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Trinity Church is a fellowship seeking to share the love and word of Jesus Christ 
with all. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Pastor 
 

Come, Be a Part of It 
 

An article on financial stewardship to the church once reported there are several reasons why 
people donate their money to their church.  It included things like the fact that they’ve made a 
promise in membership to give, or because of tax advantages, or because of who is asking.  One 
of my personal motivations for tithing to Trinity is because I want to be a part of doing great 
things for God and Jesus Christ. 
 

When I see young people doing mission work in Appalachia and coming back as deeper 
disciples, I know that by my giving I’m a part of that. 
 

When I know lay visitors have spent time with lonely senior citizens and give them hope, love 
and encouragement, I know that by my giving, I’m a part of that. 
 

When I watch little children being taught the story of the Good Samaritan in the Bible we’ve 
given them, I know that I’m a part of that. 
 

When I hear a pastor speak of praying at the bedside of a dying person, assuring him of his 
coming heaven, I know I’m a part of that. 
 

When I hear a parishioner report about teaching the Bible to inmates in Northern State Prison, I 
know that I’m a part of that. 
 

YES......you and I ARE a part of everything that happens in ministry and mission at Trinity, and 
together WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE for Jesus Christ. 
 

This is stewardship month at Trinity when we focus on our plan to make a commitment to 
support our ministry for next year. 
 

Our theme is IMAGINE – DREAMING BIG DREAMS FOR GOD. 
 

Please join me in prayerful reflection of how we can continue and expand our ministry through 
our giving of time, talents and treasures. 
 

Read the literature you receive, choose where you want to serve, decide to increase your 
financial giving, and know that when Commitment Weekend comes on November 3rd and 4th, 
you’ll be choosing to continue being a part of God’s great dreams in and through Trinity 
Church. 
 

Together in Christ’s service, 

    Frank 
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The Bulletin Board 
 
Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, October 1st 
Monday, October 1st (note the date) at 2 p.m. in the Heath Room at Heath Village, we’ll gather once again 
for an enjoyable afternoon.  Several ladies from Belvidere Methodist Church will share with us their 
wonderful ministry helping homeless people.  They create waterproof sleeping mats out of ShopRite 
plastic bags!  This is a very unique ministry and a very worthwhile service that we’re sure you’ll be 
interested in learning about.  In fact, they may want us to participate in this ministry.  So, save your plastic 
shopping bags and bring them to our next meeting and come see how these talented and creative ladies 
are recycling plastic bags into useful and necessary sleeping mats.  Bring your friends.  You know we’ll 
have a great afternoon, plus terrific fall treats to eat.  Hope to see you then.  If you have any questions, 
call 908-852-6431. 

 
 
Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, October 13th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome.  There will 
be no breakfast in September. 

 
 
New Members Reception:  Sunday, October 14th 
The process includes a dinner on Friday, October 12th, and on the 14th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and reception 
into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find Trinity is a good place 
for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more information or to join, let one of the 
pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in 
the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 

 
 
Baptism:  Sunday, November 18th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  For 
information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our website.  The next 
baptism dates are January 20th and March 17th. 
 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network:  September 30th – October 7th 
 
Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, October 27th 

 
Midnight Run: Breakfast Run Saturday, October 20th 

Midnight Run Saturday, November 24th 
Breakfast Run Sunday, December 9th 
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It’s almost here! Commitment Weekend is November 3rd 
and 4th! 

 
 
This year, the In His Steps Ministry Team has chosen the theme of Imagine.  For this year of 
imagining, we invite you to dream big dreams for God!  What dreams would you dream for God 
if you had no limitations on resources?  Those are the dreams we want to dream. 
 
For example, can you dream of a world that operates on love and in peace?  That’s a really big 
dream isn’t it?  Almost sounds impossible, but we know that “Nothing is impossible for God!” 
(Luke 1:37 CEV).  We also know that each of us is called to do our part, whatever that is, within 
the Body of Christ.  With everyone doing his and her part, little things add up to big things.  Just 
last month we fed over 5,000 people.  This was a big dream when we started and nobody knew 
how we would accomplish it.  With everyone doing his or her part, no matter how small it was, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit it happened! 
 
Each year our ministry leaders dream about how Trinity Church can serve its people, its 
community and the world.  In order to make those dreams come true, we need people who are 
willing to share their time, their talents and their treasure.  No matter how big or small, 
everything you give matters. 
 
We invite you to consider making a commitment.  How we plan for next year’s ministries relies 
heavily on your commitment.  Please know that you can always amend a pledge if life situations 
change and know that your commitment is confidential, shared only with those who need to 
know.  It’s our hope and prayer that as we enter this season of commitment, we’ll all prayerfully 
begin to dream big dreams for God.  May each of us step out in faith, giving back from what 
God has generously provided in order to build the Kingdom of God here and now. 
 

The In His Steps Ministry Team 
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Ministry Fair October 28th 
in Starr Hall 

 
 

• Visit each of our ministry team displays. 
 

• Speak with those already involved in these 
ministries to learn more about them. 

 

• Find the ministry team or teams where you 
can participate using your gifts and graces. 

 

• Note your desire to serve on your 
commitment card. 

 

• Commitment weekend is November 3rd and 4th.  
Bring your commitment card to the altar 
then! 
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Active Shooter Training Evening on October 1st 
 

As a part of our ongoing efforts to keep our campus safe, we’ll welcome representatives from 
the Warren County Prosecutors Office who will conduct an active shooter training seminar on 
Monday evening, October 1st at 7 p.m. in Trinity House.  Specified church leaders will be asked 
to attend, but this event is open to all and we’ll be inviting leaders from other churches to join 
us. 
 
 
 
 

Greetings Ministry ~ Sunday, October 14th 

 

Come to the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall.  We have cards, envelopes, stamps and the 
names of people who need a friendly, caring greeting from Trinity.  All you need to do is sit 
down for a few minutes and write a note of compassion and hope.  Or you may know someone 
who would enjoy receiving a greeting.  We also want to send mail to service men and women to 
let them know we remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any military folks to 
Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
 
 
 
 

Participate in a Savor Supper 

 
 

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Suppers include no more than five women plus the host allowing for 
women to really connect with one another over a simple meal. 
 

If you’re willing to open your home for a Savor Supper, please email Pastor Deb at 
ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  You choose the date and time!  Please include that information in 
your email as well. 
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Small Groups Starting in October! 

 
 

 
October 2  Emerging Adult Ministry 
 
October 3  Fear of the Other 
 
October 4 The Storm Inside:  Trade the Chaos of How You Feel for the Truth of Who 

You Are 
 
October 7  Matthew to Revelation: Cards FOR Humanity 
 
October 13  United Methodist Men 
 
October 15  Spiritual Gifts & Discipleship Path 
 

Sign up online or contact Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020, ext. 17. 
Details for these groups can be found in the Small Group Booklet or online at 

Small Group Booklet 2018. 
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UMM Matters 
Bill Blaskopf 

 

The United Methodist Men didn’t have a breakfast meeting in September.  We cancelled it to 
allow as many Trinity members who could to participate in the Caravan of Hope.  We thank 
those members who gave of their time and energy to help in the feeding of the 5,000.  We’ll 
resume our second Saturday of the month breakfasts on October 13th.  The current schedule for 
the fall is: 
 
October 13th, we’ll have our second in a series of discussions on the Social Principles of the 
UMC.  This time, we’ll discuss The Social Community.  We’ll have copies of the text available and 
if you still have the booklet that was passed out last year, please bring it. 
 
November 10th, John Torkos will help us celebrate Veteran’s Day by doing a presentation that 
highlights WW I veterans from Hackettstown.  John will be bringing some of his personal 
memorabilia, including the WW I uniform he wears during reenactments.  We’ll also recognize 
our veterans who are present. 
 
December 8th, we’ll have our annual Christmas celebration.  Details are still being worked out, 
but it will involve the singing of Christmas carols. 
 
January 12th, Steve Somers will speak to us on the very important topic of “Encouraging Your 
Children/Grandchildren to Reach Their Potential.”  Please invite family members to attend. 
 
Finally, we continue to sell Trinity Name Badges.  If you have not gotten yours, please look for 
the forms around church.  We send in an order whenever we get to about 10 badges.  And, 
we’re selling our “Good News” t-shirts.  The next order will go in around October 15th. 
 
Please remember, UMM is not just for men.  We invite all members of Trinity to attend.  
Among our goals is to provide a sense of community, a meaningful presentation and a fantastic 
breakfast. 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

✓ Good news from the Interfaith Hospitality Network, a program helping to restore the 
lives of homeless people.  Trinity is one of the participating churches that houses these 
folks for a week.  In the summer, a family of husband, wife and three little children 
stayed with us.  Recently, we received word that this family did move into its own 
apartment, and that both mom and dad found jobs.  This is good news, indeed. 
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World Communion Weekend ~ October 6th and 7th 
 

Holy Communion 
We’ll celebrate World Communion Sunday in all four worship services on October 6th and 7th.  

This is a time when millions of Christians celebrate the sacrament around the world.  We seek to 
make this service especially meaningful and representative of the world community.  Trinity is 
blessed to have members who were born in 32 different countries, as represented by our flags 

in Starr Hall.  Be sure to worship and share in Holy Communion this weekend. 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

✓ Broadway Singer Mark McVey Returns to Trinity 
 

We’re blessed that gifted singer and actor Mark McVey will be returning to Trinity to share 
his amazing musical gifts.  Mark will sing in the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services on 
Sunday, November 4th. 
 

Mark has sung the role of Jean Val Jean in the play Les Misérables more than any other 
person.  He sang on Broadway for many years, and then off Broadway as well.  A devoted 
Christian, Mark now shares his gift of music in many places, and we look forward to 
welcoming him in a few weeks. 
 

Mark your calendar and invite a friend to this very special worship service. 
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Trinity's College Student Guardian Angel Program Student Form 
 

If you’re a college student who would like to receive cards, notes and little packages from 
someone from church throughout the year as a way to stay connected, fill out the information 
listed below and return it to the church office, put it in the offering plate, email to Laura 
Iacampo (see below) or send via "snail mail" to the office at 213 Main Street, Hackettstown, N.J. 
07840.  Note that this is for ALL college students — any year in their education, any type of 
continuing education, and even if you commute! 
 

Parents and caregivers are more than welcome to sign up their child(ren), as well!  Use your best 
printing — please and thank you! 
 
Name of College Student: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Cell number (optional - just a way to send a quick text!): _____________________________ 
 
 
Birthday (also optional): ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any questions?  Reach out to Laura Iacampo at 201-787-6842 (talk or text) or 
iacampo.laura@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
If you’re interested in being a guardian angel to a college student, please contact Laura Iacampo 
at 201-787-6842 or Iacampo.laura@gmail.com to get that started or check here and return this 
form to the church office. 
 
____ I’d like to be a guardian angel to a college student for the 2018/2019 school year. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Best way to contact me: _____________________________________________________________ 
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Fall is here! 
It’s definitely time to take out knitting needles 

and/or crochet hooks! 
 

We’d love to have YOU join us for the October meeting of the Jr. Prayer 
Shawl small fellowship ministry group which is for kids, eight years old 

and older. 
 

