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From the Pastor 
 

What It all Comes Down To 
 

“What it all comes down to is….” 
 
In the matter of our faith, what DOES it all come down to? 
 
I pondered that many years ago in the midst of a personal crisis.  Things were hard in my life 
and I was turning deeply to my faith to face the challenges. 
 
And in such moments, I needed to focus on the essentials and draw from the center of my 
belief.  A colleague said to me, “It all comes down to….” 
 
In most life endeavors it can be said that it all comes down to one or two things. 
 
If you’re dieting, nutritionists will say it all comes down to eating fewer calories. 
 
If you’re an athlete, the coach will say it all comes down to mastering the basic skills. 
 
If you’re an employee, your boss will say it all comes down to getting your work done well. 
 
If you’re a spouse, counselors might say it all comes down to living out your marriage vows. 
 
And in our Christian journey as we face the many detours life brings, my colleague was right.  
For in the midst of the storm, he said to me, “IT ALL COMES DOWN TO HOW MUCH YOU TRUST 
GOD.” 
 
And when I decided that I fully trusted God, I found the strength and courage to face the 
detour. 
 
In a few days, we shall celebrate Easter, the central event of our faith.  On that day, we’ll affirm 
and celebrate “Christ is risen.”  And if you, indeed, do believe that, then in all things and at all 
times, YOU CAN FULLY TRUST GOD. 
 

Together in Christ’s service, 
 

    Frank 
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Holy Week Schedule 
 

We hope you’ll mark your calendar and worship with your church family to 
experience the heart of our faith.  Our schedule of activities includes: 

 

   Sunday, April 9th 

   Palm Sunday worship 
8:15 a.m. – Chapel 
9:15 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 
10:45 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

 

   Thursday, April 13th 

   Maundy Thursday worship and communion 
In the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.  We remember Jesus’ last night with a 
service of light and darkness, including Holy Communion.  Childcare is 
provided. 

 

   Friday, April 14th 

  Cross Walk and Good Friday worship 
We gather at Trinity at 6:15 p.m. and walk silently on Main Street as we 
remember Jesus carrying the cross to Calvary.  The worship service is at 
7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Childcare is provided during the service. 

 

   Saturday, April 15th 

   Easter Vigil Saturday worship 
In Trinity House 5 p.m.  We commemorate the disciples waiting after the 
crucifixion and before the resurrection with a service of light, word, table 
and water. 

 

   Sunday, April 16th 

   Easter worship 
7:30 a.m. – in the Chapel, with Holy Communion 

 

9:15 a.m. - in the Sanctuary with choirs and brass ensemble 
 

11 a.m. - in the Sanctuary with choirs and brass ensemble 
 

Worshippers who know the Hallelujah Chorus are invited to sing 
it with the choir at the end of the 9:15 and 11 a.m. services on 
Easter. 

 
There will be no KidVenture or Sunday Student Ministry on Easter.  Families are 
encouraged to worship together.  There will be nursery care provided and Creative 
Activities during the 9:15 and 11 a.m. services. 
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IF: Gathering 
A Webcast Women’s Conference 

Trinity Church 
April 28th – 29th, 2017 

 

What IF  we returned to the simple ways of  the early  
church?  

 
IF: Gathering is an opportunity to gather with women all over the world (via webcast) to see 

what could happen if we all lived like Jesus. 

This year at IF:  Gathering 2017, we’ll look at one of the most influential generations that have 
ever lived — the early church.  The way God moved through them was simple and pure.  We 
believe they are the model we need right now.  Our dream is that we would experience the 

power of God as he does big things through simple acts of faith.  That we live unified, 
surrendered to God, not just in our minds and in our theology, but also in our daily lives.  Our 

hope is that we would participate with the Spirit of God and see him go forth in our generation 
in a most powerful way. 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, the fellowship, breaking of bread, and 
the prayers.  And awe came upon every soul.  And the Lord added to their number day by day 

those who were being saved. 
Acts 2:42-47 

 
Even if you can’t come for the whole time, please come when you can.  There’s no cost for this 

event, though we’re asking for donations from participants to cover food and to defray the cost 
of bringing this event to Trinity. 

