have made those of us in GIMF feel welcome 
when sharing expressions of their faith tradition. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

 Ann Marie Schulte and family on the death of “grandmother” Susan Solecitto 
 Mui Sewall and family on the death of her mother 
 Phil Hammel and family on the death of his mother, Dorothy 
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Thrift Shop News 
Maureen Storey 

 

We’re heading into the autumn season, summer is winding down, some of us are back to 
school, others are adjusting their schedules to retirement, and some of us are looking forward 
to our favorite season of the year!  The scent and crunch of crackling fall leaves, crisp apples, 
cold cider, apple cider donuts, cooler weather, wood smoke on the wind, harvest time, 
Halloween and Thanksgiving! 
 
The Thrift Shop is bursting with fall items – décor, clothing, boots, cookware for chili, stew and 
baking.  Need back-to-school items?  Want a change up in your table settings for the holidays?  
Check us out first!  Look for us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.  Like us and Share us!  
Spread the word. 
 
At Trinity Thrift, we offer an abundance of clean, quality merchandise featured in boutique-style 
displays and sold at bargain prices.  Trinity Thrift has earned and maintains a reputation for 
offering a unique thrift shopping experience in a friendly atmosphere.  A few comments from 
our faithful customers: 
 
“Friendly people, great furniture, unbeatable prices!”  Natalie K. 
 

“I just LOVE going here - I always find something new and exciting every time I go.  When I 
moved the first time, I bought 85% of my furniture from Trinity; best decision ever made!”  
Candace 
 

“I AM their best customer.  Well, maybe not the best, but I have fun and am a "frequent flyer."  
Ann L. 
 

“We always find something we didn't know we needed and at a great price.”  Jack J. 
 

“My dining room china cabinet and my kitchen china cabinet are filled with the treasures I have 
found here, my sons' bedrooms are also filled with the books, games and treasures found at 
Trinity Thrift Shop!  My husband has found great things and he’s very picky!  Great prices 
everywhere and the chance to help others in this ministry= an all-around win for all!”  Joanna C. 
 
We love our customers! 
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What’s new in the world of Trinity Thrift? 
 

 We have gift cards!  Yes, we do.  If you’re stuck for an idea for a favorite thrifty friend, 
pop into the shop and purchase a gift card for them.  A little goes a long way here. 

 

 10% discount for seniors (60 and over) on Wednesdays, and Veterans (ID required) on 
Fridays!  Be sure to ask. 

 

 Student discount nights – 10% off on purchase with a current valid photo student ID 
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5 – 7 p.m. 

 

 Flash sales any day of the week when we’re on overload – keep on the lookout for these 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and on the shop signs. 

 

 Our regular 50% and 75% off sales on great merchandise EVERY day of the week! 
 
Know that our income goes to support Trinity Church and the missions and ministry it provides 
to the local community and beyond.  As Joanna said, “an all-around win.”  Join us in this 
important ministry by donating, purchasing, volunteering (we need lots of people to make this 
work!) and promoting our ministry by sharing with people who and where we are.  And YOU - 
stop on in and say hello! 
 
 
 
 

UMM Matters 
Anthony Albanese 

 

Summer’s over, time to “fall” in line!  Hopefully, everyone’s summer was enjoyable, spiritual and 
rewarding.  Summer is the time for vacation and relaxation.  But truly, there’s no time to relax 
from doing God’s work.  There’s no vacation from walking in Christ’s footsteps.  As we come to 
the traditional start of our church year, do you need to gear up your spiritual fire?  Do you need 
to get back in the mind frame of living a life of Christian love?  Or is this just another month to 
you?  Is it just business as usual, no change in your attitude towards your Christian life? 
 

If you find yourself having to get “fired up” for God come September, you may need to rethink 
your summer plans next year.  The great thing about our Trinity family is there are so many 
people who keep that fire stoked year round!  Look around, they’re there.  We all need our 
down time to recharge and relax.  But we also need to keep our hearts and minds open and on 
goal to live as Christ did.  Peace, love and see you in service. 
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Thank You! 
 
My dear church family, 
I just wanted to take a moment to express my deep appreciation and gratitude.  Not only for the 
beautiful embossed hymnal which I will treasure always, but also for your constant love and 
support.  You, my cherished home church, have been with me throughout this remarkable 
13-year journey.  Who knew that a Disciple 1 class would lead to this?!  God’s ways are certainly 
mysterious, but they are incredibly wonderful as well.  It is such a blessing and an honor to be 
able to serve here at Trinity, my home.  I wish I could convey to you the feeling in my heart 
when I think of you.  It’s like an eagle soaring.  It gives me such great joy.  It humbles me, too.  
Thank you for being who you are and continuing to support me in my ministry. I love you. 
 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV) 

Peace and love! 
Pastor Deb 

 
 
Thank you for your kindness and friendship.  It warms our hearts to know we have such 
wonderful friends in our lives. 
     The Alpizars 
 
 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to our dear Trinity family.  We thank you for the cards, calls, visits 
and especially prayers offered during this sad time in our lives. 
     Janet and Dean Howie 

Kristian and Justin Henriksen 
 
 
From the heart of one of Trinity’s family to say thank you will never be enough to all of you for 
the get well cards, the phone calls, the flowers, the concern, the prayers, the friendships formed, 
just because, the kindness, and the love that I have received in such great measure. 
 

Well, it all worked!  Because at 4 ½ weeks, I am done with therapy, have been walking on my 
own 2 weeks after surgery, and am on my way to a full recovery.  Still a ways to go, but I’m in 
the “best” of hands – God’s. 

With gratitude, humbleness and sincerity, 
Mary Lou Wilson 
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Thank You! 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank those kind ladies who provided me with meals when I 
was recently incapacitated due to tendonitis.  I feel so blessed to be part of this wonderful 
church family.  A special thanks to Pastor Anthony Pami for his part in coordinating all of this. 

With special blessings and thanks, 
Phyllis Richardson 

 
 
Dear Trinity Family, 
It is with a grateful heart I give thanks for the many kindnesses shown me during my recovery 
from knee surgery.  The cards, calls, flowers and prayers were especially helpful.  Special thanks 
to Pastor Don and Pastor Debbie for visits to the hospital and rehab facility.  It was a blessing to 
be able to borrow all the extra equipment needed to aid me along the way. 
 

Most important, praise to God for answered prayers.  It is a comfort and joy to belong to a 
loving church that reflects the love of Christ. 

Yours in Christ, 
Joan Brown 

 
 
 
 
 

Care at the End of Life Meeting ~ October 23rd 
 

Please consider joining the new Care at the End of Life ministry so that we can join others who 
are nearing life’s final journey towards God.  We’ll be exploring the dying process to better 
understand how to attend to our brothers and sisters nearing death.  Our first meeting will be 
on Sunday, October 23rd at 12:15 p.m. in the Rotunda (lunch will be provided).  Please RSVP to 
Joan Hagaman at 973-702-1282 or jonihagaman@gmail.com no later than Monday, October 
17th.  Care at the End of Life will seek ways to gather periodically as a small group so we can feel 
more prepared to answer God’s call to serve those who need to know God’s presence in their 
living and in their dying. 
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Creation Care 
Carol Droppa 

 

A genetically modified organism (GMO) is any organism that has had its genetic material 
artificially altered using genetic engineering techniques.  It’s a practice that’s been used since 
the early 1970s.  Plants like soy, cotton, canola and corn, for example, may be genetically 
modified to resist herbicides or to produce their own pesticides.  In the United States, as much 
as 80% of processed foods contain GMOs. 
 
President Obama signed the GMO labeling compromise bill into law in August.  The bill 
mandates the disclosure of genetically engineered ingredients, but not as standard text or 
symbols.  Food packages will carry a code readable by smartphones.  The bill prohibits 
individual states from adopting their own GMO labeling requirements on food products. 
 
