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From the Pastor 
 

Lent:  A Time to Slow Down and Refocus 
 

If given a choice, do you typically want things slower or faster? 
 
Do you want the waiter at your restaurant table to bring food slower or faster? 
 
If you’re at a red light, do you want it to change slower or faster? 
 
If you send an important email to a coworker or friend, do you want the reply slower or faster? 
 
These and hundreds of related questions about the pace of life almost always find us saying that 
we want things to go faster. 
 
Indeed, the pace of life seems to incrementally be going faster and faster in almost every realm 
of our living.  Some social scientists conjecture that, like a mouse running faster and faster on a 
tread mill, that we’ll eventually burn out, crash or fall over in exhaustion.  Others in the fields of 
medicine, marriage, mental health and religion have suggested that many people already have 
crashed. 
 
But the church has always known of God’s wisdom in calling us to intentionally slow down to 
reflect on life, faith and Jesus.  Weekly Sabbath worship is meant to do just that. 
 
Another time the church has set aside is the season of Lent, the 40-day period preceding Easter.  
Lent calls for us to intentionally slow down, to re-focus on God and Jesus, to look within our 
souls, to take a spiritual inventory and to recharge our (often diminished) spiritual batteries. 
 
Lent begins on February 10th.  Trinity has planned for personal spiritual renewal through our 
church-wide small group program called The Grave Robber, which will also be explored in 
weekly worship themes.  During the season of Lent, we’ll have A Day Apart and A Day of Service.  
And we begin the season with our Ash Wednesday service and conclude it with our powerful 
Holy Week services just before Easter. 
 
PLEASE, I strongly encourage you, take time to recharge and renew your soul.  Slow down 
enough to do just that in Lent.  This is very important. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

    Frank 
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Human Relations Day on February 7th 
 

Each year we observe Human Relations Day, a day set aside by the United Methodist Church in 
order to help local churches connect to the community.  At Trinity, we do this by recognizing 
and welcoming some community group to worship with us, and by learning a bit about them. 
 

This year, the Worship Ministry Team has chosen to recognize groups and persons working with 
the homeless.  We’ll share this connection on Sunday, February 7th at the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service.  Plan now to come and thank those dedicated workers. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Lent Begins on February 10th 
 

Come to the Ash Wednesday Service 
 

The season of Lent draws our attention to our personal spiritual growth.  This year, it begins on 
Wednesday, February 10th with our annual Ash Wednesday worship service in the Sanctuary at 

7:30 p.m.  Plan to come and worship in this meaningful service of reflection.  Optional 
imposition of ashes will be available, and we’ll share in Holy Communion together. 

 
 
 
 
 

Blood Drive on February 6th 
 

The next congregational blood drive in cooperation with the Miller-Keystone Blood Center will 
be on Saturday, February 6th, 7 a.m. – 12 p.m.  There will be two coaches to assist the drive.  
Please consider donating.  Every pint saves lives.  If you have questions or to sign up to donate, 
contact Marie James at jem1211@comcast.net or 908-295-8704.  The next date to donate is 
June 4th. 
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2016 Lenten Study 
 
 

 
 

 Signups are happening now. 
 

 Small groups begin the week of February 7th (Ash Wednesday is February 10th) 
 

 The Lenten Sermon Series begins the weekend of February 13th & 14th 
 

 The Lenten Day of Service is Saturday, February 27th 
 

 The Lenten Day Apart is Saturday, March 19th 
 

 Walking through Holy Week is March 23rd – 27th 
 

New this year:  Watch Facebook and Pinterest for ways to engage in the study (even if you 
can’t join a small group), including ways to bring the study home to your family.  Be sure to like 
our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit/ and follow us on 
Pinterest:  www.pinterest.com/TrinityCtchSprt. 
 
 
Miracles are happening all around us all the time, but you won’t see them if you don’t 
know how to look for them.  Mark Batterson reveals the incredible power of the seven 
miraculous signs of Jesus found in the Gospel of John, showing how they aren’t simply 
something Jesus did in the past, but also something he wants to do now in the present.  Mark 
shares true stories of people today who are experiencing miracles in their lives.  And he brings 
to light the countless miracles, big and small, we take for granted every day — miracles that 
point us toward the One who healed the sick, calmed the storm, and yes, even raised the dead. 
 

Nothing has changed since Jesus called Lazarus out of his tomb four days after his funeral.  No 
matter how big the problem is, God is bigger still.  If you long to see God work in miraculous 
ways today, you’ll love this faith-building, life-giving message. 
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Sweets for Your Sweet Bake Sale ~ February 14th 
 

The United Methodist Women are holding a bake sale of delicious homemade and bakery-
donated whole cakes and pies on February 14th in Starr Hall.  This sale will benefit women and 
children in the UMW’s missions.  Here’s a wonderful opportunity to help people in need, and 
enjoy a sweet treat!  The sale will take place before and after the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship 
services. 
 

If you’d like to bake something for the sale, contact Liz Falco at 908-813-3321 or 
thefalcos@comcast.net, or use the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin.  Drop off your 
donations early in Starr Hall on the 14th.  All donations are greatly appreciated! 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Fat Tuesday Celebration on February 9th  
 

Who’s invited?  Everyone! 
 

Where?  Starr Hall 
 

When?   5 – 7 p.m. 
 

What?   Eating pancakes and waffles, worshipping, playing games, making 
crafts, singing songs and having fun! 

 

What’s the cost? $5 per person, maximum $15 per family 
 
To reserve your place, call the church office at 908-852-3020 today. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  February 1st 
The Martha Friendship Circle will meet in Heath Village’s Grille on February 1st at 2 p.m.  Ann 
Rogers and Theresa Rogers will present a program on Simple Quilts.  This organization reinvents 
old sheets, blankets, comforters, etc. to make non-decorative, but warm, quilts for those in need.  
Theresa will also share her story of doll making and show samples of her handiwork.  This 
promises to be an interesting, informative and fun afternoon.  Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to bring a friend. 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  February 13th 
A speaker from Hackettstown Medical Center will talk about what tests men should get and 
when.  The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are 
welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  February 21st 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, February 20th, and on the 21st, a class at 
9:15 a.m. and reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
If you find Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For 
more information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, 
or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship 
sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  March 13th  
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  February 28th – March 6th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   February 27th 
 

Midnight Run: February 12th 
 

Blood Drive     February 6th 
 
 
 

 February 29th 
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Pajama Program Contribution Drive in Hackettstown 
 

Share your love with children in need.  OPEN your heart! 
 

A Pajama Program Contribution Drive will be held in Hackettstown for the 7th year to benefit the 
New Jersey Chapter of the Pajama Program, a 501©3 nonprofit that provides new, warm 
sleepwear and new, nurturing books to children in need.  The drop-off site is Trinity Church 
from Sunday, February 7th through Saturday, February 13th, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day.  Sizes 
needed range from newborn to adult large, as the program serves children aged newborn 
through teens. 
 

Last year, Hackettstown collected 483 new pairs of pajamas and 224 new books for needy 
children in Warren County.  The pajamas and books were distributed by four service 
organizations – Foster & Adoptive Services, CASA/SHAW, Catholic Charities Diocese of 
Metuchen and Neighborhood Health Services.  Wearing a warm pair of pajamas instead of 
wearing the clothes they’ve been wearing all day or longer, and just a little reading before 
bedtime can make a significant difference for these children and help them to a brighter future. 
 

Since Valentine’s Day, February 14th, is a day of love, it seems appropriate to focus on a local 
need.  For these children, there’s no better gift than a good night and a good book.  Pajamas 
and books are on sale at clearance prices in many local retail stores, making it easy to give at 
this time of year. 
 

This year, the pajamas and books collected will be distributed to needy children in Warren 
County.  Tax-deductible checks are also welcome, made payable to the Pajama Program.  On the 
memo line, write NJ Chapter.  Individuals, families, groups and organizations are encouraged to 
donate. 
 

For more information, visit the Pajama Program international website www.pajamaprogram.org 
or call Shari Boggs at 908-684-8102. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

http://www.pajamaprogram.org/


Thrift Shop News 
   Maureen Storey 
 

 
We want the experience of God's presence. That is the miracle we are really after, and the miracle 

we really get.  Frederick Buechner 

 

Lent is nearly upon us.  A time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter.  
The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness enduring the temptation of 
Satan.  In the present, it’s a time of self-examination and reflection.  Christians focus on their 
relationship with God, often choosing to give up something or volunteering and giving of 
themselves for others.  In my reading, I came upon 10 Out-of-the-Box Ideas for Lent.  All of 
them are useful and are good habits we should practice every day, but two choices seemed to 
resonate particularly in relation to the Thrift Shop. 
 

40 Days of Home Organization 
Every day during Lent, go into one room of your home and organize something.  It could 
include things like organizing those piles of paper, photographs, closets, cupboards, the 
refrigerator, the garage or shed, art supplies for your kids, school work, outdoor things, the 
office…the list is endless! 
 

Make three piles:  Keep; Donate; Throw Away.  Then move on to the next step — Do It!  This is a 
great cathartic experience, which allows you to ruminate on some of your choices and 
memories, and move forward or away from potential overwhelming clutter.  At the Thrift we see 
a lot of people who are overwhelmed by the accumulation of their life’s clutter.  Then in the 
hurry of moving or down-sizing, things are tossed or donated just to get rid of them.  Too often 
we get a call about an item we were not supposed to receive.  “It was just in the bag.”  Or near 
the bag, and could we PLEASE find it for them.  We’re not always successful.  Take some time to 
thoughtfully plan where you want your possessions to go, and at the same time create a clear, 
peaceful space for reflection. 
 

40 Things for 40 Days 
Every day, go around your house and collect 40 things to donate or throw away.  Try donating, 
because you’re helping others, and that’s very thrifty! 
 

And, of course, there’s always volunteering, being of service to others.  Trinity has so many 
opportunities to be of service, all days and times, all age groups, all skill levels — there are 
many places that need you.  Check the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin, call the office 
to see if they need help, and, as always, stop by the Thrift Shop — our doors are open.  Lent 
offers us an opportunity to grow closer to God, to reflect upon our patterns, and to be generous 
to those in need.  Make the most of it. 
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PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE. 
 
 
 

IF:  Gathering 
A Webcast Women’s Conference 

 

April 8th – 9th 
 

What IF we lived like Jesus? 
 

IF:  Gathering is an opportunity to gather with women all over the world (via webcast) to see 
what could happen if we all lived like Jesus.  The world around us feels like it’s crumbling and 
almost nothing seems certain, until we look to Jesus and see that our hope is very clear and 
certain.  He didn’t just give us salvation.  Jesus is our salvation and the example of what it means 
to live in the fullness of grace and truth.  What the world needs is His redemption, the very 
redemption and hope that lives inside of us.  Rather than shrink back, it’s time to love like Jesus 
loved, serve like Jesus served, pray like Jesus prayed and pursue holiness like Jesus pursued it.  
This April 8th – 9th, join this global gathering of women across denominations, generations and 
cultures as we come together in the name of Jesus. 
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 

 

Even if you can’t come for the whole time, please come when you can.  There’s no cost for this 
event, though we’re asking for donations from participants to cover food and to defray the cost 
of bringing this event to Trinity. 
 

Feel free to invite friends to this event.  Let us know you’re coming in the Just Say Yes form in 
the worship bulletin or send Pastor Jenny an email at jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org.  Watch for 
online signup information in your email, on www.catchthespirit.org and On My Mind. 
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Savor Suppers:  Food and Conversation for Women 
 

Contact: Sign up for a supper by contacting Pastor Jenny Smith Walz 
(jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) or 908-852-3020. 

 

Location:  Homes of Trinity women 
 

Dates:   Monday, February 22nd 6:30 p.m. 
   Friday, March 4th  7 p.m. 
   Thursday, April 14th  7 p.m. 
   Monday, May 2nd  7 p.m. 
 

Savor Suppers will bring together small group gatherings of women, just a few at a time, with 
no commitment beyond the one-time event.  Once a month, a different woman from the 
congregation will host a simple meal at her home for five other women.  As you gather for 
literal bread, we hope you’ll also experience spiritual bread and savor the experience of God, 
grace and faithful conversation. 
 
 
 
 

UMM Matters 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

Hello!  Hey, it’s February already?  Still feels like December!  Well, February, besides being hard 
to spell, is National Heart Month.  So make sure you come to our February 13th UMM breakfast, 
when we’ll have a speaker from Hackettstown Medical Center talk about what tests men should 
get and when.  Now that’s important stuff! 
 

And I’m sure by the time you read this you’ve already ordered your hoagies for THE BIG GAME.  
And as you eat them, think about how delicious they are and how you need more in April for 
the BIG BASKETBLALL GAME.  Remember, all proceeds from hoagie sales go right into our 
scholarship fund. 
 

And as we slip and slide toward March, remember March 12th is our district-wide breakfast at 
Centenary College with guest speaker, District Superintendent Steven Bechtold. 
 

And April 30th is our dance!  Proceeds from that will go towards Trinity missions.  UMM is part of 
Trinity and we support all portions of our church.  So I hope to see each and every one of you at 
our events.  And we have more surprises coming!  So, until next month or this Sunday, peace, 
love and see you in service. 
 

You can contact me at anthony.albanese@usps.gov or 201-230-9173. 
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Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
 

Remember Those in Prison 
Even the most broken lives and situations can be restored and be made whole when we respond 

to God’s call to serve men and women behind bars. 
 

And there’s plenty of room for you to use your gifts and graces as God may call you to prison 
ministry! 
 

Correspondence Ministry 
Do you like to write letters the “old fashioned” way?  Join the correspondence ministry 
component of Prison Ministry — just one or two letters per month containing inspirational 
thoughts and prayers to inmates in Christian prison-based programs requesting this type of 
encouragement.  Volunteer anonymity is maintained as all correspondence goes through the 
church office.  Further training will be provided. 
 

Backpack Ministry 
Get in on the foundation stages of this exciting ministry!  God has used growing connections 
with the regional director from Prison Fellowship to give this fledgling ministry a tremendous 
boost.  Prison Fellowship is getting Trinity started by providing specially supplemented, prison-
specific Bibles, as well as backpacks for us to fill.  These backpacks are distributed as directed by 
prison chaplains to inmates at the “moment of release” who are usually set free with nothing 
more than the clothes on their backs.  Contact coordinator Bill Anzel at billanzel@gmail.com or 
201-841-1141. 
 

Mentoring Ministry at Northern State Prison 
Workers needed!  Do you have the gift of mentoring other men?  Christian men are needed to 
support this continuing ministry at Northern State Prison in Newark as we begin our second 12-
week series of video-based lessons using the Family Life Stepping Up curriculum.  Stepping Up 
knows, “It takes courage to lead today.  Dennis Rainey calls men to courageously step up and be 
the husbands, fathers and mentors Christ has called and equipped them to be.”  You’ll be 
blessed even as you bless others!  Contact Peter Smith at psmithtrc@gmail.com or Tony 
Albanese at prisonmintumc@gmail.com. 
 

Administrative Support 
Trinity’s Prison ministry needs help at all levels in addition to those highlighted above.  
Research, networking, communications, etc.  If your gifts and graces fit these needs, please 
contact any of the leaders listed above and we’ll put you to work!  Or, come and catch the 
prison ministry spirit by attending a meeting at 7 p.m. in Trinity House on the third Wednesday 
of each month. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
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Generous Bequest Received from the Ruth Frost Estate 
 

Ruth Frost was a lifelong member of Trinity.  She was baptized and confirmed at the Sanctuary 
altar.  She served in numerous capacities in the church, from church secretary to serving on 
many committees.  And she was a member of the Chancel Choir for 65 years! 
 

Ruth loved Trinity Church, and that love was evidenced when the Board of Trustees recently 
received a generous bequest from her last will and testament.  Ruth thoughtfully divided her gift 
into three parts.  One was unrestricted so that the Trustees (who manage all such bequests) can 
use it for ongoing capital needs of the church.  A second part will be invested as a permanent 
endowment, and the interest will go for church youth who need assistance in going to summer 
camp, on mission trips or youth conferences.  The third part will be invested as a permanent 
endowment, and the interest will be used for a scholarship fund for Trinity youth going to 
college who have financial need, a health need or a parent who is ill. 
 

In honor of Ruth’s gift, the Trustees have recommended and the Administrative Board has 
agreed, to rename the Chancel Choir rehearsal room in memory of Ruth. 
 

Trinity was blessed to have Ruth as an active and enthusiastic participant for all of her life.  Now 
we and others will be blessed for many years to come because she chose to include Trinity in 
her last will and testament. 
 
You can likewise bless your church and those who come after you by including Trinity in your 
will and testament.  As noted in what Ruth did, you may designate Trinity with a special focus or 
it can be an unrestricted gift, which is very helpful to the maintenance of our buildings.  Speak 
with your attorney to change or add a codicil to your will, and if you’d like guidance, please feel 
free to speak with Dr. Fowler. 
 
 
 
 

Dedication of the Ruth Frost Memorial Choir Room 
 

The Board of Trustees has voted to rename the Chancel Choir Room the Ruth E. Frost Memorial 
Choir Room in recognition of the substantial gift made to Trinity by Ruth in her will, and in 
recognition of Ruth’s lifelong dedication to the church and Chancel Choir. 
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Coming Soon:  New Church Pictorial Directory 
 

It’s been seven years and it’s time to release a new pictorial directory on Rally Day this 
September.  In addition to the formal portrait photography, we’re doing something new and 
exciting this year, and want you to play a part.  Do you have an eye for photography?  Catch 
Trinity in action!  We want your photos for the activity pages of our new directory.  More 
information will be coming.  For questions, contact Fran Blaskopf at 973-691-2186 or Melissa 
Deibel at 908-637-6895. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

 Frank Procaccini and family on the death of his father, Ed 
 Luis and Irma Nieves on the death of their son, Emmanuel 
 The Rossi family on the death of Charlie Rossi 
 Marilyn Gunther on the death of her husband, Milton 
 Cathy Hawryluk on the death of her brother 
 Debbie Lockwood on the death of her mother, Georgine Lockwood 
 Sandy Havrisko on the death of her father 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

I just wanted to take a moment to give thanks for all the Christmas greetings, gifts and well 
wishes you showered upon me and Robert this Christmas season.  We truly appreciate it.  We 
are thankful for the love and support you have always given us.  It is an incredible blessing to 
serve you.  May this new year bring you peace, joy and abundance.  Most of all, may this new 
year transform us all into deeper disciples of Jesus Christ so that together we can bring 
transformation to the world. 

Peace and love! 
Deb 

 
 
We would like to thank everyone who helped with the World Wide Candle Lighting Service last 
year.  We really appreciated the generous donations of baked goods, prayer shawls, beautiful 
music and support for the service. 

Thank you all, 
JoAnn and Mike Heembrock 
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Creation Care 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

The theme for Earth Day this year will be God’s creatures.  Give some thought to how you might 
be good stewards.  In the winter months, we can put a variety of foods out for birds and other 
animals who don’t have ready and abundant food sources.  Seed mixtures and store-bought or 
homemade suet are good sources of nourishment for birds and squirrels.  Birds need to eat 
several times their body weight to thrive, and even more so in the winter when they need 
calorie-rich foods to help them stay warm.  Water is critical also.  They still need to drink!  And 
birds may bathe also since it’s their means to help keep their feathers groomed and healthy in 
order to shield them from cold.  A variety of birdbaths that come with heaters are available, as 
well as sheltered bird feeders.  Help our beautiful creatures by giving them food and water this 
winter. 
 
 
 
 

Staff News 
 

Congregational Care Pastor 
The Administrative Board received with regret the news of the impending retirement of Pastor 
Debbie Kauffman, effective July 1st.  Debbie has been serving in this capacity with us for four 
years.  The Pastor Parish Relations Ministry Team will be responsible for finding her successor.  
Pastor Anthony Pami continues in this ministry part-time. 
 
Business Administrator 
The board approved a recommendation for a new model for this position.  Current Treasurer 
Charles Mule will become the Business Administrator/Treasurer with the addition of 10 hours of 
work per week.  Administrative Assistant Kari Anzel will assist with this work and her job has 
been expanded by five hours per week. 
 
Property Manager 
This function, previously combined with the Business Administrator’s role has been separated 
from it to become a new part-time position of 20 hours per week. 
 
Family Ministry Team Administrative Assistant 
The board approved the recommendation to hire Caelyn Adams for this position, serving 20 
hours per week.  Caelyn is a senior at Centenary College and will be attending Drew Theological 
Seminary in the fall.  She began her ministry on January 18th.  Caelyn succeeds Rachel Savokinas 
in this position. 
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  February 
 

Greetings Middle School Families!  February may be the shortest month of the year, but it may 
be one of our busiest for MS Student Ministry here at Trinity Church.  We hope you'll come join 
us for as many activities as you can.  Know that you’re always welcome! 
 

February 4th  
No meeting due to the B1 Fast tomorrow and 
Saturday!  Hope you’re all signed up and can 
come! 
 

February 5th & 6th 

B1 Fast!  Woohooo!  The big weekend is 
finally here!  Don't forget to invite friends and 
family to join us on Friday night at 7 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary to hear inspirational words from 
former Rutgers University football star, Eric 
LeGrand, AND to worship with us as we share 
and celebrate our time together at Saturday 
Night Worship at 5 p.m. in Trinity House.  
We’ll break our fast with Holy Communion at 
the service AND enjoy a free meal together in 
Starr Hall after the service ends. 
 

February 11th  
We’ll make valentines for those who are 
lonely this time of year and we’ll talk about 
social media, sharing favorite apps and sites 
AND the pros and cons of being so connected 
in today's world! 
 

February 18th  
Road trip to Megan Mastrantonio's house for 
our meeting this week! 
Time: 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Address:  17 Johnsonburg Road, Allamuchy 
(about 10 minutes from the church according 
to Mapquest!) 

February 24th 
We’ll help prepare, serve and clean up for our 
church's monthly FREE Community Dinner.  
(We'll get to eat, too!  Holler!)  Invite folks to 
come eat at the meal we're putting together!  
Time:  Be at the church at 4:30 p.m. to help 
get things ready!  You’ll receive more details 
as the date gets closer! 

February 28th  
Movie Day in the KidZone!  Come back to 
church at 12:30 p.m. for pizza/subs and a 
movie to celebrate Leap Year, which is on 
Monday!  Time:  12:30 – 3 p.m.  Bring a friend 
and a dessert to share.  The movie is called 
Leap Year starring Amy Adams and Adam 
Scott. It’s a sweet movie rated PG. You'll love 
it! 
 

 
If the weather is inclement and we need to cancel/postpone, you’ll be notified via text, email, on 
the Facebook parent and volunteer page, and on the church's website as quickly as possible. 
 
Questions?  Concerns?  Ideas?  Want to volunteer?  Contact Laura Iacampo at 201-787-6842 or 
lvbiacampo@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 

15 

mailto:lvbiacampo@comcast.net


Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
Feb. 1, 8, 15, 
22, 29 
 

High School Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Monday 

7:30 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Feb. 3, 10, 17, 
24 
 

G.I.R.L.S. (Grades 9 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Wednesday 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Feb. 3, 17 
 

High School Boys’ Group 
 

7 – 9 p.m. 
KidZone 

Wednesday & 
Friday 
Feb. 1, 3, 5, 8, 
10, 12, 15, 17, 
19, 22, 24, 26, 
29 
 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Feb. 10 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

Wednesday 
Feb. 3, 17 
 

Highest Praise (Grades 1 – 8) 
Meets two Wednesdays per month 

5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Trinity House 

Thursday 
Feb. 4, 25 
 

Sprouts (4th & 5th grades) 
Meets weekly on Thursday 

6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Trinity House 

 
 
 
 

Reminder for Participants of the Secret Angel Program 
 

The Secret Angel program began on Sunday, January 31st, and for the next four weeks, each 
Secret Angel sends his or her child a weekly note, card, message or small memento.  Sunday, 
February 28th is the day of the Secret Angel Party.  All participants, Secret Angels and children, 
are asked to meet in the Sanctuary immediately following the 10:45 a.m. worship service, where 
children will be paired with their Secret Angel.  From the Sanctuary, the two will go to Starr Hall 
for refreshments and a time of fellowship. 
 

Should you have any questions about the Secret Angel Program, please contact Director of 
Children’s Ministry, Ginny Thorp at 908-850-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org) or Secret 
Angel Coordinator, Kellie Pennington, at 908-813-9533. 
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Upcoming Children/Family Activities at Trinity 
 

Third Grade Families 
Mark your calendar for the third BIBLE BLAST session! 
 

Who’s it for? All current 3rd grade students 
When is it? Sunday, February 7th during the church school hour 
Where is it being held? At the church – meet in the 3rd grade classroom, Room 105 
 

Additional note:  The final Bible Blast session will be held on Sunday, April 10th.  Along with 3rd 
grade students, parents are invited to come and participate in the last Bible Blast session.  
During our time together, we’ll be using fun game formats to review what we’ve learned in 
previous Bible Blast sessions. 
 
 

Tuesday, February 9th – Fat Tuesday Celebration 
Starr Hall, 5 - 7 p.m. 
All are invited for our traditional pancake (and once again this year, WAFFLE) dinner prior to the 
start of the Lenten season. 
 
 

Sunday, February 21st – Church School Worship 
This will be held in the KidZone during the church school hour for all classes, three year olds 
through the 5th grade.  Students will hear about Trinity’s trip to Haiti in January from members 
of the Haiti Team, including high school senior, Will Wahl.  Students should report as usual to 
their classrooms. 
 
 

Sprouts 
Sprouts (4th and 5th grade students) meetings in February:  6:30 - 8 p.m. in Trinity House 
 

On Thursday, February 4th, we’ll explore more of Trinity and its ministries as we spend some time 
with the YPB (the Youth Praise Band).  Please report to the KidZone as usual. 
 

NO Sprouts on Thursday, February 11th or on Thursday, February 18th.  Come to the Fat Tuesday 
Celebration on Tuesday, February 9th. 
 

On Thursday, February 25th, we’ll begin our Lenten Study, the intergenerational version of The 
Grave Robber.  The Sprouts Lenten group will be multigenerational so parents, grandparents 
and others are invited for this unique approach to this year’s Lenten study, which will continue 
throughout March (March 3rd, 10th and 17th). 
 

If you have any questions about Sprouts, please contact Ginny Thorp, Director of Children’s 
Ministry at gthorp@catchthespirit.org or 908-853-3020, ext. 17. 
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Jr. Prayer Shawl 
Anyone who’s eight years old or older is “wool-come” to join the Jr. Prayer Shawl small group 
for a time of knitting and/or crocheting and fellowship every 2nd Wednesday of the month in 
Room 104, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.  Oh, and did we mention that we also eat cookies!  For additional 
information, contact Ginny Thorp at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 
 

Coming this Summer to Trinity!!! 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 2016 
July 18th – 22nd  

 

CAVE QUEST 

Following Jesus, the Light of the World 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You, Haiti Mission Team! 
 

Your willingness to serve those in need is appreciated and celebrated! 
 

Team Leaders 
Frank Procaccini Ginny Mitchell 
 
Team Members 
Bill Blaskopf Fran Blaskopf  Caleb Dean  Nancy Dean 
Frank Fowler Don Harris  Carol Munro  Mary Sterling 
Bill Wahl Irene Wahl  Will Wahl  Tony Albanese 
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Rev. Fowler’s Frog Eyes Bible Verse Memory Game 
 

Begins the 1st weekend in Lent:  Saturday and Sunday, February 13th/14th 
 
If you’re in kindergarten through the fourth grade, you’re invited to join Rev. Fowler in the 
“Frog Eyes Bible Verse Memory Game.”  Frog Eyes will continue for the weeks of Lent, ending on 
Palm Sunday weekend, March 19th and 20th.  Here’s how the game works: 
 

During the week of February 1st, all kindergarten through fourth grade students should have 
received in the mail their first Frog Eyes Bible Verse bookmarker.  If you want to participate in 
Rev. Fowler’s Frog Eyes Bible Verse Memory Game, memorize the verse (including where it’s 
found – i.e., book of the Bible, chapter and verse) on the bookmarker.  Help from mom, dad, 
grandma, grandpa, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins and your family pet is welcomed and 
encouraged! 
 

One area where family members can be especially helpful is in making sure that students not 
only know the words of the Bible verse, but understand what those words mean!  If your child 
doesn’t memorize well, please have him/her try, but instead of emphasizing the exact words, 
have them memorize the meaning of scripture.  Your child can share that with Rev. Fowler!  If 
you don’t have the Bible verse for some reason – i.e., the dog decided to eat the bookmarker – 
please check Trinity’s website under Children’s Ministry or email Ginny Thorp, 
gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 

On Saturday evening, February 13th, visit the Trinity House “Lily Pad” to tell Rev. Fowler that 
week’s Bible verse.  Or, visit him Sunday morning, February 14th, at the Starr Hall Lily Pad.  On 
Sunday mornings, you can find Rev. Fowler at the Starr Hall Lily Pad, 8:55 - 9:10 a.m. and then 
again 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.  SN Kids Lily Pad hours will be 4:50 - 5 p.m. and then again 6 - 6:10 p.m. 
 

After you tell Rev. Fowler the Bible verse, he’ll give you a Frog Eyes sticker to put on a special 
poster and a new bookmarker with a new Bible verse to memorize for the next weekend. 
 

This same process will continue for the six Saturdays/Sundays of Lent, with the last weekend of 
the Frog Eyes game being on Palm Sunday weekend, March 19th and 20th. 
 

Upon completion of the six-week program, each child will receive a small Frog Eyes gift to 
celebrate his or her Bible memorization work and effort throughout Lent. 

Here’s hoping that you’ll be hopping to the Lily Pad!  
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We continue to be very busy here at the Pantry, and are serving an incredible number of people 
each month.  We’re thankful for all the support and donations that we receive from our Trinity 
family, and we truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and caring. 
 

It’s time to begin planning for this year’s “Stamp Out Hunger” postal food drive.  This year’s 
drive will be held on May 14th, and this is historically the biggest food drive of our year.  People 
are asked to leave non-perishable food by their mailboxes that day.  The food is collected by 
mail carriers and then donated to local food pantries and food banks.  We’re blessed to receive 
food from both the Hackettstown and Budd Lake post offices.  This year, the Letter Carriers 
Association is hoping to break a Guinness World Record for the amount of food collected. 
 

You can help in many ways that day.  Please leave some non-perishable food by your mailbox, 
and tell your friends and family about the program also.  Many volunteers are needed at the 
Pantry during the drive to pick up, sort and store the food.  Please consider donating a couple 
hours of your time to help out.  Many hands make light work! 
 

The Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Donations can also be brought to the church office and monetary donations can be 
mailed to the office.  Shoppers use donated funds to shop at NORWESCAP and local 
grocery stores. 
 

In December, we served 1,182 people:  413 families, including 379 children, 690 adults, 113 
seniors. 
 
 
 
 

Diversity 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

February is Black History Month.  The theme this year is Hallowed Grounds:  Sites of African 
American Memories.  We can’t tell the story of America without preserving and reflecting on 
places where African Americans have made history.  The Kingsley Plantation, DeSable’s home 
site, stops along the Underground Railroad, Seneca Village, Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church and 
Frederick Douglas’s home are sites to keep alive in our consciousness.  For more information, go 
to www.asalh100.org. 
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Missions 
 

Midnight Run 
The team travels to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several designated 
locations.  Donate large or extra large men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and 
wash cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® 
bags.  Monetary donations are accepted.  Contact:  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net) 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need people to help set up and 
break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  
If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always 
two people hosting at a time.  Contacts:  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia 
for food donations (908-813-3865) 

 
The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – Saturday, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 

 
Coupons for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase much-needed items, 
including many that are free.  Even one coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds of items if enough 
folks bring it in.  Please place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and 
the Pantry. 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry 
The last Saturday of every month, we take a hot meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, PA.  We meet at 
Trinity’s kitchen at 3 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner and eat with the residents, and 
then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults 
participate in the trip.  Children are welcome to come with their parents.  Contacts:  Sarah Hergert (908-850-1458) 
 

Military Prayer & Care Ministry 
The Military Prayer and Care Ministry Team accepts names and addresses of servicemen and women to whom they 
can send care packages.  Please call to provide names and to find out what items are needed. 
Contacts:  Harry & Lauren Mount (908-459-5493) 
 

Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal. 
Contact:  Cheryl Pami (732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org) 
 

Midnight Run Sleeping Bag Supplies 
Help My Brother’s Keeper Quilt Group make bedrolls.  Donate neckties, sheets, pillow cases, blankets, bedspreads, 
comforters, towels, draperies, tablecloths, fabric remnants and yarn.  Bag them with a label for LaNelle Hoffmann 
(lanelle2@ptd.net or 610-381-6262) and place the bag in the Rotunda near the Midnight Run box. 
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The View from Here 
 

February is the month for symbols of love.  Valentine’s Day brings us beautiful images of 
romance and caring, replete with cards and flowers, maybe chocolate.  Even the colors are warm 
and lovely.  I always adored this holiday simply because it’s so pretty and uplifting.  In the midst 
of winter, how nice to have this occasion to celebrate. 
 
But I’m going to jump into this airy fairy reverie and spoil everything.  Because at the time I’m 
writing this, I watched a rally of supporters for a presidential would-be on the news.  The most 
disturbing thing was not the candidate’s rhetoric, but the appearance and the actions of the 
supporters, many of whom sported yellow stars attached to their clothing with the word Muslim 
written on them.  God help us.  The yellow star — the symbol the Jews in Nazi Germany had to 
wear sewn on their clothing to publicly identify them as Jews, and in so doing excised them 
from the larger society, condemned them to death.  We’re told that history repeats itself.  We’re 
warned that the seeds of evil are blown into the future, even when we swear that it will not be 
so. 
 
Love is such a loaded word, such an encompassing idea or ideal, that we’re scarcely able to 
capture it with meaning.  We love friends, lovers, family, things, animals, concepts, practices, 
experiences, ourselves.  We try to do our loving well, or not.  Sometimes we succeed and 
sometimes we don’t.  Some of us feel like we’ve been embraced in a nest of love from our 
earliest days.  Some of us feel like love is an alien country from which we’ve been shut out.  But 
the messages of love, however familiar or misunderstood, continue to be rained down on us by 
every manner of organization, group, teaching body, advertiser.  The Bible speaks about the 
kinds of love we might aspire to.  It also says loving can be a tall order, one that everything 
within us may wish to resist sometimes, and often we can’t easily show love without help from 
beyond ourselves. 
 
Most of us don’t need to be told to be self-monitoring and aware about how we interact with 
other people.  Many of us have a pretty healthy handle on expressing some sort of love or 
affection for someone or something.  We have a reasonable understanding that love turned 
rotten, turned inside out, becomes hate.  But maybe we need to be reminded to simply keep our 
eyes open to what’s happening in the world around us.  If your gorge doesn’t rise at some of 
what you see and hear, if your heart doesn’t grow sick at the ways some people in the world act, 
you need to recalibrate yourself.  We may not be able to stem the dark tide, but we each of us 
can sow some light and yes, love in some form, into our little circle of influence, our tiny piece 
of this life. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in February 
 

Chapel Ushers      Scripture Readers – 9:15 
February 7 Pattie & Dennis Huff   TBD 
February 14 Glenn & Mary Ann Habrial 
February 21 Darryl & Debbie Tuxhorn 
February 28 Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes 
 

Greeters - 9:15 
February 7 Pat Bristow, Dot Schmidling, Leslie Wexler 
February 14 Karen Riccobono, Dot Schmidling 
February 21 Irene Wahl, Alice Davis, Dot Schmidling 
February 28 Irene Wahl 
 

Greeters - 10:45 
February 7 Marie & Dennis James, LaNelle Hoffmann 
February 14 Hope Keister, Linda McClune, LaNelle Hoffmann 
February 21 Ellen English, LaNelle Hoffmann 
February 28 Ivy Meyer-Mellow, LaNelle Hoffmann 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
February 7 Joe Thomas, Lois Spender, Doug Powell, Carolyn Sunday, Dan Stroessenreuther, Karen Riccobono, Lynette & 

Tony Albanese 
February 14 Joe Thomas, Lynette & Tony Albanese, Prince Tettah, Leslie Felix-Mule, Bill Bippus, Edna Burton, Rich Bonti 
February 21 Joe Thomas, Carolyn Sunday, Dan Stroessenreuther, Lynette & Tony Albanese, Prince Tettah, Christina Gleason, 

Linda Feci 
February 28 Joe Thomas, Lynette & Tony Albanese, Leslie Felix-Mule, Bill Bippus, Linda Feci, Rich Bonti, Brenda Sargeant 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
February 7 Carol Munro, Pat Mullen, Dan Fiedler, Norm Graule, Lorry Fulton, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond, Bill Blaine, 

Joan Crouse, Faydeane Henkel 
February 14 Carol Munro, Pat Mullen, Dan Fiedler, Nancy Soleau, Norm Graule, Lorry Fulton, Joan Roehrich, Roger 

Hammond, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse 
February 21 Carol Munro, Jeff Deibel, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, 

Faydeane Henkel, Claude Buchman 
February 28 Carol Munro, Jeff Deibel, Pat Mullen, Nancy Soleau, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, 

Glennora Broadwell, John Torkos 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Carol Munro, Brenda Sargeant, Nancy Soleau, Donna Re, Bill Blaine, Joan Crouse, Michele Risley, Pat Bristow, Tony Albanese, Kathryn 
Twaddell 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15     Welcome Center – 10:45 
February 7 Mimi Gulick    February 7 Mike White 
February 14 Kathy Grimwood    February 14 Mike White 
February 21 Mary Kashmanian    February 21 Debbie Shanley 
February 28 Karen Riccobono    February 28 Rey Benanti 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
February 7 Joe Racz   Janice Paulussen  Ruben Espada 
February 14 Bill Anzel   Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
February 21 Peter Smith  Lori DeLorenzo  Sharon Hoff 
February 28 Keith Ryan  Janice Paulussen  Don Harris 
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Winter Weather Advisory 
 

 We never cancel worship services. 
 

 We encourage you to decide for yourself if you can safely make it to church. 
 

 Music rehearsals and events may be cancelled.  Each Trinity group is encouraged to have 
a phone or email process to inform members of cancellations.  Leaders can also call 
WRNJ radio to have the cancellation announced on its Operation Snowflake service. 

 

 Trinity has a very reliable snow removal service for our parking lot and sidewalks.  You 
may generally assume that the campus will be cleared promptly after a snowfall. 

 

 If you arrive on site and there’s some snow or ice on sidewalks, and if you’re able, feel 
free to shovel, sweep or place ice melt on these areas.  There’s ice melt and a shovel or 
broom at each entrance. 

 

 Please walk and drive very carefully when on church property.  Also, be alert and careful 
when walking inside the building.  Floors could easily be wet and slippery due to 
tracked-in snow. 
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