 
Feel free to invite friends to this event.  Let us know you’re coming on the Just Say Yes in the 
worship bulletins, send Pastor Deb an email at ddevos@catchthespirit.org, or sign up at 
www.catchthespirit.org. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, April 3rd 
The Martha Friendship Circle invites you to join us on Monday, April 3rd at 2 p.m. in Heath 
Village’s Grille.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Frank Fowler.  His talks are always inspirational, 
fun and enjoyable.  Bring a friend and be part of a special afternoon.  Come and guess the 
correct number of jelly beans in the jar.  You might be pleasantly surprised and win a prize.  We 
always have delicious refreshments and happy fellowship.  Mark your calendars and plan to join 
us.  We look forward to seeing you.  Blessings to all, Ginny Bormann and Lauren Mount.  If you 
have any questions, call 908-852-6431. 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, April 8th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee).  All are welcome. 
 

New Members Reception:  April 23rd 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, April 22nd, and on the 23rd, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find 
Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet.  
The next date will be June 4th. 
 

Baptism:  May 14th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website.  The next baptism will be July 9th. 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  June 25th – July 2nd 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   April 25th 
 

Midnight Run: April 15th 
 
 

Walking through Holy Week Prayer Experience:  April 12th – April 16th 
 

This multi-sensory prayer experience will be open Wednesday, April 12th - Sunday, April 16th in 
Room 111 (KidZone).  Multiple prayer stations that will engage all of your senses will be 
available to help you connect more deeply in this holiest of weeks.  Children are welcome with 
parental guidance.  Many of the stations are appropriate and engaging for all ages.  Come early 
to one of the Holy Week services or stay after.  Stop by on your way to or from work or on a 
lunch break.  Spend ten minutes or spend an hour.  This opportunity is very flexible and self-
guided, and is even available on Easter Sunday morning.  No sign-up is necessary.  Just come 
by. 
 
 
 
 
 

5 



Trinity Campus Cleanup on Saturday, April 8th 
 

Our church-wide spring clean-up will be Saturday, April 8th.  Please consider coming out 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. to help.  We can use many hands for the various tasks.  Maybe you can come 
help all morning, or join us for one of the two-hour blocks of time:  8 – 10 a.m. or 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  This is a great family opportunity, so bring the kids.  This is also a great way to 
support Trinity’s Creation Care ministry!  Earth Day is April 22nd. 
 
 
 
 

 

Small Groups Coming This Spring! 
 
Here are just some of the small groups we’re working on to offer you this spring.  More details 
soon to come! 
 

 Small group on United Methodism 
 

 The Call, the Life and Message of the Apostle Paul by Adam Hamilton book study 
 

 One Thousand Gifts by Ann Voskamp book study 
 
If you have an idea for a small group, please contact Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org 
or 973-479-0384. 
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The 2017 Philly Experience 
7th & 8th Grade Mission Trip ~ April 21st – 23rd 

 
Attention all 7th and 8th graders:  The City of Brotherly Love is CALLING YOU! 
 

We venture to Philadelphia on April 21st with a 4 p.m. departure time from Trinity, and engage 
in our annual ministry to the homeless men and women of Philadelphia.  We’ll return to Trinity 
at approximately 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 23rd. 
 

The weekend will include fellowship and fun, important relational ministry engaging with the 
men and women of Philadelphia, a tour of our Methodist history at the first Methodist Church 
in America, movie night, worship and MORE. 
 

The required registration fee of $75 includes all meals, housing (Haddonfield UMC will host us 
once again), transportation and all incidentals.  Scholarships are available for those in need.  Let 
us know right away, please! 
 

Items to bring:  Appropriate clothing for weather, including your BLUE 2016-2017 Student 
Ministry T-Shirt; toiletries; hand towel; sleeping bag and pillow; Bible; five “care packages” to be 
provided to the homeless.  Each care package should include the following in Ziploc® bags:  
pair of socks, packaged toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, washcloth, soap, and a granola bar.  
Cell phones are permitted, but with limited use.  Please make every attempt to pack lightly.  It’s 
a short trip and space in cars is limited. 
 

Lifeline to sign-up is Sunday, April 2nd (NO EXCEPTIONS).  PLEASE sign-up EARLY!  