Early fall is a great time to plant perennial flowers and shrubs for next year that are bird- and 
bee-friendly.  Just be sure you get organic seeds and plants. 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Lucille 
 

We’ve recently received a check from the estate of Lucille Whitmire, a long-time Trinity member 
who died last year.  Lucille loved her church and was a faithful worshipper for many years.  She 
included Trinity in her last will and testament.  All such funds received are under the direction of 
the Board of Trustees, and are used for capital needs of the church.  Lucille’s name will be added 
to our Fellowship for the Future plaque on the wall in the main foyer. 
 

Have You Considered Doing What Lucille Did? 
 

Have you thought about including Trinity in your last will and testament?  It’s a powerful way of 
sending a final message that you have loved your church and its ministry enough to want to 
help keep it strong.  It’s an easy thing to include an addendum to an existing will, or to include 
in a new will.  Please give this prayerful thought and consideration. 
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KidVenture Begins on Rally Day, September 11th! 
 

What is KidVenture? 
KidVenture is Trinity’s new Sunday morning experience for children, 

two years old through the 5th grade.  Instead of staying in one room for 
the entire hour, students will rotate to stations, including Storytelling, 
Missions, Art, Science, Movement, Spiritual Practices and Music.  (The 

curriculum for students in 6th – 12th grades will remain the same.  All in 
Trinity’s Sunday Student Ministry will report to Trinity House.) 

 
 

How will KidVenture work? 
Each week, children will report to their grade-specific “homeroom” at 9:15 a.m. where they will 
be met by the grade’s Shepherds (adults and youth who’ll be with the children throughout the 

morning).  At 9:30 a.m., the Shepherds will take the children to their rotation station for the day.  
After being at the station for about a half hour, the class will return to their homeroom where 

they’ll wrap up the morning with their Shepherds and get ready to be dismissed to their parents. 
 

Curriculum-wise, the year is divided into Bible-based study units that will last approximately five 
weeks each.  For example, the first unit scheduled for September/October 2016 is Creation.  On 
the first week of the unit, all classes will report to the KidZone for an overview of the Creation 

unit with the Storytelling/Missions Teams.  For the next four weeks, classes will rotate to each of 
the other stations - Art, Science, Movement, Spiritual Practices/Music.  By visiting a different 

station for four weeks, children will have the opportunity to experience the Creation story using 
a different multi-intelligence each week.  Our pre-K classes will also be part of KidVenture, but 

the stations will visit them in their classrooms. 
 
 

When does KidVenture start? 
KidVenture begins on Rally Day, Sunday, September 11th. 

Like past years, children need to be registered for KidVenture.  If your child has been registered 
for church school in previous years, there’s no need to re-register your child unless any 

information has changed. 
 

Need to register your child?  Download the KidVenture registration form from the Children’s 
page on Trinity’s website, www.catchthespirit.org, and bring it with you on Rally Day or mail it to 
the church prior to Rally Day.  In addition, a Registration Tent will be set up outside of Trinity on 

Rally Day so you can register your child that morning.  In case of inclement weather, the 
Registration Tent will be in Starr Hall. 

 
 
If you have questions, please contact Pastor Don (dgebhard@catchthespirit.org, 
908-852-3020, ext. 19) or Ginny Thorp (gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 908-852-3020, ext. 17). 
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Rally Weekend:  Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

During the Saturday Night Worship (SNW) service and Sunday’s 10:45 a.m. service, as well as at 
KidVenture, there will be a special time when children’s school bags, as well as the students 
themselves, will be blessed for the 2016-2017 school year.  Students of all ages will receive a 
special ID tag for their school bag that will remind them of Trinity’s love for them and God’s 
unconditional love for them each and every day. 
 
 
 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Group 
 

Attention Jr. Prayer Shawl small group members AND all who’re interested in attending this 
small group fellowship ministry for kids, eight years old and older, who like to knit or crochet 
OR who want to learn to knit or crochet. 
 

Our first fall meeting will be on Wednesday, September 14th, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  
Please note that the Jr. Prayer Shawl meeting is the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Mrs. 
Thorp, Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and Mrs. Neumann are looking forward to seeing you, along with 
any projects that you’ve been working on over the summer!  If you have any questions, please 
contact Ginny Thorp at gthorp@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020, ext.17. 
 
 
 
 

KidVenture Meeting 
 
 

Who’s it for? 
 

Anyone who’ll be involved in KidVenture this coming year as a Station Leader, a Shepherd or 
Support Team Member. 
 

When & where? 
 

Thursday, September 8th, 7 – 9 p.m. in the KidZone (and throughout the lower level of Trinity). 
 

What will we be doing? 
 

We’ll be using this time as a “run through” for upcoming KidVenture sessions so we can work 
out kinks, answer questions, get supplies, etc.  If you have any questions, contact Ginny Thorp 
(gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 908-852-3020, ext. 17). 
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Important September Dates 
 
Saturday, September 10th 
Sunday, September 11th: Blessing of the Backpacks at SNW, KidVenture and the 

10:45 a.m. worship service 
 

KidVenture Leader and Sunday Student Ministry 
Leader Dedication at the 10:45 a.m. worship service 

 
Sunday, September 25th: Bible Sunday at the 10:45 a.m. worship service 
    All 3rd and 8th grade students will receive age-appropriate 

Bibles from Trinity. 
 
Coming in October:  Sunday, October 2nd - Bible Blast Workshop #1 for 3rd 

graders during KidVenture 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministry Small Groups 
Monday 
Sept. 12, 19, 26 
 

Food with a Focus 
Meets weekly on Monday 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Pami residence 

Wednesday 
Sept. 14, 21, 28 
 

Girls (Grades 9 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Wednesday 

6:45 – 8:15 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Sept. 14, 28 
 

High School Boys’ Group 
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Varies 

Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday 
Sept. 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 
14, 16, 19, 21, 23, 26, 
28, 30 
 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Sept. 14 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 
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God was definitely present at this summer’s Vacation Bible School – CAVE QUEST! 
 
 
Through daily crafts, recreation, music, missions and Bible quest sessions, our 169 registered 
children and 155+ youth and adult volunteers learned and experienced during the week that 
Jesus gives us:  Hope, Courage, Direction, Love and His Power!  Let’s FOLLOW HIM! 
 
 
During the week, the children learned that when each person does his or her part, much can be 
accomplished.  To help others kids, Trinity’s VBS kids brought in mountains of items to support: 
 

 Interfaith Hospitality Network:  diapers, baby wipes and disinfectant wipes 

 The Lord’s Pantry:  canned/shelf good items 

 Light & Peace Mission in Haiti:  band-aids, children’s vitamins and antibiotic ointment 

 The Center for the Deaf in Lima, Peru:  lip balm 

 Local Hackettstown students:  a variety of school supplies 
 
 
In addition to the mountains of donations the children brought in, they raised $384.48 which 
was divided between two of the international organizations with whom Trinity partners:  the 
Center for the Deaf in Peru and Light & Peace Mission in Haiti. 
 
 
Vacation Bible School could not have taken place if it weren’t for many hands. 
 

 Thanks to all those who donated items to Cave Quest. 
 

 Thanks to the individuals and families who Adopted-A-Room and transformed the 
Trinity campus into an underground cave atmosphere. 

 

 Thanks to the 155+ volunteers who spent time, not only during VBS week, but also in 
the weeks and months prior to VBS helping in so many ways – from cutting out paper 
lanterns to brainstorming to preparing craft items to planning the Wednesday Night 
Community Fun Fair to being with the children, and the list goes on. 

 

 And finally, thanks to the parents and grandparents of VBS participants who shared their 
children with us during the week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

35 



The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

As we begin September and the fall season, here at the Pantry that means that it’s time to begin 
planning for our busiest time of the year.  The holidays are just around the corner, and we’re 
beginning to prepare to serve our community throughout the season.  In addition to an 
anticipated increase in Pantry usage, we’ll again be distributing Thanksgiving food baskets and 
additional Christmas food items. 
 

This is a great time for you to help our ministry.  Please consider hosting a food drive over the 
next few months at your place of business, organization, neighborhood or club.  Any and all 
donations are truly appreciated and help community members in need. 
 