Our October meeting will be on Wednesday, October 10th, 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  Mrs. Thorp, Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and 

Mrs. Neumann are looking forward to seeing you! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Ginny Thorp at gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 
908-852-3020, ext. 16 or 908-894-0173 (cell). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Ministry 
 

Middle school can be some of the toughest three years of a student's life.  During the month of 
October, we’ll be participating in a short series called "Surviving Middle School."  The goal over 
the course of this four-week series is to provide students with tools to help them thrive during 
their middle school years — a "Swiss army knife of awesomeness.”  We’ll be learning some 
game-changing tools from the wisdom book of Proverbs to cover topics such as making friends, 
making wise choices, the impact of your words and how to be a leader.  We’ll be meeting on 
Wednesdays, October 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th, 6 – 8 p.m.  There will be no MSM on October 31st 
(Halloween!)  Note:  Please join us on October 18th for our annual Trunk or Treat!  Any 
questions, contact Vania Stevenson, MSM Director, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
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Nursery News 
 

Hello from Trinity's youngest.  As always, the nursery is open during both the 9:15 and 
10:45 a.m. services on Sunday mornings.  Silent pagers are available for you.  If you have a 
passion for young children and would like to volunteer, we could always use your help.  Books 
and Bubbles and Movies and Music and Toys!  In other words, we have a lot FUN!!  On top of all 
the fun, one of the things we’ll do each month is work on a special project.  For the month of 
October, we’ll be working on a special project of appreciation.  Contact Kristi McCollum, Nursery 
Director, at kmccollum@catchthespirit.org for more information. 
 
 
 
 

High School Ministry 
 

Soul Café 
Soul Café calling all high school students!  How goes YOUR Soul?  What's it look like "to live out 
your faith" in your everyday lives?  What faith questions do you still wrestle with?  The brand 
new "Soul Café" will tackle these questions (and more) each Sunday, 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. in Room 
303 (across from the Upper Room in the big church).  Join us as we grab a cup of coffee, tea or 
hot chocolate and discuss these faith questions along with other current topics.  The Soul Café 
is open to all high school students and is facilitated by Jake Mule and Pastor Don. 
 

High School Fellowship 
All high school students are invited, no sign-ups necessary!  Come share community while 
discovering faith and communicating God’s Word in an open, friendly, Christian high school 
fellowship through mission and fun activities!  We’ll meet a couple times a month.  Place and 
times will vary.  For the schedule, please check the worship bulletin, join the Student Ministry 
Parents and Volunteer page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami at cpami@catchthespirit.org. 
 

High School Girls 
All girls in grades 9 - 12 are cordially invited to join in on the conversation, community and 
perhaps calamity that is all about being a GIRL!  High School Girls group is intended for us to 
grow together, and we’ll make this small group what you feel you need to get through your 
week!  Join anytime!  We’ll meet two Wednesdays per month, 6 - 8 p.m. in the Upper Room.  For 
the schedule, please check the worship bulletin, join the Student Ministry Parents and Volunteer 
page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami at cpami@catchthespirit.org. 
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Christmas Pageant Fellowship Group 
 

October 1st, 15th and 29th, all children in grades four – seven are welcome to be a part of Trinity’s 
2018 Christmas Pageant, Live from Bethlehem.  The first rehearsal will be Monday, October 1st, 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the Kidzone.  The group will meet every other Monday until the pageant, 
which is on Sunday, December 9th during the 9:15 a.m. service.  If you have any questions or 
would like to sign up, please contact Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org or 570-977-5050. 
 
 
 
 

KidVenture Corner 
 

October 7th and 14th The children in KidVenture will continue the rotations of art, science and 
spiritual practices for the story of David and Goliath.  We’ll also be filling 
our Kindness Tree with all of our acts of Kindness. 

 
October 21st The children in KidVenture will take part in the storytelling lesson for Unit 

2, “Jonah and the Fish.”  A meeting for Unit 2 station leaders will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
October 28th Music and Mission Sunday in the Kidzone for the two-year-old class 

through the 5th grade.  The students in KidVenture will create special 
notes to be included in the pencil cases that are brought to the children 
in Haiti by Trinity’s Haiti team in January. 

 
 
 
 

Trunk or Treat 
Thursday, October 18th 

6 – 8 p.m. 

What a treat it is to see hundreds of children and their families on our campus for this joy-filled 
Halloween celebration.  This year, we again will partner with the local school district, the 
Hackettstown Business Improvement District and some local restaurants to make this an even 
better event.  There’s no cost, but there will be dinner items available for purchase.  We do need 
many families to decorate their car trunk, fill it with Halloween treats and to 
participate that evening.  Even if you don’t have kids, you’ll have a great time. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We have a lot to be thankful for here at the Pantry.  First, we continue to meet a very valuable 
need in our community.  Thanks to our donors and community support, we’re able to keep our 
doors open and our shelves stocked.  Second, the monthly number of people served has 
recently gotten lower and seems to have reached a plateau.  For several months now, our 
average has been just under 1,100 people.  In the not-too-distant past, we had served up to 
1,600 people a month, so we’re glad that our numbers have dropped. 
 
As we enter the height of the holiday season, we again ask that you consider hosting a food 
drive at your business, school, club, scout troop or other organization.  We’ll be distributing 
Thanksgiving baskets which include a turkey and all the fixings for a complete dinner and 
dessert.  We’re also offering extra items to families during the month of December.  As a result, 
we’ll be handing out much more food than usual over the next couple of months, and really 
need your help to make this happen. 
 
During August, we served 1,047 people:  323 children, 605 adults and 119 seniors. 
 
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take 
donations to the church office when it’s open.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church 
office, marked "Lord's Pantry" in the memo section. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

❖ Judy Onderko on the death of her mother-in-law, Rosemary Onderko 
❖ Vivian Lash on the death of her husband, Bill Lash 
❖ Family and friends of Shelia Amrich 
❖ Tracy Langel on the death of her mother 
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God in Many Faces 
Carol Kitchell 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) evolved from the Day of Unity held in October 
1981 and conceived by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  The intent was to 
connect advocates across the nation who were working to end violence against women and 
their children.  October 1987 marked the initiation of the first national domestic violence toll-
free hotline.  In 1989, the U.S. Congress passed Public Law 101-112 designating October as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
 

• Every nine seconds in the U.S., a woman is assaulted or beaten. 
 

• Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women, more than car accidents, 
muggings and rapes combined. 

 

• Studies suggest that up to 10 million children witness some form of domestic violence 
annually. 

 

• Every day in the U.S., more than three women are murdered by their husbands or 
boyfriends. 

 

• Domestic violence victims lose nearly eight million days of paid work per year in the U.S., 
the equivalent of 32,000 full-time jobs. 

 

• The costs of intimate partner violence in the U.S. exceed $5.8 billion per year:  $4.1 
billion for direct medical and health care services, while productivity losses account for 
nearly $1.8 billion. 

 

• Men who as children witnessed their parents’ domestic violence are twice as likely to 
abuse their own wives than sons of nonviolent parents. 

 

• Domestic violence can occur in heterosexual and same-sex relationships. 
 

• One in four women and one in seven men will experience severe physical violence by an 
intimate partner in his or her lifetime. 

 

• One in 10 women in the U.S. will be raped by an intimate partner in her lifetime. 
 

• Nearly half of all women and men in the U.S. will experience psychological aggression by 
an intimate partner in their lifetime. 
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Thank You 
 
Dear Trinity Family, 
 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratefulness for every thought, note, 
card, gift, text and especially prayers during what has been a very difficult time for Faith and our 
family.  It is during times like this that God’s people come together to show support and love in 
any way they can.  It helps turn something that’s difficult into something beautiful.  It’s how God 
carries us through it.  Although Faith has somewhat of a road ahead of her, she will prevail 
through and is very determined to do so!  Her name reminds us every day of why she’s here and 
she gives us strength that we would not have without her.  Thank you again from the bottom of 
our hearts for your love, care and support.  It has undoubtedly helped carry us through.  For 
Anything Impossible Trust Him....that’s FAITH. 
  With Love & Appreciation, 

Peter, Lorraine, Julia, Olivia & Faith Morelli 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Have You Done It Yet? 
 

Have you made a final will and testament?  Many people have not, and when a person dies 
without a will, his or her estate decisions can be made by a person who does not know the final 
wishes or who does not even know the person.  We bless our families with good end-of-life 
planning by having a will in which our final wishes are clear.  And in your will, please consider 
including a gift to your church.  Some do this as a percentage of an estate, others as a fixed 
amount.  And yet others bequeath things like stock, life insurance proceeds or even land.  But 
however you choose, it makes an important final statement when you remember our church in 
your last will and testament 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Missions 
Midnight Run 
We travel to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several designated locations.  
Donate large or extra-large men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and wash 
cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  Monetary 
donations accepted.  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net). 

 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need people to help set up and 
break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  
If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always 
two people hosting at a time.  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for food 
donations (908-813-3865). 

 
 
The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the 
Barn. 

 
 
Connect for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase much-needed items, 
including many that are free.  One coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds of items if enough folks 
bring it in.  Place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 

 
 
Safe Harbor Ministry 
The fourth Saturday of every month, we take a meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, PA.  We meet at 
Trinity’s kitchen at 2:30 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner and eat with the residents, 
and then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults 
participate in the trip.  Children are welcome to come with their parents.  Cheryl Ferguson (908-798-1276; 
cherylferguson00@gmail.com). 

 
 
Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal.  Cheryl Pami 
(732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org). 

 
 
Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
In-Prison Ministry:  We offer 12-week classes at Northern State Prison, a men’s institution.  Backpack Ministry:  This 
ministry provides released prisoners a few days’ worth of essential items, including toiletries, clothing, food and a 
bible.  Correspondence Ministry:  Correspond with an inmate who’s seeking to know Christ.  Peter Smith 
(psmithtrc@gmail.com). 
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The View from Here 
 

Recently, I joined a local photographers’ club.  At the first meeting I attended, a professional 
photographer who specializes in nature images gave a presentation.  He showed many bird 
pictures which were very impressive.  But he also showed us images he had made when he first 
began shooting alongside recent images he made of the same species of birds.  In this way, we 
could see the progression of his skills in terms of technical expertise and the growth of his visual 
sensibilities. 
 
It's easy to fall prey to comparison — how does my work stack up against someone else’s work?  
In this case, the artist wanted to make the point that experience, practice and education all 
contribute to the growing width and depth of a person’s creative expression and technical skills.  
And that’s exactly what I value and hoped for — learning from the club’s invited speakers and 
the other members and continuing to develop my craft.  Because we need to grow and open 
ourselves to ideas and ways of doing things that can deepen our experience and ability to more 
effectively and satisfactorily do what we do.  It’s also all about venturing out of our comfort 
place. 
 
I don’t see why these ideas wouldn’t apply generally to our lives and faith walk.  We want to 
have a sense of movement and greater capability, and hopefully a developing wisdom. 
 
If we live to be 100, we’ll never get to a place in our life of faith this side of eternity where we 
can say “we’ve arrived” and we know it all.  And the idea that we aim for a place of peace and 
settle into a psychological easy chair when we arrive there doesn’t seem to square up with God’s 
ideas.  I don’t mean, of course, that we can’t hope to feel at peace with decisions we make and 
directions we take when we know they’re in accord with God’s will.  We all talk about 
attempting to discern what direction we should take and by what means we hear and attend to 
the call of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Maybe our faith walk is very like pursuing creative work.  We get better at what we do by 
learning from those who’ve gone ahead of us and who share their skills and insights.  We keep 
practicing, even when we don’t feel like it or when it seems like we’re not doing as well as we 
think we should.  We think about what we’re doing and what might make a difference and 
where our heart is in all the busyness and effort.  We don’t compare ourselves to others in ways 
that make us feel defeated.  We hold onto the idea that we have skills and abilities and gifts that 
are uniquely ours and which the world needs.  And we keep going as long as we’re able to keep 
going, remembering that the life-affirming and compassionate difference we make in people’s 
lives is the jewel in the crown, the work that really matters. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in October 

Chapel Ushers 
October 7  Dennis & Pattie Huff 
October 14  Rob De Vos 
October 21  Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers 
October 28  Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes 
 
 

Greeters – 9:15 
October 7  Gail & Bruce Howell 
October 14  TBD 
October 21  Gail & Bruce Howell, Alice Davis 
October 28  TBD 
 
 

Greeters – 10:45 
October 7  Rosemary & David Robertson 
October 14  Cindy Hunt 
October 21  Barry Widenor 
October 28  Rosemary & David Robertson 
 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
October 7 Curt Peirson, Tony Albanese, Glenn Ashton, Joanne Steihl, Sharon Roff, Gary Droppa, Bill 

Bippus, Prince Kelvin Tetteh 
October 14 Donna Re, Tony Albanese, Glenn Ashton, Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule, Dave Wahl, Sharon 

Roff, Bill Bippus 
October 21 Curt Peirson, Christina Gleason, Tony Albanese, Glenn Ashton, Jarmila & Chris Stehle, Dave 

Wahl, Sharon Roff 
October 28 Rich Bonte, Tony Albanese, Glenn Ashton, Karen Riccobono, Dave Wahl, Sharon Roff, 

Brenda Sargeant, Rob DeVos 
 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
October 7 Nancy & Hank Snover, Ed Thomas, Roger Hammond, Bill Blaine, Faydeanne Henkel, Joan 

Roehrich, Pat Mullen, Joan Crouse, Musline Chiwanza, Takudawa Kanonhuwa 
October 14 Kathryn Twaddell, Ed Thomas, Vernon Kilkenny, Bill Blaine, Faydeanne Henkel, Dell & Alf 

Nicholas, Joan Roehrich, Pat Mullen, Joan Crouse 
October 21 John Torkos, Ed Thomas, Roger Hammond, Carol Munro, Bill Blaine, Joan Roehrich, Pat 

Mullen, Joan Crouse, Sarah Browns, Emma Browns 
October 28 Kathryn Twaddell, Nancy Soleau, Ed Thomas, Roger Hammond, Mary Brigode, Bill Blaine, 

Joan Roehrich, Pat Mullen, Joan Crouse 
 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15   Welcome Center – 10:45 
October 7 Pat & Joe Bristow   October 7 Cheryl Ferguson & Mike White 
October 14 Niki Busch   October 14 Mike White & Cheryl Ferguson 
October 21 Norman & Laurie Graule  October 21 Carlo Gall 
October 28 Dottie Stern   October 28 Clara Ferreira 
 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
October 7 Joe Racz   Jacob Philhower  Ruben Espada 
October 14 Sandy Miko-Philhower Lori DeLorenzo  Laval Li Ah Kim 
October 21 Keith Ryan  Steve Blazier  TBD 
October 28 Julie Ryan  Sandy Miko-Philhower Don Harris 
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Coming Soon – The 21-Day Gratitude Challenge 
 

Gratitude is at the core of the spiritual life.  Giving thanks to God for everything is one certain 
way to develop a more holy and Christ-centered attitude.  That’s why in November we’ll all 

share in the 
 

21-Day Gratitude Challenge 
 

Each parishioner will be given a special gratitude journal.  In the journal will be 21 pages, each 
with a one-line Bible gratitude passage and some “prompts” to guide you in jotting down a 
response.  For example, one prompt is “I’m grateful for these three things that I hear.”  And 

another is “What blessing have you received that you would like to share with another person?” 
 

The Gratitude Challenge starts in early November and, of course, leads us to Thanksgiving.  
Watch for details about when we’ll give out the Gratitude Journals in worship, and plan now to 

enthusiastically participate in this special spiritual experience. 
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