Please provide:  Registration Form, check for $75 to Trinity Church, 2016-2017 Medical Form 
and Signed Covenant.  Forms and checks can be mailed to:  Laura Iacampo, Trinity Church, 213 
Main Street, Hackettstown, N.J. 07840.  Please DO NOT give to Laura on Sunday mornings.  
Thanks! 
 
 

Philadelphia Experience 2017 Registration Form 
 
Student Name:____________________________________Signature:_______________________________ 
 
Guardian Name:___________________________________Signature:_______________________________ 
 
Home Number:____________________________________Cell:_____________________________________ 
 
Guardian Email:____________________________________Student Email:__________________________ 
 
Above signature represents permission for student to attend the 2017 Philadelphia Experience 
as part of and representing Trinity United Methodist Church. 
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Savor Suppers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Something beautiful and significant happens when women gather and 
share something of themselves in small gatherings. It gives each one a chance to be seen, be 
heard, and be known in ways that are sometimes hard in our world today. It gives women a 
chance to connect with other women at a different level than is possible in a weekend worship 
service. It expands and deepens women’s circles of Christian fellowship, support, and 
encouragement. 
 
The next Savor Suppers are: 
 

 April 21st in Mansfield at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 May 6th in Hackettstown at 6 p.m. 
 

 June in Hackettstown; date and time TBD 
 
To sign up to attend or host, please contact Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org or 
908-852-3020. 
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2017 Trinity UMC Scholarships 
 

Application deadline for scholarships:  May 11th by 12 p.m. 
 

Application forms are available in the church office or on the church website.  Contact Pastor 
Don Gebhard (908-852-3020) with any questions. 
 
The Sanman/Spender Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
 

The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 1999 in memory of Ivan Sanman and Frank H. 
Spender, Jr., is to provide for an area high school senior or high school graduate (under age 21) 
to begin or continue his or her higher education at a college or trade school.  The applicant 
must be accepted to or currently attend a college or trade school.  The criteria for award of the 
scholarship are:  character, Christian discipleship, community citizenship and financial need.  The 
award may be divided among up to three applicants at the discretion of the scholarship 
committee.  This scholarship is open to members of the community and does not require the 
applicant to be a member of Trinity United Methodist Church. 
 
 
The Leveto Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
 

For ministry students, high school seniors and adults seeking further higher education or trade 
school.  Candidates should be a member of Trinity United Methodist Church, have discipleship 
background in church and/or community service and financial need. 
 
 
The Mathias Severin Torgersen Memorial Scholarship for beginning students 
 

The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2008 in memory of Rev. Matt Torgersen by the 
United Methodist Men, is to provide a high school senior to begin his or her higher education at 
a college or trade school.  The applicant must be an active participant in the ministry of Trinity 
Church and a regular worship attendee. 
 
 
The Ryan James Cameron Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
 

The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2013 in memory of Ryan James Cameron, is to 
provide a high school senior or high school graduate (under the age of 21) to begin or continue 
his or her higher education at a four-year college.  The applicant must be accepted or currently 
enrolled at a four-year college.  The criteria for award of the scholarship are: character, Christian 
discipleship, church and community service, and financial need.  The award may be divided 
among up to two applicants at the discretion of the scholarship committee.  The applicant 
should be a member of Trinity United Methodist Church. 
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Ministry Note 
 

The Midnight Run Sleeping Bag ministry no longer requires supplies for the My Brother’s Keeper 
Quilt Group.  The congregation has been very generous, and the group has run out of room to 
store the materials.  Thanks to all who have donated sheets, pillow cases, blankets, bedspreads, 
comforters, towels, draperies, tablecloths and fabric remnants to be made into sleeping bags for 
the homeless.  And thanks to LaNelle Hoffmann for managing this ministry of compassion. 
 
 
 
 

UMM Matters 
Tony Albanese 

 

The Trinity United Methodist Men want to thank everyone who purchased hoagies from us.  
We’re truly grateful for your generosity.  This is our major fundraiser for our Torgersen 
Scholarship Fund.  Every year, the UMM provides scholarships to a worthy student in the name 
of Matt Torgersen.  We have a goal set each year and with this year’s hoagie sale total of $1,400, 
we’re very close to achieving that goal. 
 

We’re truly thankful and humbled by your continued support.  And I guess it helps that we put 
out a pretty tasty sandwich!  Thank you to the many men who contributed their time preparing 
and selling the hoagies.  A special thanks to Fred Bormann who, as always, is the driving force 
behind the hoagie sale.  It would be a tall task to accomplish what we did without him.  He is a 
true treasure to the UMM and to our church.  Peace, love and see you in service. 
 
 
 
 

Greetings Ministry 
 

April 9th, as on every 2nd Sunday, the Greetings Ministry table will be in Starr Hall.  We have 
cards, envelopes, stamps and the names of people who need a friendly, caring greeting from 
Trinity Church.  All YOU need to do is just sit down for a few minutes after whatever service you 
attend and write a note of care, compassion and hope.  It makes a difference to the person who 
receives that note! 
 

If you know someone who would enjoy receiving a greeting from Trinity, write a note at the 
Greetings table.  We also want to send mail to service men and women to let them know we 
remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any military folks to Edna Barrier at 
nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
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With Our Sympathy 
 

 Nancy Snover on the death of her mother, Gloria Taylor 
 Jeff Schulte and family on the death of his grandmother 
 John VanSant on the death of his cousin, Linda VanSant Legg 
 Family and friends of Zola Mills 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 
Many thank you’s to clergy and friends who prayed for my sister, Betty Smith, while she was ill 
and for the many cards, words and prayers of sympathy, encouragement, love and support after 
her passing. 

Claude Buchman and family 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Garden News 
 

Plans for Trinity’s communal garden are well underway for this year.  And there’s lots of ways 
the congregation can help. 
 

 The garden needs more volunteers to help with a variety of tasks, like watering, planting, 
maintaining and picking.  Can you give some time to help with this vital ministry?  
Produce harvested from the garden benefits the Food Pantry and its recipients. 

 

 How about donating some plants?  Or starting some seedlings that can be transplanted 
to the garden? 

 

 This year’s wish list includes: 
 

Rain barrel 
Hose reels 
Composter 

 

Contact Mary Brigode at maryloisbrigode@yahoo.com to volunteer, find out what type of plants 
and seeds the garden can use and to donate something. 
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Pastoral Hospital Visits 
 

Trinity pastors regularly visit Hackettstown Medical Center and other area hospitals.  Due to lack 
of communication, HIPPA regulations or other factors, sometimes they don’t know when 
someone goes to the hospital.  Also, when patients provide intake information, it’s important for 
the correct religious information to be noted so that pastors see it on the census they’re given 
and can find patients. 
 

If you or a family member is in the hospital, the best way to ensure that the pastors know about 
it is for you or other responsible party to call the church office at 908-852-3020.  And remember 
to indicate your religion when you’re admitted, even when you’ve gone to the emergency room. 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Safe Sanctuaries Policy 
 

Trinity is in complete compliance with agreed-upon practices that ensure that all persons are 
safe as they participate in our ministries.  This especially applies to minors.  We have a Safe 
Sanctuaries Policy outlining a wide variety of practices that seek to ensure that everyone is safe 
and secure as they participate at Trinity and in Trinity ministries beyond our campus.  This policy 
is under the review and guidance of the Greater New Jersey Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  We also have a ministry team that regularly reviews this policy.  If you’d like to see a 
copy, call the church office at 908-852-3020. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can make a final expression of the importance of your faith and church in your life is 
by including Trinity in your last will and testament.  Persons doing so are memorialized 

on our Fellowship for the Future plaque in the main foyer. 
For details on this step or for a reference to an attorney who can assist you, speak with 

Dr. Frank Fowler. 
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Creation Care 
Carol Kitchell Droppa 

 

Earth Day is April 22nd.  The campaign for this year is Environmental and Climate Literacy.  The 
Earth Day Network has set an ambitious goal of achieving global climate and environmental 
justice literacy by Earth Day 2020.  One of the strategies is to hold teach-ins around the world 
where citizens can gather to learn about local environmental issues and develop techniques to 
take action.  Education is critical because lawmakers and business leaders are not responding to 
environmental crises. 
 

Education is a key component of establishing good and effective environmental stewardship, 
including developing literacy in climate change.  In an environmental seminar presented by an 
international group that I attended, we learned that 97% of all the documented studies about 
climate change agreed that it’s real and primarily caused by human activity, and that it’s the one 
environmental challenge we can actually do something about. 
 
 

 
 
 

Trinity’s Monarch Butterfly Waystation 
 

Our butterfly garden is established with a variety of nectar and host plants needed by monarch 
butterflies and other pollinators.  It’s thriving due to the dedication of a few members whose 
faithful watering, weeding, mulching and putting up and taking down the snow fence maintain 
the garden in the summer and protect it in the winter.  As the plants continue to flourish, we 
hope to see more and more butterflies there.  Anyone who would like to volunteer to help with 
the garden and support Trinity’s environmental ministry, please contact Carren Thomas at 
908-852-7437. 
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God in Many Faces 
Tammy Bormann 

 

Recently, our group has chosen to change its name to the God in Many Faces Social Justice 
Ministry Team.  Meeting twice a month, we’ll continue to focus on being a study and dialogue 
group, as well as expanding our learning commitment by embracing a new focus on actions that 
will take us beyond our meeting room walls. 
 
We envision creating ways that group members and others in the congregation may pursue 
action for social justice in our community.  We also commit ourselves to congregational 
education through a variety of avenues, such as sharing the compelling questions we’re 
exploring, hosting congregational gatherings to screen documentary films we’re viewing, 
inviting the congregation to read some of the books we’re studying, providing training and 
education, where appropriate, for congregational action around social justice issues, and 
launching a Fearless Conversations program. 
 
We’re committed to inviting youth to join adults in this journey of dialogue and action because 
we believe that intergenerational learning around social justice issues can be beneficial to all 
participants. 
 
We’re particularly interested in sharing and discussing the UMC Statement of Social Principles 
with the congregation because we believe that many Trinity members are unfamiliar with the 
statement and the stance that the UMC has taken on many pressing social issues.  And we’re 
committed to making space for the members of this team to experience faith-driven social 
justice study and action in ways that are consistent with the Heads, Hands, Heart and Soul 
model of our faith pathways. 
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Days of Remembrance 
 

The U.S. Congress established the week-long Days of Remembrance as the nation’s annual 
commemoration of the Holocaust.  Monday, April 24th is worldwide Holocaust Remembrance 
Day.  Although the Jews were the primary target of the Nazi regime, other groups were 
persecuted for racial or ideological reasons.  The earliest victims were political opponents, 
including Socialists and trade union leaders.  Dachau, the first concentration camp, was a 
detention center for thousands of German political prisoners.  Authors and artists were also 
targeted if they were considered subversive or were Jewish. 
 

Roma (Gypsies) were targeted for “racial” reasons.  More than 20,000 were gassed in mobile gas 
vans and Auschwitz-Birkenau.  Poles and other Slavic people were defined as being inferior or 
ideologically dangerous, including thousands of intellectuals and Catholic priests.  At least 1.9 
million non-Jewish Polish civilians were killed. 
 

Soviet prisoners of war and people with “Asiatic features” were killed.  Three million Soviets 
were held in camps and deprived of food and medical care with the intention to kill them.  The 
Nazis incarcerated Christian church leaders who opposed Nazism, and thousands of Jehovah 
Witnesses were imprisoned or executed.  The Euthanasia Program murdered 200,000 people 
with mental or physical disabilities, including children and people who were institutionalized.  
Thousands of people who were termed homosexual and those who were accused of “asocial” or 
criminal behavior died. 
 

Why remember these horrors?  Because genocide in countries throughout the world has 
continued into our current time.  Because it’s fatally easy to begin down the path from “us and 
them” to a very dark place.  Go to https://www.ushmm.org for more information. 
 
 

     
 

Palm Sunday        April 16th 

April 9th
 

 

Worship with Us! 
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Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
April 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

Food with a Focus 
Meets weekly on Monday 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Pami residence 

Wednesday 
April 5, 12, 19, 26 
 

Girls (Grades 9 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Wednesday 

6:45 – 8:15 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
April 12, 26 
 

High School Boys’ Group 
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Varies 

Monday 
April 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 
14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, 
28 
 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
April 12 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

 
 
 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group 
 

Are you eight years old or older?  Do you knit and/or crochet?  Would you like to learn how to 
knit or crochet?  Beginners and those who are more experienced are welcome at this fellowship 
small group every 2nd Wednesday of the month in Room 104, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  This month’s 
meeting is on Wednesday, April 12th.   For additional information, contact Ginny Thorp at 
908-852-3020, ext. 16 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 
 

3rd Grade Bible Blast:  April 23rd 
 

The Third Grade Bible Blast on Sunday, April 23rd, 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. is the Family Bible Blast 
Celebration in Starr Hall.  Parents are welcome to join their third grader to see all of the fun 
things they’ve learned about the Bible this year in Bible Blast.  Refreshments will be provided.  
RSVP to Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org if you’re able to attend. 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School Coming this Summer:  July 24th – 28th 
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KidVenture News 
 

 April 2nd and 9th the students in KidVenture will be participating in stations all about Holy 
Week led by the 7th grade church school class.  This is a special time when our older 
students can teach and guide our younger ones. 

 

 April 16th is Easter Sunday, so we won’t have KidVenture or church school classes. 
Children are encouraged to worship with their families. 

 

 April 29th will begin a new unit in KidVenture titled “Fruit of the Spirit” when we’ll focus 
on Galatians 5:22-23.  If you’d like to volunteer in KidVenture or if you have any 
questions about the program, please email Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org or 
call 908-852-3020, ext. 17. 

 
 
 
 

5th Grade Fellowship 
 

 April 12th, 4:30 – 6 p.m. (weather permitting), we’ll be helping to clean up the Trinity 
communal garden for spring. 

 

 April 24th, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., we’ll meet in the KidZone for a time of fellowship and fun! 
 

 A family trip is set for Saturday, April 29th, 9:45 a.m. – 12 p.m., to go to the Lakota Wolf 
Preserve in Columbia, NJ.  More information will be available soon.  Please email Danielle 
Witt with any questions or to RSVP to any of these events at dwitt@catchthespirit.org. 

 
 
 
 

Middle School News for April 
 

Greetings to all 6th – 8th graders and their families!  April will certainly be a fun and busy month 
in Student Ministry, and we hope YOU can be a part of it!  Please make sure you’re on our email 
list, or try to stop by the main church building or Trinity House to pick up this month’s calendar.  
You can also ask to join our Facebook group:  Student Ministry Parents and Volunteers.  If you 
have any questions about the monthly events or need any help for your family, reach out to 
Laura Iacampo, Director of Middle School Ministry, at lvbiacampo@comcast.net or call/text at 
201-787-6842. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We’re quickly coming up to our biggest food drive of the year, and we need your help.  On 
Saturday, May 13th, the U.S. Postal Service is sponsoring its annual Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive.  Postal workers all over the country will be collecting food and donating it to local food 
banks and pantries.  In the past, the Hackettstown and Budd Lake post offices have donated 
their collected food to us. 
 

There are many ways that you can help.  On May 13th, please leave non-perishable food items 
(no glass, please) by your mailbox or you can deliver food to your post office or the Lord’s 
Pantry.  We’ll send our volunteer drivers to the post offices to pick up the food and bring it back 
to the Pantry.  We’ll be looking for MANY volunteers that day to help pick up, sort and store 
food.  Please watch upcoming Just Say Yes forms in the worship bulletins for your opportunity 
to sign up and volunteer your time.  Thank you in advance for making this a successful food 
drive! 
 

In February, we served 1,062 people (366 families):  327 children, 621 adults, 114 seniors. 
 

Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take donations to the church office when it’s open. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Easter Morning Worship 
Join us for worship and invite someone to come with you.  This is a time when 

people may accept an invitation. 
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Women Growing in Faith Retreat  

September 29th and 30th 
 

We’re already planning our Women Growing in Faith Annual Retreat right now.  Mark your 
calendars for September 29th and 30th, 2017.  We’ll meet for our 13th year!  How awesome!  

Looking forward to sharing time with all of you in Ocean Grove! 
 
 
 
 
 

Hackettstown Senior Trip 
 

Mama Mia! ~ June 7th 
Westchester Broadway Theater 

Elmsford, New York 

 
This musical is based on the songs of the pop group ABBA. 
 
Doors open at 11 a.m.  Showtime is 1 p.m.  Dinner is included. 
 

Price per person: $59 

 

Bus pick up:  Trinity at 9 a.m. 
Bus return:  Trinity approx. 6 p.m. 
 

Contact:  Marie James 
468 Valley Rd., Oxford, N.J., 07863 (908-295-8704) 

 

Senior Bus Trip Request Form needed with your payment for new attendees. 
Please bring a canned good or two for the Lord’s Pantry. 
 

No reservations accepted after Friday, May 5th 
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The View from Here 
 

Resurrection, revival, rebirth, renewal, resuscitation, restoration.  There’s a lot of good “R” words 
that come to mind this month.  And they rest on a common foundation, an idea that something 
can come from what was finished, dead, deflated or stalled on the road. 
 
Who doesn’t like the idea of a second chance?  An opportunity to start again?  The ability to 
bring forth something new in our lives?  Especially when we feel like our spaces are getting too 
narrow, our best work might be behind us, or our feet are sticking in the mud of our life 
circumstances.  It doesn’t even need to be dramatic.  Sometimes, we just want to midwife an 
idea or a vision into the world.  We long to express ourselves in actions that culminate in 
something good.  Something good for our own souls and something good for others. 
 
So maybe this month is a time when we can believe in possibility.  Maybe we can open up to 
reviving a dream or a purpose that used to quicken our pulses.  Maybe we can restore a 
relationship that has foundered on the shoals of misunderstanding and hurt.  Maybe we can do 
the thing we think we can’t. 
 
Potent symbols for inspiration attend us in this time.  The power of the empty tomb and the 
road to Emmaus.  The heady burgeoning of life as spring unfurls.  The lengthening days and 
growing light.  Easter seems to shout out to us, “Why not?”  Grasp the hole-scarred hands and 
whisper, “I believe.” 
 
The verse on the front cover of this issue proclaims, “Just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  A new life in Christ.  A life in God’s 
eternal kingdom.  And a new chapter in the story we’re writing about our lives, about our time 
here and what we do with it. 
 
I wish you every hope, every possibility. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Missions 
Midnight Run 

The team travels to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several designated 
locations.  Donate large or extra large men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and 
wash cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® 
bags.  Monetary donations accepted.  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net). 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need people to help set up and 
break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  
If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always 
two people hosting at a time.  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for food 
donations (908-813-3865). 

 
The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – Saturday, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 

 
Coupons for Community 

The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase much-needed items, 
including many that are free.  One coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds of items if enough folks 
bring it in.  Place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 

 
Safe Harbor Ministry 
The fourth Saturday of every month, we take a meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, PA.  We meet at 
Trinity’s kitchen at 3 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner and eat with the residents, and 
then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults 
participate in the trip.  Children are welcome to come with their parents.  Sarah Hergert (908-850-1458). 
 
Military Prayer & Care Ministry 
The ministry accepts names and addresses of servicemen and women to whom they can send care packages.  Please 
call to provide names and to find out what items are needed.  Harry & Lauren Mount (908-459-5493). 
 
Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal.  Cheryl Pami 
(732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org). 

 
Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
In-Prison Ministry:  We offer 12-week classes at Northern State Prison, a men’s institution.  Contact Peter Smith at 
psmithtrc@gmail.com.  Backpack Ministry:  Released prisoners often possess very little other than the clothes on 
their back.  This ministry provides a few days’ worth of essential items, including toiletries, clothing, food and a bible.  
Contact Peter Smith at psmithtrc@gmail.com.  Correspondence Ministry:  Correspond with an inmate who’s seeking 
to know Christ.  Contact Carol Kitchell Droppa at kitchell@comcast.net. 
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Serving God with Us in April 
 

Chapel Ushers     Scripture Readers – 9:15 
April 2  Gary Kuipers   April 2  Tish Carpenter 
April 9  Darryl & Debbie Tuxhorn  April 9  Leslie Williams-Wexler 
April 16  Pattie & Dennis Huff  April 16  No reader 
April 23  Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers April 23  Eileen Bozzuffi 
April 30  Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes  April 30  TBD 
 

Greeters - 9:15 
April 2 Michele Risley, Amanda & Paul Cummings 
April 9 Linda Gonia, Gail & Bruce Howell 
April 16 Carol Hoff, Christina, Savannah & Bob Doelfel 
April 23 Nancy Harte, Karen Riccobono, Leslie Wexler 
April 30 TBD 
 

Greeters - 10:45 

April 2 LaNelle Hoffmann, Jessie Gillespie, Micah Ahlgren 
April 9 LaNelle Hoffmann, Barry Widenor, Micah Ahlgren 
April 16 LaNelle Hoffmann, Micah Ahlgren 
April 23 LaNelle Hoffmann, Micah Ahlgren, Fred Bormann 
April 30 TBD 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
April 2 Joe Thomas, Pat & Joe Bristow, Kate Stiner, Sharon Roff, Donna Re, Doug Powell 
April 9 Joe Thomas, Sharon Roff, Donna Re, Carolyn Sunday, Michele Risley, Marybeth & Wayne DiBernard, 

Norm Graule, Lorry Fulton 
April 16 Joe Thomas, Bob & Cris Hom, Sharon Roff, Bob Doelfel, Savannah Doelfel, Carolyn Sunday, Karen 

Riccobono, Tony Albanese, Edna Burton 
April 23 Joe Thomas, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Sharon Roff, Donna Re, Doug Powell, Tony Albanese, Bill 

Bippus, Brenda Sargeant 
April 30 Joe Thomas, Sharon Roff, Donna Re, Carolyn Sunday, Tony Albanese, Bill Bippus, Rich Bonte 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
April 2 Carol Munro, Gean Gallagher, Linda McClune, Scott Matthews, Glennora Broadwell, Jeff Deibel Sr., 

Pat Mullen, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Dan Feidler 
April 9 Carol Munro, Scott Matthews, Vernon Kilkenny, Jeff Deibel Sr., Pat Mullen, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, 

Faydeanne Henkel, Nancy Soleau, Joan Roehrich 
April 16 Carol Munro, Scott Matthews, Jeff Deibel Sr., Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Dan Feidler, Joan Roehrich, 

Roger Hammond, Mary Brigode, Terri Watson 
April 23 Carol Munro, Scott Matthews, Pat Mullen, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Faydeanne Henkel, Nancy Soleau, 

Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond 
April 30 Carol Munro, Scott Matthews, Pat Mullen, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Dan Fiedler 
 

Maundy Thursday Ushers 
Joe Thomas, Leslie Williams-Wexler, Joan Crouse, Becky Illnick, Eileen Bozzuffi, Gary Droppa, Leslie Felix-Mule, Fran & 
Bill Blaskopf, Kathryn Twaddell 
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Good Friday Ushers 
Carol Munro, Christina Gleason, Scott Matthews, Vernon Kilkenny, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Becky Illnick, Leslie Felix-
Mule, Mary Brigode, Nancy Soleau 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15    Welcome Center – 10:45 
April 2 Pauline Churchill    April 2  Mike White 
April 9 Dottie Stearns    April 9  Mike White 
April 16 Dottie Stearns    April 16  Carol Gall 
April 23 Michele Risley    April 23  Sue Pinkerton 
April 30 Frank & Rosann Cavallaro   April 30  Gean Gallagher 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
April 2  Joe Racz   Steve Blazier  Ruben Espada 
April 9  Julie Ryan  Janice Paulussen  Laval Li Ah Kim 
April 16  Bill Anzel  Lori DeLorenzo  Sharon Hoff 
April 23  Julie Ryan  Steve Blazier  Don Harris 
April 30  Peter Smith  Lori DeLorenzo  TBD 

 
 
 
 

 
 

April 22nd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 2017 
 

Trinity Tidings© Is Published by Trinity United Methodist Church 
Editor:  Carol Kitchell Droppa (kitchell@comcast.net; 908-759-0142) 

Production Coordinator:  Pattie Huff (phuff@catchthespirit.org) 
 

Trinity Church 
213 Main Street 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 
908-852-3020 

 

www.catchthespirit.org 

www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit 

mailto:kitchell@comcast.net
mailto:phuff@catchthespirit.org
http://www.catchthespirit.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit

