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From the Pastor 
 

Is This a Season of Peace or Anxiety for You? 
 

Many times when people have asked me what I want for Christmas, I’ll say, “Peace on earth.”  
Maybe you’ve said that. 
 
But this year I’ll amend that a bit.  What I would really like for Christmas is peace of mind and 
heart for God’s children, especially Jesus followers. 
 
For so many people I talk with are overwrought with anxiety, worry and over-busyness. 
 
There’s now a relatively new designation for some people:  chronically distracted.  It’s a major 
cause of personal unhappiness. 
 
Perhaps you can identify with some of the above peace-stealers, or you know people who 
struggle with them. 
 
How strange that the celebration of the birthday of the Prince of Peace that we soon observe 
will find many of us too busy, anxious or distracted to claim the emotional and spiritual rest that 
comes when the season and day unfold before us. 
 
But my wish for you to know such peace is not for me to give; it’s for you to embrace.  This 
month, may you have the wisdom to slow down, the understanding to focus on Christ and the 
realization that God desires not activity and stuff on the outside of our lives, but holiness and 
peace on the inside of our souls. 
 

So may it be for you, 

    Frank 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Return Your 2016 Commitment Cards 
 

Many thanks to all who’ve submitted your 2016 commitment cards in support of our shared 
ministry and mission plan.  If you haven’t submitted yours yet, please do so as soon as possible 
so we can continue making plans for next year. 
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Advent Conspiracy Fair 
 

We’ve been focusing on alternate Christmas gift ideas for the past two years, and here’s a great 
way to make this happen. 
 
On Sunday, December 6th in Starr Hall, we’ll have an Advent Conspiracy Fair, when you can stop 
by one of several tables representing some of our missions and ministries and purchase an 
honoring card or memento.  Here’s how it works: 
 

 You make a donation to the ministry or mission of your choice. 
 

 The ministry leader at the table then gives you a gift card or memento to present to 
someone as a Christmas gift, indicating that a monetary gift in his or her honor has been 
made to the ministry or mission. 

 
It’s a great way to make your Christmas giving more meaningful, as well as save time shopping!  
Please stop by Starr Hall any time all morning on December 6th and check out your shopping 
options! 
 
 
 
 

Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata 
 

December 13th at the 10:45 Worship Service 
 

“Canticle of Joy” 
 

The Christmas story in song. 
 
 
 
 
 

Church School Christmas Pageant on December 13th 
 

Trinity’s Annual Church School Christmas Pageant will take place during the 9:15 a.m. worship 
service on December 13th.  Church school students (three years old through 6th graders) are busy 
preparing this year’s telling of the traditional Christmas story.  The basis for this year’s script is 
the children’s book, The Grumpy Shepherd.  Come join us for this very special rendition of the 
story of Christ’s birth. 
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Christmas Eve Services 
 
 

Christmas-Eve Eve Service 
December 23rd in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. 

 

This is a traditional worship service for those who may be traveling on Christmas Eve or unable 
to come out to worship on the 24th. 

 
 
 

Trinity’s Christmas Eve Services 
 

Join us in Trinity’s Sanctuary on December 24th to celebrate the birth of Christ in one of our six 
beautiful worship services. 
 

12 noon  traditional service of scripture and carols for those who 
wish to worship early 
 

 

3:30 p.m.  high-energy service with joyful music especially for children 
 

 

5:30 p.m.  service for children, youth and families, with children and 
youth choirs 
 

 

7:30 p.m.  traditional service of carols and scripture with choirs 
 

 

9:30 p.m.  contemporary service with upbeat music 
 
 

11:00 p.m.  service of Holy Communion 
 

All are welcome to any worship service. 
 
 
 
 

Praying in the New Year 
 

The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from 12 noon, December 31st until 12 noon on January 1st.  
There will be a host attending every hour of this 24-hour period. 

 

When you come to the Sanctuary, you’ll hear quiet music, see twinkling candles and find printed 
prayer materials to read if you wish.  This is a beautiful and meditative way to close out the old 

year and mark the beginning of a new year in your spiritual journey.  Come join our Trinity 
family for this special time.  If you can spend an hour, please volunteer to be a host by calling 

Leslie Felix-Mule at 908-876-9004. 
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Trinity’s Sanctuary 
 

6:30 P.M. Arrival and 7 P.M. Candle Lighting 
 

This event is open to the public and all beliefs.  Bring pictures and remembrances.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  For more information, call the church office at 

908-852-3020 or Mike and JoAnn Heembrock at 908-876-4462. 
For details about The Compassionate Friends go to www.compassionatefriends.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Join Us for Christmas Caroling on December 20th 
 

Share some Christmas joy with those who don’t get out much by going Christmas caroling on 
Sunday, December 20th at 12:15 p.m.  Bring the whole family as we spend some time singing the 
Christmas story. 
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Christmas 2015 ~ Please Be an Angel 
 

Methodist Hospital Gift Collection Due December 6th 
 

The Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn needs Christmas gifts for children, age birth through 
teenage, who are less fortunate than we are.  Trinity is again sponsoring a collection and will 
deliver the gifts to the hospital in time for Christmas. 
 

Please put an Angel Gift Tag on the wrapped package and write on it the appropriate age and 
gender of the gift’s recipient.  The wrapped gifts may be placed in the decorated boxes located 
near Starr Hall, near the church school office, or they may be given to a church school teacher.  
Gifts must be brought in no later than Sunday, December 6th.  Thank you for helping to 
brighten a sick child’s Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The C.S. Lewis Book Club Invites You to Movie Night! 
 

Come, join us on December 21st at 7 p.m. in Trinity House.  We’re viewing Richard 
Attenborough’s film, Shadowlands, starring Anthony Hopkins and Debra Winger.  It’s based on 

the true story of C.S. Lewis and his great love, his wife, Joy.  We’ll share holiday snacks and great 
fellowship.  All are welcome! 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 

Tour/Cruise to Australia and New Zealand 
 

We’re preparing for a fellowship tour/cruise to some of the most beautiful, exciting and 

fascinating places on earth.  Come join us on Sunday, December 6th at 12:30 p.m. in 
Trinity House to learn about the adventures that await you in Australia and New Zealand 
during February, 2017.  Through shore excursions and onboard activities, you’ll experience the 
color, culture and cuisine of these vacation destinations.  A Celebrity Cruise Line representative 
will be here to answer any questions you may have. 
 

If you have any questions prior to our meeting or cannot attend, please contact Nancy Soleau at 
nsoleau@aol.com or 908-852-8833 or Leslie Williams-Wexler at wexler12@comcast.net or 
908-637-6062. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  Christmas Luncheon on Monday, Dec. 7th  
The Martha Friendship Circle will meet on Monday, December 7th at 12:30 p.m. in Heath Village’s 
Grille Room.  We’ll celebrate Christmas with Rev. Paul Wells and his wife, Jan, with music, stories 
and fun.  Please make luncheon reservations with Ginny Bormann at 908-852-6431.  We 
look forward to seeing you at this special celebration.  There’s no meeting in January, but come 
February, we’ll be back in the swing of things.  In His love, Ginny Bormann. 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, Dec. 12th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  Come hear music 
shared by John Reed.  All are welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  Dec. 6th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, December 5th, and on the 6th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find 
Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  January 24th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  February 28th – March 6th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   December 26th 
 

Midnight Run: Saturday, Dec. 12th Breakfast Run 
 

Bread of Life Mission:   January 2nd 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The 14-member Haiti mission team will be in Haiti January 16th – 23rd. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Thrift Shop News 
 

Maureen Storey 
 

Welcome to the season of giving and receiving!  In this month when we once again tell the story 
of a family who has little and travels far to bring hope to the world, think of all you have 
received and what you have to share.  As a ministry that receives so much, we at the Thrift Shop 
have much to be thankful for. Over 1,600 donors so far this year have given us over 1,000 boxes, 
bins and bags of goods per month and our treasury of incredible furniture continues to grow.  
Our donors are individuals, families, businesses and our retail neighbors.  Thank you, thank you 
and thank you. 
 
We also give from what we receive.  This year, we’ve given over 95,000 pounds of clothing and 
soft goods that we’ve been unable to sell to an alternate agency that re-sorts the items by 
climate and makes those goods available to others in need – they don’t shred it into rags!  A 
blessing.  Yet again this past month, we provided material goods for a family in need:  furniture, 
household items and clothing.  Every month, we have individuals and families who come to us 
to assist them in providing things they simply could not otherwise afford.  We’re blessed to be 
able to do this. 
 
We share our bounty with Midnight Run, Haiti and Peru missions.  We provided goods to VBS 
this summer, helped to refurbish the Rotunda, provided furniture for the new KidZone, and a 
sweet table and chairs for the front porch of the office.  Yarn makes its way to our faithful 
knitters and crocheters for Trinity’s prayer shawl ministry.  We shared our overflowing basket 
bonanza with a variety of services that were running fundraisers and needed to make their 
offerings look even more special. 
 
We also share items with pregnancy centers and animal rescue shelters.  The Thrift Shop 
donated winter coats to Carmen Ministries for youthful offenders lacking warm outerwear this 
past year, and over 291 pair of eyeglasses were donated to the Lions Club.  We have so much to 
give. 
 
We have the most amazing volunteers who give from their hearts, as well as their hands and 
spirits, because, as so many have said to me, they have felt called to the work of ministry 
through the Thrift Shop.  I’d like to make a few shout-outs about our volunteer corps.  We have 
individuals who have taken on specific tasks as a labor of love that make our shops even more 
exciting. 
 
Jewelry Team:  Sue Kenney, Mimi Gulick and Gladys Hoffler meet weekly to sort, clean, 
appraise, price and display the vast quantity of jewelry that’s donated to us.  It helps the rest of 
us sparkle and shine. 
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The Craft Center:  Sue Kenney and Andrea English meet weekly to sort, price, repair, and 
merchandise the growing crafting area.  Andrea also appraises the many collectible dolls we 
receive. 
 
Fabric Team:  Gail Howell, Joanne Heembrock, Sue Kenney and Gean Gallagher meet 
periodically to measure, wrap and price fabric that is donated to the shop.  Sewers, quilters and 
crafters are delighted. 
 
Cards and Stationary:  Donna Bellody has the magic of organization and keeps our cards 
looking great. 
 
Book Sorter extraordinaire:  Doug Scott makes it possible for us to find anything in the ocean 
of books we receive by organizing and labeling bins and bins of books. 
 
Drivers & Movers:  Bruce Howell, David Izatt, Rob DeVos and a rotating cast of “lifters” make 
our Furniture Annex thrive by being the backbone of our pickup and delivery service for donors 
and customers.  They can definitely use more help, especially now that we have a new box truck 
to assist with the work!  Wednesdays and Saturdays are prime times. 
 
All of our volunteers together donate over 1,000 hours a month to making this ministry shine.  
Thank you all for your many hours of service and willingness to go the extra mile.  You make a 
difference to people you have never met and will probably never know, as well as to those you 
do.  God bless you everyone for your outstanding efforts. 
 
We have other areas where we’re looking for teams to work together or take on a small 
enterprise.  Do you have an area of interest which you could share with us and help us grow this 
ministry? 
 
Research:  We get many items which we need to do some background research on: electronics, 
china, crystal, artwork, musical instruments, cameras, vintage and antique items, rare and 
unusual items. 
 
eBay:  We’re searching for someone to oversee our eBay site, where we offer those rare, 
unusual, collectible and high-end items that we’re gifted with. 
 
Ambassadors:  Do you like people?  We have LOTS of people.  Meet and greet folks as they 
come and go in the shop, get to know your neighbors, church members and visitors to town. 
 
Thank all of you for supporting the Thrift Shop in all that we attempt to do.  Come in and see 
what fabulous things we have going on for the holiday season.  So, in this season of giving and 
receiving, go forth, do good every chance you get, practice random acts of kindness — you 
never know whose day you’ll save with a smile, an open door or open heart, and know the 
promise of Christmas is coming.  Choose joy in the meanwhile.  Have a most blessed Christmas. 
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Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

Did you know that one in fourteen children in this country have a parent who’s incarcerated?  
That’s a pretty amazing statistic.  Think of the hardship on those children.  Low self-esteem.  
Being tormented at school.  It’s hard to keep a family together when a parent is in prison.  But 
there’s some hope.  Our Angel Tree program helps some of those families by providing 
Christmas presents for their children, which are given in the incarcerated parent’s name.  We’ll 
also reach out to these families by delivering the gifts and trying to make a connection.  To give 
them hope.  To bring the grace and love of Jesus Christ into their lives. 
 

If you’ve volunteered to buy an Angel Tree gift, please have them to the church office or 
Liz Falco by Sunday, December 6th.  The Sprouts are going to wrap them, and delivery will be 
the week of December 14th.  If you have questions or need more information, please contact Liz 
Falco at 908-813-3321 or thefalcos@comcast.net or call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 

UMM Matters 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

Hello all.  Just want to tell you about some of the things Trinity’s United Methodist Men have 
coming up.  Our December 12th meeting will feature the musical styling of our own John Reed.  
He gave a phenomenal program last year and I’m sure he won’t disappoint! 
 

January 8th we’ll be holding a movie/date night in Trinity House.  We’ll have two hoagie sales in 
time for that BIG football game and also the BIG basketball game.  April 30th we’ll have a dance 
in Starr Hall. 
 

And if all that doesn’t excite you enough, our March meeting will be a district-wide affair and 
the guest will be our District Superintendent, Dr. Steven Bechtold.  This is a real honor for the 
UMM and we’re excited to have him.  He’ll be speaking about “Questions and Challenges Facing 
the Methodist Church.”  I really don’t think you should miss it!  So keep your eyes peeled for 
details on these exciting events, or just stop me after the 9:15 a.m. worship service.  Or you can 
contact me at anthony.albanese@usps.gov or 201-230-9173. 
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ASP Summer 2016 Mission Trip Taking Applications 
 

Trinity’s Appalachia Service Project (ASP) team is accepting signups now for its summer of 2016 
mission trip to Appalachia.  The dates of the trip are July 9th – July 17th.  If you’re interested in 
participating, contact Rob Waskis at 973-294-1700 to receive information and to reserve your 
place.  Adult and Youth Applications are also available at the church office and on the church 
website (www.catchthespirit.org) on the Missions Central page. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

 Roger and Pat Hammond on the death of his sister-in-law, Diana Hammond 
 Joe DeWitt and family on the death of his brother, George Frone 
 Kevin Hopler and family on the death of his grandmother, Marie Hopler 
 Rev. Debbie Kauffman on the death of her mother, Winifred Kelling, and on the death of 

her nephew, Ray 
 Family and friends of Trudy Spatz 
 Lynn Cameron on the death of her father, John Morelli 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Stewardship Mailings 
We stuffed, labeled, glued and sorted during the month of October.  Sincere thanks to the over 
40 volunteers who helped us throughout the month to complete this project.  Indeed, many 
hands went into this important task.  A special “shout out” to Nancy Dean and her eight 
students from Good Shepherd Christian Academy in Washington, and to Christine Schullian and 
Jan Wells who gave us valuable head starts to our final mailing.  You made our final mailing run 
as smooth as a Swiss watch!  Thank you again everyone! 

Karen Riccobono 
 
 
 
 

Creation Care 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

Things!  Christmas can so often be about the acquisition of more things and the pressures of 
consumerism.  Here’s an idea gaining popularity:  free gifting.  Make a gift (you may pay for 
materials or ingredients), re-give a gift you received and don’t need or one from a “buy one get 
one free” offer, buy a gift with a gift card you previously received, give a service, or give through 
the Advent Conspiracy Fair at Trinity on December 6th. 
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Trinity’s Small Group News 
 
This month, there’s four online Advent opportunities from www.BeADisciple.com 
 

Christian Meditation Practices for Advent 
 

Dates:  November 27 - December 24 
Cost:  $50 
To Register:  go to www.BeADisciple.com  
 

This is a workshop offering participants Christian meditation practices for the Advent season.  If 
you’re missing the reason for the season, this is a good way to connect with God and stay 
centered this year!  There are no materials needed and no participation requirements, although 
the workshop leader will be available throughout Advent. 
 
 

Christmas:  The Good, the Bad & the Ugly 
 

Dates:  November 29 - December 28 
Cost:  $20 
To Register:  go to www.BeADisciple.com  
 

This is an Advent study for adults by Bishop Richard Wilke.  It focuses on people in the story of 
Christ’s birth:  the wise men, the shepherds, Joseph, King Herod.  King Herod is part of the 
Christmas story and reminds us why we desperately need a Savior.  There’s one lesson for each 
week of Advent which can be discussed online as the week progresses.  Each lesson includes a 
key scripture passage, a brief reflection, questions for discussion, a suggested Christmas carol 
and a brief prayer.  Participants will need to order their own copy of Wilke’s book, Christmas:  
The Good, the Bad & the Ugly. 
 
 

Advent:  A Photography Journey 
 

Dates:  November 30 -January 8 
Cost:  $90 
To Register:  go to www.BeADisciple.com  
 

This course takes us through Advent, beginning with the start of Advent and ending the day 
after Epiphany.  Using the visual medium of photography, we’ll experience Advent through the 
eyes of the people around Jesus, including Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth and Zachariah.  Photography 
will be a tool for helping us see the events of Advent. The camera offers a new way to 
see/experience this important time of year.  The images themselves can shed new light on our 
journey to Bethlehem and beyond.  Val Isenhower, experienced teacher and author on 
photography as a spiritual practice, will lead this Advent study. 
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Singing Mary’s Song:  An Advent Message of Hope and Deliverance 
 

Dates:  November 30 - December 26 
Cost:  $45 
To Register:  go to www.BeADisciple.com  
 

We welcome you to join this Advent eRetreat from The Upper Room!  Participate on your own 
or join with a group of friends from across the country for this unique opportunity to meet 
together online through Advent.  Mary’s song — the Magnificat from the Gospel of Luke — is a 
song of praise to God that Mary sings after she learns she will give birth to the Messiah.  It’s also 
an aria of freedom and hope for the homeless, the hungry, the refugee and the powerless.  This 
Advent eRetreat encourages focus on the promise of hope and deliverance found in Mary’s 
song through each day of this busy season.  Throughout Advent, you’ll reflect on daily 
meditations from Jon A. Strohman’s book, Singing Mary’s Song, listen to guided audio 
reflections, and discuss in small groups — all from a computer or mobile device. 
 
 
 
 

Plan Now for Lent 2016! 
 

 Lenten Small groups begin the week of February 7th 

(Ash Wednesday is February 10th) 
 

 The Lenten Sermon Series begins the weekend of February 13th – 14th  
 

 The Lenten Day Apart is coming!  Stay tuned for details. 
 

 The Lenten Day of Service.  Look for upcoming details. 
 

 Walking through Holy Week is March 23rd – 27th  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Trinity in your last will and testament?  What an amazing 
way to leave a lasting legacy to the church, and to make a clear final statement of your 

Christian faith.  Persons who remember the church in their wills are themselves 
permanently remembered on the “Fellowship of the Future” plaque in the main building 

side foyer.  Please talk to Dr. Frank Fowler or your lawyer for information. 
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Savor Suppers:  Food and Conversation for Women 
 

Leaders: Various women from Trinity, coordinated by Pastor Jenny 
Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 

Duration:   1 or 2 meals per month, each an independent event 
Location:  Homes of Trinity women 
Dates:   Friday, December 4, 5 p.m. Friday, January 8, 7 p.m. 
   Friday, January 8, 7 p.m. Monday, February 22, 6:30 p.m. 
   Friday, March 4, 7 p.m. Friday, April 22, 7 p.m. 
   Monday, May 2, 7 p.m. 
 

The women at Trinity desire to connect in faith, yet it can be difficult to join a small group, even 
for a few weeks.  Savor Suppers will bring together small group gatherings of women with no 
commitment beyond the one-time event.  Once or twice a month, a different woman from the 
congregation will host a simple meal at her home for five other women.  As you gather for 
literal bread, we hope you’ll also experience spiritual bread and savor the experience of God, 
grace and faithful conversation. 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

 As of November this year, we’ve welcomed 49 new members into our church family, plus 
we have 25 young people in our confirmation class. 

 
 At the end of October, the UMC’s A Future with Hope recovery program for victims of 

Hurricane Sandy had repaired and rebuilt 188 homes, had 24 homes under construction 
and 10 homes in the queue; provided case management for 421 families; had 15 host 
sites with a total 383-person hosting capacity; engaged 10,411 volunteers for a quarter 
of a million hours of volunteer service; raised $14,324,140 toward our $17,000,000 goal.  
The program is committed to at least two more years of recovery ministry. 

 
 The UMC has committed to raise $75,000,000 to help end malaria.  To date, the church 

has raised over $65,000,000.  You can donate directly by going to 
www.imaginenomalaria.org.  Malaria is 100% preventable.  But in Sub-Saharan Africa, the 
disease kills someone every 60 seconds. The UMC’s Imagine No Malaria campaign is part 
of a global partnership to beat malaria through insecticide-treated bed nets, 
communications that deliver life-saving messages, health facilities that can improve 
diagnosis and provide access to medication, and education to train a grassroots network 
of community health workers. 
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  December 
 

Greetings to all 6th – 8th graders and their families!  I know December is a busy time of year (and 
truly the Most Wonderful Time of the Year, as the song suggests!), and yet I hope we can all 
connect together as we prepare our hearts and minds for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Come to one or as many events as you can! 
 
December 3rd (Thursday):  Advent Conspiracy Night 
We’ll come together to learn about how we can truly keep Christ in Christmas!  Meet in our 
Middle School Room, 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
December 8th (Tuesday):  Tonight's Topic:  Dating! 
While some folks have someone around the holidays, and some none at all, let's talk about 
dating as Christians in this crazy world of ours!  Meet in the Middle School Room, 
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
December 12th (Saturday night):  Our Annual Holiday Party 
This is a fancy mocktail party!  Come dressed to the nines as we enjoy hors d'oeuvres, games, 
dancing and more!  Location:  Trinity House, 7 p.m. - ??  More details to come! 
 
December 17th (Thursday) 
We're heading to Julia Katstra's house (45 Blau Road, Hackettstown) for cookie making, and 
ornament and decoration making to give out to shut-ins and nurses at local nursing homes!  
Time:  7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 
December 20th (Sunday):  Christmas Caroling! 
We’ll all gather up with other folks from other ministry groups and families to bring some 
singing to people in the area who could use some Christmas cheer!  No experience necessary.  
Time: 12 – 2 p.m.  Be sure to eat lunch before you come!  We’ll meet in Starr Hall after the 
10:45 a.m. service has ended. 
 
December 22nd (Tuesday) 
Open Room Night in the Middle School Room to hang, catch up and enjoy the room!  Board 
games, foosball, coloring, talking, and more — just need to have some time with each other 
before holiday break!  Bring a snack to share (salty, healthy or sweet!) with your friends.  And 
invite a friend to come along for a relaxing, spirit-filled night. 
Time:  7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
Please note that we won’t meet during Christmas break!  We’ll resume on January 7th.  Merry 
Christmas to each and every one of you!  (John 3:16).  If you have questions, email, text or call 
Laura Iacampo at lvbiacampo@comcast.net or 201-787-6842. 
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Christmas Pageant, Rehearsal and Classroom Procedures 
Since classes go into the Sanctuary on December 13th for the annual Christmas pageant, all 
students participating in the pageant should arrive in their classrooms by 8:30 a.m. so they will 
have time to gather before going into the Sanctuary. 
 

Also, since the 6th graders have the main character roles for the pageant, they have a special 
dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 6th, 12:15 – 3 p.m.  They’ll meet in Room 105 (a light lunch 
will be provided) and be dismissed from the Sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 

Sprouts Christmas Party on December 10th  
This year, the Christmas party is on Thursday, December 10th, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Roessner-
Strauf home.  We have a full evening planned:  Christmas refreshments, activities, games and a 
devotion.  If you’re a 4th or 5th grader, we hope to see you!  For more information, contact Ginny 
Thorp at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 
 

Special Church School Notes 
December’s Church School Worship (for the three-year-old – 5th grade classes) is on December 
20th during the church school hour.  Church school will be held on 
December 27th. 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
Dec. 7, 14 

High School Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Monday 

7:30 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Dec. 2, 9, 16 

G.I.R.L.S. (Grades 9 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Wednesday 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Dec. 2, 18 

High School Boys’ Group 
 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday & 
Friday 
Dec. 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 
14, 16, 18, 21, 23, 
28, 30 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Dec. 9 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

Wednesday 
Dec. 2, 16 

Highest Praise (Grades 1 – 8) 
Meets two Wednesdays per month 

5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Trinity House 

Thursday 
Dec. 10 

Sprouts (4th & 5th grades) 
Meets weekly on Thursday 

6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Off site 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We’d like to offer our thanks to everyone who helped during this year’s congregational food 
drive.  We’re thankful for the many students who helped to hand out paper bags for the drive, 
and for all of the wonderful adults and students who helped to sort the collected food.  
Approximately 175 filled bags were returned, and really helped stock our shelves.  It’s not too 
late to organize a holiday food drive in your place of business, school, club or organization.  Any 
and all donations are always appreciated. 
 

The number of people we’re serving continues to grow.  In October, we served food to a record-
breaking number of people and families.  Additionally, we distributed a record-breaking number 
of Thanksgiving food baskets in November.  We’re incredibly thankful to our wonderful 
community, whose donations allow us to keep serving this incredible number of people each 
month.  We thank you for your continued support, and wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 
The Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
 
In October, we served 1,482 people (517 families (50 new):  473 children, 868 adults, 141 seniors. 
 
 
 
 

Diversity 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

Remember the refugees!  The Migrant Offshore Aid Station (MOAS) is a 130-foot private search 
and rescue expedition vessel in the Mediterranean Ocean that acts as an offshore aid station to 
stabilize stranded refugees from Erithea, Syria and Sub-Saharan Africa until more assistance can 
be obtained.  The crew consists of security professionals, a medical team and maritime officers.  
MOAS is a privately-funded registered charity (VO/0939) supported by donors.  It has two 
remote piloted aircraft and two rigid-hulled inflatable boats and is capable of thermal night 
imaging.  Patrolling major shipping lanes, the team is able to rescue people on the high seas or 
who are on unsafe vessels by coordinating, locating and monitoring vessels in distress.  So far, 
over 11,680 souls have been saved.  The ship operates in full compliance with EU and 
international law and the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and obligations 
related to the international protection principles of non-refoulement (forbidding rendering of 
victims of persecution to persecutors).  You can donate through a bank in Malta via PayPal, and 
obtain a receipt by going to www.moas.eu. 
 

You can also donate through the United Nations Refugee Agency at www.unhcr.org.  
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The View from Here 
 

Beginning the slide down the hill from Thanksgiving, we rapidly race into Christmas activities, 
shopping, planning, parties, decorating, special event attending, weather watching, wrapping 
presents, card sending and letter writing (email or snail mail), tree hunting, visiting, meal 
making, cookie baking, television specials……..zzzzzzssssssss.  I just overloaded a terminal. 
 
I didn’t get to church attending, quiet time, praying, scripture reading, donating, Salvation Army 
in-the-bucket bell ringing, share a blessing, Christmas eve midnight wonder, Santa, being with 
friends happiness.  I think those things are rolled in there somewhere.  Or maybe not.  I won’t 
venture into “the reason for the season” stuff because I really dislike these little popular phrases 
and Christian jargon.  But somewhere in the center of this yearly holiday tsunami there ought to 
be at least a little whisper of the miraculous, a small voice calling your name.  Calling you to 
come to the quiet place and to take a big drink of wonder, if you can. 
 
For some of us, this whole wild ride is energizing and exciting.  For others of us, the ride is a 
wobbling run down a bumpy road into a ditch.  And when we’ve caught our breath a little, we 
head into New Year’s Eve and the thrill or devilment of looking back at our year and craning our 
necks to see around the bend to the future. 
 
Most of us are hauling around a pretty big load of daily stuff already.  And come the holidays, 
nobody is going to be interested in telling us to calm down.  The people who make television 
ads for gifts and food and booze and holiday clothing aren’t concerned with having us turn our 
eyes away from consumer desire.  The guilt pixies are more than willing to help us feel badly if 
we say, “No.” 
 
I always come back to my first Christmases.  I believed in the miraculous birth story.  I believed I 
could smell the reindeer pawing outside.  I believed animals could talk at midnight.  I believed 
in wonder and possibility.  I believed.  Then for too many years, I don’t know if I believed in 
much of anything except the harshness that can be reality. 
 
What I hope for you is that you can make the time to take a big deep breath in the midst of the 
flurry.  I hope you can find that tenuous balance between doing and just listening.  I wish you 
beauty if you see none.  I wish you peace if you’re in turmoil.  I wish you ease of heart if your 
heart is broken.  I wish you comfort if you’re wracked by loss.  I hope you can find your way if 
you feel like you’re lost.  I hope you can know that love is yours even if you can’t see it or feel it.  
Sounds like greeting card sentiments, don’t they?  They are and they aren’t.  It all depends on 
how you see it and what you hope for.  Grace be to you and blessings, my friends! 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 



Serving God with Us in December 
 

Chapel Ushers      Scripture Readers – 9:15 
December 6 Stacie & Bill McDonagh   TBD 
December 13 Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers    
December 20 Pattie & Dennis Huff    
December 27 Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes    
 

Greeters - 9:15 
December 6 Alice Davis, Karen Riccobono, Dot Schmidling 
December 13 Amanda & Paul Cummings 
December 20 Dot Schmidling, Leslie Wexler 
December 27 TBD 
 

Greeters - 10:45 
TBD 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
December 6 Joe Thomas, Christine Gleason, Joanne Steihl, Judy Kenny, Pat Bristow, Eileen Bozzuffi, Bob Doelfel, Carol Theys 
December 13 Joe Thomas, Fran & Bill Blaskopf, Joanne Steihl, Theda & Dave Blackwood, Marie James, Eileen Bozzuffi 
December 20 Joe Thomas, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Carolyn Sunday, Prince Tettah, Iren Wahl, Carol Theys, Lorraine & Chris 

Edwards 
December 27 Joe Thomas, Brenda Sargeant, Bill Bippus, Sharon Roff, Marie Cenephat, Rich Bonti, Edna Burton, Dave Wahl 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
December 6 Carol Munro, Toni Chadwick, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, John Torkos, Bill Blaine, Mary Brigode, Rey & Bob 

Benanti, Gary Droppa 
December 13 Carol Munro, Toni Chadwick, Claude Buchman, Vernon Kilkenny, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, John Torkos, Bill 

Blaine, Mary Brigode, Linda & Patrick McClune 
December 20 Carol Munro, Toni Chadwick, Claude Buchman, Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule, Pat Mullen, John Torkos, Bill Blaine, 

Mary Brigode, Jeff Deible 
December 27 Carol Munro, Toni Chadwick, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, John Torkos, Bill Blaine, Mary Brigode, Jeff Deible, Gary 

Droppa, Dan Fiedler 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15     Welcome Center – 10:45 
December 6 Dottie Stearns    December 6 Joan Roehrich 
December 13 Michelle Risley    December 13 Mike White 
December 20 Alice Davis    December 20 Mike White 
December 27 Rey Benanti    December 27 Jean Koenig 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
December 6 Keith Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Ruben Espada 
December 13 Joe Racz   Janice Paulussen  Laval Li Ah Kim 
December 20 Bill Anzel   Steve Blazier  TBD 
December 27 Tom Mooney  Lori DeLorenzo  Don Harris 
 

December 23 
7:30 p.m.  Joe Thomas, Wendy Finnerty, Linda Feci, Judy Kenny, Pat Bristow, Dale Ordermann 
 

December 24 Ushers 
12 noon  Lois Spender, Carol Theys, Brenda Sargeant, Nancy Soleau, Fran & Bill Blaskopf 
3:30 p.m. Joe Thomas, Bill Blaine, Dan Fiedler, Dave Wahl, Mary Brigode, Marie Cenophat, Kevin Barrier, Rosanna & Frank 

Cavallaro 
5:30 p.m. Joe Thomas, Richard Klein, Christina Gleason, Bob Doelfel, Savannah Doelfel, Bill Anzel, Edna Burton, Charlie 

Bippart 
7:30 p.m. Carol Munro, John Torkos, Curtis Peirson, Claude Buchman, Rich Bonti, Sharon Roff, Bill Anzel, Vernon Kilkenny, 

Roger Hammond, Dottie Stearns 
9:30 p.m. Jeff Deible, Sr., Cindy Munley, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Sharon Roff, Gary Droppa 
11 p.m. Tony & Lynette Albanese, Toni Chadwick, Tedi Granke, Kathryn Twaddell, Leslie Felix-Mule 
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The four weeks in Advent are interpreted symbolically as representing the four comings of 

Christ:  the first in the flesh, the second in the hearts of the faithful through the Holy 

Spirit, the third at the death of every person, and the fourth on Judgement Day.  The 

fourth week is never complete, however, because the glory bestowed on the Saints at the 

last coming will never end. 
 
 
 
 

“Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down the 

righteous one.  Let the earth open, and let Him bring forth the Savior.” 
 
 
 
 

 2015 

 
Trinity Tidings© Is Published by Trinity United Methodist Church 

Editor:  Carol Kitchell Droppa (kitchell@comcast.net; 908-759-0142) 
Production Coordinator:  Pattie Huff (phuff@catchthespirit.org) 

 

Trinity Church 
213 Main Street 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 
908-852-3020 

 

www.catchthespirit.org 

www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit 

 

mailto:kitchell@comcast.net
mailto:phuff@catchthespirit.org
http://www.catchthespirit.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit

