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Welcome to the Trinity Church Easter Vigil! The Easter Vigil is a very old tradition and is often 

called the First Service of Easter, and this service traditionally was the one service each year 

when new Christians were baptized and brought into the church family.  The service has roots 

in the Jewish Passover, and in this service we experience the passage from slavery to freedom, 

from sin to salvation, from death to life. Our service is patterned after the ancient vigil services, 

and we’ve brought together elements that are very old and elements that are very modern. 

Some may be new for you, while others will feel very familiar.  There are four parts to this 

service: The Service of Light, The Service of the Word, The Service of the Water, and the 

Service of Bread and Cup. More notes are provided through this bulletin to further your 

understanding of the symbols and movements of the service. 

The Service of Light 

We begin the Easter Vigil in the darkness of Holy Saturday, a day shrouded in the darkness of 

Jesus death, cast in the shadow of the cross, aware of the darkness of sin and fear that lingers 

in our own lives and hearts.  Traditionally we gather around fire which is the first light of Easter 

and represents our desire that our hearts and minds will be kindled with the holy desire to shine 

forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising.   

The large candle we light from the fire is called a Paschal Candle. It represents the risen Christ, 

and is the “ultimate” Christ candle. It reminds us also of the pillar of fire that guided the Hebrew 

children at the time of the first Passover as Moses led them out of slavery in Egypt.  After the 

Paschal candle is lit from the fire, the flame is passed around to the congregation gathered 

around.  We respond in song, proclaiming Christ’s resurrection.  In this way, the room, where 

just before there was darkness, becomes filled with light, the light of the risen Christ. 

Greeting and Introduction 

Opening Prayer 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

 

 

 

God of Wonders 

Verse 1 

Lord of all creation 

Of water, earth and sky 

The heavens are Your tabernacle 

Glory to the Lord on high 

Verse 2 

Early in the morning 

I will celebrate the light 

When I stumble in the darkness 

I will call Your name on high 

Chorus 1 

God of wonders beyond our 

galaxy 

You are holy, holy 

The universe declares Your 

majesty 

Your are holy, holy 

Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

 

(BRIDGE) 

Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven and 

earth) 

Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven and 

earth) Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven 

and earth) 

You are holy 

Easter Proclamation 

Proclamation: God of Life, through Jesus Christ you have bestowed upon the light of life. 

Sanctify this new fire, and grant that our hearts and minds may also be kindled with holy 

desires to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising! 

Response (Sung): (Chorus from above) 

Proclamation: Rejoice, Heavenly powers! Sing, Choirs of Angels! Exult, all creation 

around God’s throne! Jesus Christ, Our King is Risen! Sound the Trumpet of Salvation! 

Response (Sung): (Chorus from above) 

Proclamation: It is truly right that we should praise you, invisible, almighty, and eternal 

God, and your son, Jesus Christ. For Christ ransomed us with his blood, and paid the 

debt of Adam’s sin to deliver your faithful people. 

Response (Sung): (Chorus from above) 

. 

 



The Service of the Word 

Through scripture, song, and homily, we recount Salvation History, the story of the saving work 
God has been doing in and through his people since the beginning of time. Tonight we read 
only a few passages of this great story. We begin with creation, moving through a few of the 
most important covenants or promises God has made with people over time, coming finally to 
the story of Christ’s resurrection.  Allow your mind and heart to be reminded of other stories of 
God’s saving work in scripture and in your own life. 
 
The Creation                                                                                                      Genesis 1:1-2:2 

Sing:  O wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 

 
Abraham’s Obedience                                                                                    Genesis 22:1-18 

Sing:  O wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 

 
Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea                                                           Exodus 14:10-15:1 

Sing:  O wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 

 
New Life in Christ                                                                                            Romans 6:3-11 

Sing:  O wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 

 
The Resurrection of Our Lord                                                                           John 20:1-18 

Sing:  O wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross  O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name 

Homily                                                                                                       Rev. Don Gebhard 

 

 

 

 

The Service of the Water 

Holy Baptism is one of the two sacraments of the Church.  In baptism God calls us by name, 
call us God’s beloved, and says to us, “You are mine”.  Through baptism we become part of 
the Church, the Body of Christ.  The water used in baptism reminds us that our sins (past 
and future) are washed away.  In baptism, we are united with Christ in his death and 
resurrection, we are born anew of water and the Spirit, and God’s grace is poured out upon 
us.  Baptism anticipates a lifetime of further and deeper experiences of God, further and 
deeper experiences of God, further acts of Christian commitment, and ministries in the world.  

As we are sprinkled with the water, reminding us of God’s grace flowing over and through 
us, you are invited to do one of the following.  If you have not already been baptized, allow 
this to be an invitation to be baptized soon.  If you have already been baptized, remember 
your baptism by accepting again the vows and hearing again God’s claim on your life, 
renewing your commitment to ministry in the world.  Allow yourself to hear God call you by 
mane and call you his beloved daughter or son. 

The Service of Bread and Cup 
Holy Communion is the other sacrament of the Church, and, like Baptism, it is a response to 
God’s Word, heard this evening and acting in our lives and hearts.  We are all invited to God’s 
table, to feast with God. Christ is our host, and we gather as one family together, to eat the 
one loaf and drink from the one cup, reminders of our unity in Christ. As the bread is broken 
and shared among us, it reminds us of Christ’s own brokenness on the cross for our 
wholeness and salvation. The service of communion has four parts, mirroring Jesus’ own 
actions as he fed people during his ministry – taking the bread, giving thanks, breaking it, 
and then giving it to the people. 

As you participate in communion tonight, may you hear the invitation of the risen Christ to 
come and feast with him. May you recognize Christ among us as the bread is broken. May 
you know the love that exists in this community as we eat together.  Give thanks for all the 
gifts God is giving to you. Give thanks for God’s saving, life-giving work in the world and in 
your life in particular. Give thanks for those around you. Give thanks for resurrection and life 
abundant. 

Offering and Offertory 

Taking the Bread and Cup 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Breaking the Bread 

Giving the Bread and Cup                 “Christ Is Risen” 

Closing Song                                     “All My Fountains” 

Word of Blessing and Passing of the Peace 