Over the next couple of months, keep an eye out in the Just Say Yes forms for opportunities to 
volunteer your time and talents during this busy season.  Thanks in advance for your support 
throughout the holidays! 
 
In June, we served 1,277 people (437 families):  397 children, 754 adults, 126 seniors.  In July, we 
served 1,149 people (395 families):  357 children, 671 adults, 121 seniors. 
 

Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take donations to the church office when it’s open. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 The Next Trinity Blood Drive is October 1st 
 

Our congregational blood drive in cooperation with the Miller-Keystone Blood Center will be on 
Saturday, October 1st, 7 a.m. – 12 noon.  Please consider donating!  For questions and to sign 
up, contact Marie James at jem1211@comcast.net or 908-295-8704 or Arlene McCollum at 
arlenemc63@gmail.com or 973-479-4741. 
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   First Meeting on September 15th 
 

Greetings to all Middle School students and parents!  Middle School Ministry is a Christian 
fellowship group for students in grades six through eight.  We meet weekly, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
primarily on Thursdays.  Please note that we vary the days to allow as many as possible to come. 
 
A monthly calendar of events is emailed to you, posted on our Facebook group and texted, 
while a hard copy is always located in the lobbies of the church and Trinity House.  Our Middle 
School Ministry Team hopes to see all of you at our fall events!  Our first official meeting of the 
school year will be on Thursday, September 15th in our room above the Rotunda, 7 – 8:30 p.m.  
We’ll do some getting–to-know-you activities, play games and enjoy some yummy treats.  A 
friend is welcome to join in with us!  We wish you all the best as school begins, and know that 
we’re here for you if you need anything! 
 
For questions, contact Laura Iacampo, Director of Middle School Ministry, at 
liacampo@catchthespirit.org or 201-787-6842 (talk or text). 
 
 
 
 

DC Encounter 2016 ~ Note Application Deadlines 
 

Mark your calendars now, 7th and 8th graders!  The DC Encounter Mission Trip is scheduled for 
Friday November 18th - Monday November 21st.  This mission experience is designed specifically 
for students in 7th and 8th grade.  This is often the first mission opportunity outside of our 
immediate community.  While in Washington DC, we’ll be working and serving the homeless, 
we’ll be learning about mercy and justice, we’ll ENCOUNTER people on the streets of DC and 
learn their stories.  Applications are on the website and are due October 1st.  Peer Leader 
applications for HS students in the 10th - 12th grades are also online.  Please mark your 
application Peer Leader.  Those applications are due on September 24th.  Applications are also 
available in Trinity House. 
 
Something new for 2016!  Peer Leaders in Training! 
9th graders, you’re invited to apply for our new program!  Applications are due on September 
25th.  We want to develop a strong group of young people to step into leadership roles without 
having to take on the full responsibilities of a Peer Leader. 
 
Watch for additional information in the worship bulletins.  There will be an informational 
meeting on Sunday, September 25th following the 10:45 a.m. worship service in the Upper 
Room.  Students and parents are invited to learn more detailed information about this exciting 
mission trip.  For questions, contact Steve Smith at 201-874-4742 or 
stevesmith2@optonline.net, or Arlene McCollum at 973-479-4741 or arlenemc63@gmail.com. 
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Trinity Christmas Play on December 10th 
 
Save the date for the upcoming special Christmas production.  Trinity will be presenting an 
original Christmas play with music on Saturday, December 10th for two shows.  The production is 
based on how the Christmas classic hymn, Silent Night, was created. 
 
Auditions will be held in early fall with roles appropriate for teens to adults.  For musicians 
interested in composing music, there are opportunities in the play for original pieces.  
Additional information will be posted soon on the website, www.catchthespirit.org and in the 
worship bulletins. 
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Missions 
 

Midnight Run 

The team travels to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in 
several designated locations.  Donate large or extra large men’s jeans, coats, hooded 
sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and wash cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 
12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  
Monetary donations are accepted.  Contact:  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net) 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need 
people to help set up and break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 
5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a 
short training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always two people 
hosting at a time.  Contacts:  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); 
Linda Gonia for food donations (908-813-3865) 
 

The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are 
Tuesday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be 
dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 
 

Coupons for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase 
much-needed items, including many that are free.  Even one coupon from a weekly flier can 
translate into hundreds of items if enough folks bring it in.  Please place your unused coupons 
in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry 
The fourth Saturday of every month, we take a hot meal to residents of a homeless shelter in 
Easton, PA.  We meet at Trinity’s kitchen at 3 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, 
serve dinner and eat with the residents, and then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share 
of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults participate in the trip.  Children are 
welcome to come with their parents.  Contacts:  Sarah Hergert (908-850-1458) 
 

Military Prayer & Care Ministry 
The Military Prayer and Care Ministry Team accepts names and addresses of servicemen and 
women to whom they can send care packages.  Please call to provide names and to find out 
what items are needed.  Contacts:  Harry & Lauren Mount (908-459-5493) 
 

Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal. 
Contact:  Cheryl Pami (732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org) 
 

Midnight Run Sleeping Bag Supplies 
Help My Brother’s Keeper Quilt Group make bedrolls.  Donate neckties, sheets, pillow cases, 
blankets, bedspreads, comforters, towels, draperies, tablecloths, fabric remnants and yarn.  Bag 
them with a label for LaNelle Hoffmann (lanelle2@ptd.net or 610-381-6262) and place the bag 
in the Rotunda near the Midnight Run box.  Please don’t leave heavily-loaded bags that may be 
difficult for LaNelle to lift – split up the load! 
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Appalachia Service Project Team Served in July 
 

The Appalachia Service Project (ASP) team from Trinity one again participated in this vital 
ministry.  ASP is a youth-based mission that shares the love of Jesus Christ through volunteer 
home repair in Central Appalachia.  This ministry provides life-changing opportunities for youth, 
adult and young adult volunteers to help eradicate substandard housing in Appalachia. 
 
Members of the teams who served this year: 
 

Team 1   Team 2   Team 3 
Rich Wright   Don Harris   Tony Albanese 
Shawn Fuller   Kim Koch   Carolyn Nicholas 
Connor Nicholas  Becky Connelly  Kristyn DeLorenzo 
Robert Grosinski  Becca Stiner   Mallory Harris 
Nicole DeLorenzo  Jack Woolridge  Mollie Miller 
Tim Sink   Chris Beyer    
 

Team 4   Team 5   Panel Van 
Grant Pridmore  Rob Waskis   David Izatt 
Leslie Wexler   Cheryl Ferguson  Dave Mulraney 
Emma Rennie   Lori DeLorenzo 
Sam Anzel   Billy Koenig 
Jared Bernard   Shannon Kerwin 

Jamie Rennie 
 
 

 
First Day of Autumn:  September 22nd 
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The View from Here 
 

Connections.  This has been a year of making connections and alliances, of reunions for me.  As 
part of a creative development program, I started a blog, and as another part, I began to be 
more active on Facebook.  I’d had an account for a couple years, but didn’t post.  Since I began 
posting my photography and artwork and observations, I’m continually adding “friends” and it’s 
been quite an adventure.  I’ve even reunited with people I knew in high school.  The surprise 
there was connecting with people I wasn’t actually friends with back then because they were in 
different social groups.  The passage of years has wiped away those teenage preferences and 
enabled us to appreciate each other as people.  And because I’m a member of several creative 
groups, I’ve met inspiring artistic women who’ve become friends and supporters.  All the new 
Facebook friends from around the world, and my connections with artists I’ve long admired has 
opened up new vistas and avenues for growth and exploration. 
 
My original creative coaching group that got me started in all this continues to “get together” 
every two weeks via phone for a couple hours to chat about our art projects, creative businesses 
and ideas.  How wonderful to have stayed together long after the initial program ended as 
encouragers and teachers for each other. 
 
As part of the God in Many Faces ministry, I’ve had the opportunity to meet a group of 
Muslims — people who are just as excited as we are to be in community.  I’ve made connections 
with people in Trinity small groups and ministries that deepen my experience of fellowship.  
Sometimes the friendships have laid the groundwork for future collaboration.  I’ve even made 
connections within myself through spiritual coaching! 
 
This is all good because when we open ourselves to friendship and community, we grow.  The 
spaces within which we dwell expand and deepen.  Our world becomes a little richer and wider.  
Our sphere of influence reaches farther, and we’re touched by those at a greater remove from 
us. 
 
One of the most satisfying communities is the one we have at Trinity.  To put it simply, it feels 
good to know there’s a bunch of people that cares what happens with you and you, in turn, can 
care about.  This fall, there will be a wealth of opportunities to connect here.  Small groups, 
ministries, projects, teams, times of worship. 
 
And one thing this very troubled, divided world could use is people willing and eager to 
connect in friendship and mutual respect.  People who will break down the barriers that divide 
us, begin healing the pain inflicted in fear and suspicion.  Begin binding the wounds caused by 
loss of an understanding of our shared humanity. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in September 
 

Chapel Ushers      Scripture Readers – 9:15 
Sept. 4  Pattie & Dennis Huff   Sept. 4  Dennis Quirk 
Sept. 11  Glenn & Cindy Reynolds   Sept. 11  Anthony Albanese 
Sept. 18  Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers  Sept. 18  Caryl Eissing 
Sept. 25  Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes   Sept. 25  Jane Galley 
 

Greeters - 9:15 
Sept. 4  Leslie Felix-Mule, Alice Davis, Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule 
Sept. 11  Kate Stiner, Michele Risley, Leslie Wexler 
Sept. 18  Leslie Felix-Mule, Marie James, Joanne Stiehl 
Sept. 25  Bob Doelfel 
 

Greeters - 10:45 
Sept. 4  LaNelle Hoffmann, Edna Barrier, Fred Bormann 
Sept. 11  Hope & David Dingley, LaNelle Hoffmann 
Sept. 18  LaNelle Hoffmann, Edna Barrier, Liz & Bob Falco 
Sept. 25  Cindy Hunt, LaNelle Hoffmann 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
Sept. 4 Joe Thomas, Pat Bristow, Fran & Bill Blaskopf, Sharon Roff, Marie Cenophat, Rich Bonte, Judy Kenny 
Sept. 11 Joe Thomas, Tara Thives, Sharon Roff, Edna Burton, Rich Bonte, Bill Bippus, Prince Tettah, Gerdie 

Nonez 
Sept. 18 Joe Thomas, Tara Thives, Emily Palmieri, Irene Wahl, Michele Risley, Sharon Roff, Rich Bonte, Charles 

Bippart 
Sept. 25 Joe Thomas, Emily Palmieri, Sharon Roff, Rich Bonte, Bill Bippus, Bob Doelfel, Becky Illnick, Brenda 

Sargeant 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
Sept. 4 Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Ivy Meyer-Mellow, Pat Mullen, Roger Hammond, Joan Crouse, Claude 

Buchman, Bill Blaine 
Sept. 11 Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Ivy Myer-Mellow, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, Roger Hammond, Joan 

Crouse, Bill Blaine, Linda McClune, Vernon Kilkenny 
Sept. 18 Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Pat Mullen, Ivy Myer-Mellow, Nancy Soleau, Jeff Deible, Sr., Roger 

Hammond, Joan Crouse, Claude Buchman, Bill Blaine 
Sept. 25 Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Ivy Myer-Mellow, Pat Mullen, Jeff Deible, Sr., Joan Crouse, Bill Blaine, 

John Torkos, Faydeanne Henkel 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15    Welcome Center – 10:45 
Sept. 4 Mimi Gulick    Sept. 4  Mike White 
Sept. 11 Dottie Stearns    Sept. 11  Mike White 
Sept. 18 Alice Davis    Sept. 18  Ellen English 
Sept. 25 Roseann & Frank Cavallaro   Sept. 25  Debbie Shanley 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
Sept. 4  Joe Racz   Janice Paulussen  Ruben Espada 
Sept. 11  Peter Smith  Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
Sept. 18  Keith Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Sharon Hoff 
Sept. 25  Bill Anzel  Steve Blazier  Ruben Espada 
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