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From the Pastor 
 

Following the One Who Knows the Way 
 

The boys who came to overnight summer camp each year were always transfixed by the nearby 
sheer mountain face that stared at them.  It was said that no camper had ever climbed that 
steep mountain, though each year several of the older boys would try.  And give up. 
 
But one year, a counselor decided to take his whole group to the mountain, to let them all try.  
And that day every one of them made it to the top! 
 
Why?  Because the day before one of the boys had tried to climb the mountain, and he made it 
to the top.  Then the whole group made it.  And the only reason was because they had someone 
to show them the best way. 
 
The year ahead of us is like the mountain, for it will hold many challenges and changes, some 
harder than others.  But in all the events that are before us, we have a guide, One who has made 
it to the top.  And if we but follow our guide, we, too, will be successful in managing and 
maneuvering through the many challenges of life. 
 
His name is Jesus.  He described himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life.  He knows the way 
and can show the way.  So why wouldn’t you follow him each day?  I hope you will. 
 

Together in Christ’s service, 

    Frank 
 
 
 
 

Financial Plans for 2016 Soon to be Finalized 
 

Trinity’s Finance Ministry Team is charged with the responsibility of presenting a balanced 
budget to the Administrative Board for final approval in January.  That process is soon to 
conclude with the Board meeting on January 11th. 
 

Our thanks to all who’ve submitted your commitment cards and financial pledges thus far.  If 
you haven’t, you can still be included in the planning for this new year of ministry.  
Commitment cards are needed in the church office by January 4th.  Extra cards are in all 
worship spaces and in the church office.  Thank you! 
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Praying in the New Year 
 

The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from 12 noon, December 31st until 12 noon on January 1st.  
When you come to the Sanctuary, you’ll hear quiet music, see twinkling candles and find printed 

prayer materials to read if you wish.  There will be a host in the Sanctuary at all times.  Come 
join our Trinity family for this special time. 

 
 
 
 

2016 Lenten Study 
 

 
 

 Signups for small groups and book sales begin on January 16th 
 

 Small groups begin the week of February 7th (Ash Wednesday is February 10th) 
 

 The Lenten Sermon Series begins the weekend of February 13th & 14th 
 

 The Lenten Day Apart is Saturday, March 19th 
 

 The Lenten Day of Service is Saturday, February 27th 
 

 Walking through Holy Week is March 23rd – 27th 
 
Miracles are happening all around us all the time, but you won’t see them if you don’t 
know how to look for them.  Mark Batterson reveals the incredible power of the seven 
miraculous signs of Jesus found in the Gospel of John, showing how they aren’t simply 
something Jesus did in the past, but also something he wants to do now in the present.  Mark 
shares true stories of people today who are experiencing miracles in their lives.  And he brings 
to light the countless miracles, big and small, we take for granted every day — miracles that 
point us toward the One who healed the sick, calmed the storm, and yes, even raised the dead.  
Nothing has changed since Jesus called Lazarus out of his tomb four days after his funeral.  No 
matter how big the problem is, God is bigger still.  If you long to see God work in miraculous 
ways today, you’ll love this faith-building, life-giving message. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  No Meeting in January 
Come February, we’ll be back in the swing of things. 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  No January Breakfast 
In February, the breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are 
welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  February 21st  
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, February 20th, and on the 21st, a class at 9:15 a.m. 
and reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you 
find Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  January 24th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  February 28th – March 6th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   January 30th 
 

Midnight Run: January 9th 
 

Blood Drive     February 6th 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen to your life.  See it for the fathomless mystery that it is.  In the 

boredom and pain of it no less than in the excitement and gladness:  touch, 

taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it because in the last 

analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace. 
Frederick Buechner 
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Mission Team Leaves for Haiti on January 16th 
 

Once again, Trinity is sending out a mission team to serve the Lord by serving others.  On 
January 16th, a 14-member team will travel to Port au Prince to live and serve at the Light and 
Peace mission and Our Father’s House orphanage.  They’ll hand carry needed items and also 
cash gifts to several ministries.  They’ll be dedicated to their mission on Sunday, January 10th in 
both the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services.  Persons who have been on previous Haiti or 
international mission trips are especially encouraged to come and support them.  They’ll report 
back to the congregation in worship the weekend of January 24th. 
 
 
 
 

Special Sermon Series to Start in the New Year 
 

Two three-part sermon series will help us begin our discipleship journey into the new year. 
 

January 2nd – 17th  Questions that Persist 
 

 Jan. 2nd & 3rd  Where is God in THIS? 
 Jan. 9th & 10th  Will Peace Ever Overcome Violence? 
 Jan. 16th & 17th Why Do My Prayers Go Unanswered? 
 

January 23rd – February 7th The God of the Nobodies 
 

Jan. 23rd & 24th  The Nude, Crude Dude 
 Jan. 30th & 31st   That Thief 
 Feb. 6th & 7th   The Homeless Guy 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 18th 
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IF:  Gathering 
A Webcast Women’s Conference 

 

February 5th – 7th 
 
 

What IF we lived like Jesus? 
 
 
IF:  Gathering is an opportunity to gather with women all over the world (via webcast) to see 
what could happen if we all lived like Jesus.  The world around us feels like it’s crumbling and 
almost nothing seems certain, until we look to Jesus and see that our hope is very clear and 
certain.  He didn’t just give us salvation.  Jesus is our salvation and the example of what it means 
to live in the fullness of grace and truth.  What the world needs is His redemption, the very 
redemption and hope that lives inside of us.  Rather than shrink back, it’s time to love like Jesus 
loved, serve like Jesus served, pray like Jesus prayed and pursue holiness like Jesus pursued it.  
This February 5th – 7th, join this global gathering of women across denominations, generations 
and cultures as we come together in the name of Jesus. 
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 

 
Even if you can’t come for the whole time, please come when you can.  There’s no cost for this 
event, though we’re asking for donations from participants to cover food and to defray the cost 
of bringing this event to Trinity. 
 
Feel free to invite friends to this event.  Let us know you’re coming in the Just Say Yes form in 
the worship bulletin or send Pastor Jenny an email at jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org.  Watch for 
online signup information in your email, on www.catchthespirit.org and On My Mind. 
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Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
 

Did you know that the Prison Ministry Team has served 15 local children of incarcerated parents 
by purchasing and delivering a gift from mom or dad through the Angel Tree program?  Also 
exciting, the youth from the Sprouts group were instrumental in wrapping and preparing the 
gifts for delivery.  Best of all, the love and word of Jesus was shared with these households 
through the gift of a Bible, church literature and a connection with Trinity. 
 

The core ministry continues!  We have now completed the first 12-week session of the Stepping 
Up program at Northern State Prison, and graduated seven men on December 4th.  These 
professing believers are now committed to applying some basic Christian principles to their 
lives so that they can walk more closely with Jesus Christ and better lead their families into the 
future.  There’s great interest to attend the program at the prison, and we’ve been asked to 
begin a second session in January.  The relationships forged bring the gospel into the lives of 
those who need its message of love, grace and hope at a very receptive and open time. 
 

With Christmas behind us and a new year ahead, the Prison Ministry Team is looking to expand 
its reach to help with prisoner transition into society as we begin a Backpack Ministry.  This 
effort is to assemble sturdy backpacks filled with items to aid newly-released men and women 
in their first days as free citizens.  Contact Bill Anzel at billanzel@gmail.com or 201-841-1141 to 
participate! 
 

Our team needs help in all areas:  We need administrative and networking support. Mentors are 
needed for prisoners who’ll be released in the near future.  And when someone is released, he 
or she needs assistance also.  They need help finding housing, a job, a church, basic things 
needed to stay out of prison.  Leaders:  Peter Smith and Tony Albanese at 
prisonmintumc@gmail.com.  Are you called to serve? 
 
 
 
 
 

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 

or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

you?”  The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
Matthew 25:37-40 
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UMM Matters 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

I was talking to someone the other day and he asked me, “What’s so special about Trinity 
Church?”  I fumbled for words as I was caught off guard by the question.  I started to answer, 
“Umm….”  Then it hit me!  Umm!  Not just umm, but UMM.  Trinity’s United Methodist Men helps 
make Trinity special.  Imagine that!  Something that YOU are all a part of.  Just by being in the 
Trinity family.  Think about it.  If everyone at Trinity took the approach that we’re striving for 
with the UMM, think of all the good we could do.  My brothers and sisters, let us unleash the 
power of UMM.  Join me, won’t you, and let’s do our best to spread the word of our Lord Jesus 
Christ by walking in his footsteps.  We can be conduits of Christ.  We can spread his love and joy 
to those who need it most.  Remember, it’s not about doing things to get into heaven.  It’s 
about bringing heaven on Earth to those who could use it.  Peace, love, and see you at service.  
You can contact me at anthony.albanese@usps.gov or 201-230-9173. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to New Members Who Joined in December 
 

Jessie Gillespie has two grown children, Colleen and Brian.  She’s retired, enjoys walking and 
lives in Hackettstown.  She joined by Letter of Transfer from East Stroudsburg UMC. 
 
Joyce Kingston has two children, Jamie and Timothy.  She’s a receptionist at Heath Village and 
lives in Budd Lake.  She joined by Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
Guerdi & Reginald Nonez have two children, Redjee (9) and Ryleigh (5), and they live in 
Hackettstown.  Guerdie works for Daulchi Sankyo and Reginald works at Dav L.  They joined by 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 
 
Rose Price has two grown children, Stephanie and Ralph Jr.  She’s the summer programs 
administrative director at Princeton Day School, and lives in Great Meadows.  Rose enjoys 
reading, walking and her grandchildren.  She joined by Letter of Transfer from the First 
Presbyterian Church in Washington. 
 
Janet Seabloom has five grown children, Debra, Linda, Sharon, Karen and Sandra.  She’s a 
retired secretary and lives in Belvidere.  She joined by Letter of Transfer from Newfoundland 
Methodist Church in West Milford. 
 
Dave & Bette Sprandel have three grown children, Candice, Alysce and David, and they live in 
Mendham.  Bette is a retired teacher and enjoys sewing, cooking and sports.  David enjoys 
sports, the stock market, exercise and the movies.  They joined by Reaffirmation of Faith. 
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ASP Mission Trip Applications 
 

Trinity’s Appalachia Service Project (ASP) team is accepting signups for its mission trip to 
Appalachia.  The dates are July 9th – July 17th.  If you’re interested in participating, contact Rob 
Waskis at 973-294-1700 for information and to reserve your place.  Adult and Youth 
Applications are also available at the church office and on the church website 
(www.catchthespirit.org) on the Missions Central page. 
 
 
 
 

Cruise to Australia & New Zealand in February, 2017 
 

We’re preparing for a fellowship tour/cruise to some of the most beautiful, exciting and 
fascinating places on earth in February, 2017.  Through shore excursions and onboard activities, 
you’ll experience the color, culture and cuisine of these vacation destinations.  If you have 
questions, please contact Nancy Soleau at nsoleau@aol.com or 908-852-8833 or Leslie 
Williams-Wexler at wexler12@comcast.net or 908-637-6062. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

 Family of John Hoff 
 
 
 
 

Creation Care 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

Let’s start the year off right by remembering to be good stewards of our environment. 
 

 Each gallon of fuel releases 20 pounds of carbon dioxide into the air. 
 

 Most families throw away about 88 pounds of plastic every year. 
 

 Fourteen billion pounds of trash is dumped into the ocean every year. 
 

 It takes 90% less energy to recycle aluminum cans than to make new ones.  We use five 
billion cans each year. 

 

 Real fur comes from dead animals.  Buy fake fur garments. 
 

 One-third of all water is used to flush toilets. 
 

 Improper disposal and handling of hazardous materials result in contamination of water, 
land and air. 
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Thank You 
 

WOW!!  THANKS 
The United Methodist Women thank all who contributed to the Bakeless Bake Sale.  You may 
recall reading in the October Tidings that we invited anyone who would care to help us reach 
$800 to send in a check for $20 or $25. 
 

Well, thanks to so many who care and who could, the Bakeless Bake Sale total for 2015 is (drum 
roll and a hallelujah please) $1,057.00! 
 

As always, these funds will be used to help women, children and youth in need.  Right here in 
New Jersey, we’ll be able to send funds to Paterson where, about 40 years ago, a young 
Methodist woman saw persons who could barely survive – parents not eating so chldren could 
have food some days – and she began a care station to help.  It has grown to be a huge service 
not only helping with food, but providing blankets in winter and backpacks for school children.  
The list goes on and on.  We can help with that. 
 

Further south there’s a Neighborhood Center in Camden that was started in the early 1900s by 
two Methodist Deaconesses.  It now serves hundreds of persons in that impoverished city.  From 
child care for the youngest, to homework help toward achieving college readiness for teens, to 
Bible study with a meal for senior citizens, and more, this lively, vital ministry is truly a Godsend 
for many.  We can help with that. 
 

And there are about 300 such places scattered around the U.S. and in many parts of the world 
that United Methodist Women support.  What a joy that we can help! 
 

Thank you, THANK YOU, thank you.  Your gifts are much appreciated!! 
 

UMWomen Treasurer, Edna Barrier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you considered including Trinity in your last will and testament?  What an amazing 
way to leave a lasting legacy to the church, and to make a clear final statement of your 

Christian faith.  Persons who remember the church in their wills are themselves 
permanently remembered on the “Fellowship of the Future” plaque in the main building 

side foyer.  Please talk to Dr. Frank Fowler or your lawyer for information. 
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Trinity’s Small Group News 
 

See page 3 for Lenten small group information. 
 
 

Savor Suppers:  Food and Conversation for Women 
 

Contact: Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 
 

Location:  Homes of Trinity women 
 

Dates:   Friday, January 8th  7 p.m. 
   Monday, February 22nd 6:30 p.m. 
   Friday, March 4th  7 p.m. 
   Friday, April 22nd  7 p.m. 
   Monday, May 2nd  7 p.m. 
 

Savor Suppers will bring together small group gatherings of women, just a few at a time, with 
no commitment beyond the one-time event.  Once or twice a month, a different woman from 
the congregation will host a simple meal at her home for five other women.  As you gather for 
literal bread, we hope you’ll also experience spiritual bread and savor the experience of God, 
grace and faithful conversation. 
 
 

Baptisms in Celebrated in November 
 

 Mila Berkowitz, daughter of Amy Berkowitz and granddaughter of Jerie and Joel 
Berkowitz 

 

 Cayden Duncan, son of Marc and Jennifer Duncan 
 

 Alicia Hoover, daughter of Alexander and Jessica Hoover 
 

 Blake Vanorskie, son of Louis Vanorskie and Krystal Ryno 
 

 You-Ann Kim, daughter of Young Je Kim and JungSoon Ju 
 
 
 
 
 

“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love 

for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” 

says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 
Isaiah 54:10 
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  January 
 

Happy New Year!  We can’t wait to get the ball rolling with Middle School Student ministry with 
these fun events, and it won’t be the same without YOU!  Come to as many gatherings as you 
can to be a part of the new memories we’ll create (and bring a friend!). 
 
January 7th  Welcome Back Night! 

We’ll share what we did over the Christmas break, play some board 
games and enjoy some snacks together. 

   7 – 8:30 p.m. in the Middle School Room 
 
January 14th  Bible Journaling with Mrs. Patterson (she’s AMAZING). 

Come learn all about this unique way to read the inspired word of God, 
and don’t forget to bring your Bible! 
7 – 8:30 p.m. in the Middle School Room 

 
January 21st  No meeting. 
 
January 24th  Road Trip to go Bowling. 

More information to come on our calendar and via email.  RSVP will be a 
must so we have enough lanes at the alley! 

 
January 28th  Another Road Trip to go to Julia Yudichak’s house! 

We’ll have a quieter (but still F-U-N, fun!) night at their house.  See the 
worship bulletin and calendar for more details. 
7 – 8:30 p.m. 

 
I wish each of you a peaceful start to 2016!  May God fill your year with blessings.  If you have 
questions, email, text or call Laura Iacampo at lvbiacampo@comcast.net or 201-787-6842. 
 
 

Some important words to live by:  “Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do, but 

how much love we put into that action.” 
Mother Teresa 
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Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25 

High School Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Monday 

7:30 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 

G.I.R.L.S. (Grades 9 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Wednesday 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Jan. 13, 27 

High School Boys’ Group 
 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday & 
Friday 
Jan. 4, 6, 8, 11, 
13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 
25, 27, 29 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Jan. 13 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

Wednesday 
Jan. 6, 20 

Highest Praise (Grades 1 – 8) 
Meets two Wednesdays per month 

5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Trinity House 

Thursday 
Jan. 14, 21, 28 

Sprouts (4th & 5th grades) 
Meets weekly on Thursday 

6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Off site 

 
 
 
 

It’s Time for Trinity’s Intergenerational 
Secret Angel Program 

 

January is the month when preparations are made for the Secret Angel program — a fun 
intergenerational program for our whole church family.  Letters will soon be arriving in 
mailboxes, asking children, three years old through the 4th grade, if they’re interested in 
participating in the program. 
 

Angels (anyone in the 5th grade or older), your opportunity to grow wings occurs on Saturday, 
Jan. 16th/Sunday, Jan. 17th and Saturday, Jan. 23rd/Sunday, Jan. 24th  when you can sign-up 
to be an angel. 
 

The Secret Angel program begins on Sunday, Jan. 31st, and for the next four weeks, each 
Secret Angel sends his or her child a weekly note, card, message or small memento.  Sunday, 
February 28th is the day of the Secret Angel Party.  All participants, Secret Angels and children, 
are asked to meet in the Sanctuary immediately following the 10:45 a.m. worship service, where 
children will be paired with their Secret Angel.  From the Sanctuary, the two will go to Starr Hall 
for refreshments and a time of fellowship. 
 
Should you have any questions about the Secret Angel Program, please contact Director of 
Children’s Ministry, Ginny Thorp at 908-850-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org) or Secret 
Angel Coordinator, Kellie Pennington, at 908-813-9533. 
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Sprouts 
 

Are you a 4th or 5th grader?  Did you attend Trinity’s Sprouts group in the fall?  Did you want to 
attend but couldn’t because of other after-school activities? 
 

If you’re a 4th or 5th grader and attended Sprouts in the fall OR if you’re a 4th or 5th grader and 
didn’t attend Sprouts in the fall, either way, YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND the winter and 
spring 2016 sessions of Sprouts! 
 

The winter session of Sprouts begins on Thursday, January 14th, 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the KidZone.  
During our winter session, we’ll explore the Trinity campus and get to know better some of our 
Trinity family members. 
 

If you have any questions about Sprouts, please contact Director of Children’s Ministry, Ginny 
Thorp at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

A 3RD GRADE REMINDER 
Our 2nd Bible Blast Session is on Sunday, January 10th during the church school hour!!!!  

Come to class, bring your Bible and be ready to have some FUN learning more about the 
Bible! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 

Winter Is a Great Time to Knit or Crochet!!! 
 

If you’re 8 years old or older you’re “WOOL-COME” to Trinity’s Jr. Prayer Shawl Small 
Group! 

 

Beginners and those who are more experienced are welcome at this small 
group every 2nd Wednesday of the month in Room 104, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.  

January’s meeting is on Wednesday, January 13th.  For additional information, 
contact Ginny Thorp at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Loves Having Children Participate in Worship Services! 
 

January 31st is the fifth Sunday of the month and that means it’s time again for the Sunday 
Children's Sabbath at the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  During this service, children are invited 
to actively participate in serving the Lord, learning responsibilities from adults in the same 
positions of service.  If your child is in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade and is interested in being an 
usher, greeter, scripture reader or musician, contact Ginny Thorp at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or 
gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

First, we’d like to offer a huge THANK YOU to all of the people who supported us during the 
holiday season.  We recently had several record-breaking months in the number of people using 
the Pantry.  Additionally, we distributed a record-breaking number of Thanksgiving food 
baskets.  We could not continue to serve people in need without this help, and we truly 
appreciate all of your support. 
 

Please remember that after the holiday season, we’ll continue to serve approximately 1,400 
people every month.  Donations are always needed, and we’re very thankful for the kindness 
and generosity of our Trinity community. 
 
The Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Donations can also be brought to the church office and monetary donations can be 
mailed to the office.  Shoppers use donated funds to shop at NORWESCAP and local 
grocery stores. 
 
In November, we served 1,557 people:  529 families (44 new), including 500 children, 919 adults, 
138 seniors.  The Thanksgiving basket distribution:  818 adults, 372 children. 
 
 
 
 

Diversity 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

However troubled, violent and fractured you may think the world is today, it’s really not any 
more so than it’s ever been.  My years in the study of anthropology taught me how incredibly 
different from each other people can be, culturally, physically, behaviorally.  And how we 
respond to those differences can contribute to the worst expressions of our humanity. 
 

In the final analysis, it all boils down to what each individual decides to do.  You decide how 
you’re going to think about and act with every person with whom you come in contact.  Tall 
order?  You bet. 
 
 

I feel we all islands in a common sea. 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
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Dear Trinity Friends, 
I recently received the following letter which I felt you would be interested in reading.  Please 
speak with me if you’d like additional information. 

Paul L. Wells 
Centenary Fund Representative 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord. 
 

I write this letter with a prayerful expectation that you might be led to consider a special gift to 
the Centenary Fund and Preacher’s Aid Society. 
 

The Centenary Fund is a vital servant in the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference (GNJAC).  
The Fund serves the conference through a commitment to absorb a financial portion of the 
GNJAC’s budget that is designated for retired clergy “Health Care.”  In 2014, the Centenary Fund 
gave $513,591 to the GNJAC to support the Retired Health Insurance Package for those who 
have served among us.  That seems like a lot of money, but the Centenary Fund is an active 
partner to enhance health care for the retired, while simultaneously supporting the mission of 
the church. 
 

Do you know the old New Jersey Conference was asked to take up a collection to establish a 
fund to assist “worn out” preachers?  This all came into being in 1839 during the Centennial of 
Wesleyan Methodism.  We salute the boldness and perseverance of those preachers and 
laypersons in that time and place.  They had a Christ-centered vision of care for preachers and 
workers who proclaimed the Word. 
 

Also, remember that every dollar you donate is invested.  Please help us prepare for the needs 
of our clergy and spouses not only today, but also in the future.  Every clergy family will 
someday be under the Centenary Fund’s umbrella.  Thank you! 
 

Rev. Doug Miller, Outreach Secretary 
 
 
 
 

For what moment today am I most grateful?  For what moment today am I least 

grateful? 
 

When did I give and receive the most love today?  When did I give and receive the 

least love today? 
 

When did I feel most alive today?  When did I most feel life draining out of me? 
 

When today did I have the greatest sense of belonging to myself, others, God and 

the universe?   When did I have the least sense of belonging? 
 

Sleeping with Bread by Dennis Linn, Sheila Fabricant Linn & Matthew Linn 
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Missions 
 

Midnight Run 

The team travels to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in 
several designated locations.  Donate large or extra large men’s jeans, coats, hooded 
sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and wash cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 
12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  
Monetary donations are accepted.  Contact:  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net) 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need 
people to help set up and break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 
p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short 
training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always two people hosting at a 
time.  Contacts:  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for 
food donations (908-813-3865) 
 

The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – 
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off 
Tuesday – Saturday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 
 

Coupons for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase 
much-needed items, including many that are free.  Even one coupon from a weekly flier can 
translate into hundreds of items if enough folks bring it in.  Please place your unused coupons 
in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry 
The last Saturday of every month, we take a hot meal to residents of a homeless shelter in 
Easton, PA.  We meet at Trinity’s kitchen at 3 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, 
serve dinner and eat with the residents, and then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share 
of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults participate in the trip.  Children are 
welcome to come with their parents.  Contacts:  Sarah Hergert (908-850-1458) 
 

Military Prayer & Care Ministry 
The Military Prayer and Care Ministry Team accepts names and addresses of servicemen and 
women to whom they can send care packages.  Please call to provide names and to find out 
what items are needed.  Contacts:  Harry & Lauren Mount (908-459-5493) 
 

Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal. 
Contact:  Cheryl Pami (732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org) 
 

Midnight Run Sleeping Bag Supplies 
Help My Brother’s Keeper Quilt Group make bedrolls.  Donate neckties, sheets, pillow cases, 
blankets, bedspreads, comforters, towels, draperies, tablecloths, fabric remnants and yarn.  Bag 
them with a label for LaNelle Hoffmann (lanelle2@ptd.net or 610-381-6262) and place the bag 
in the Rotunda near the Midnight Run box. 
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The View from Here 
 

At this beginning of a new year, I feel like I should be delivering an inspirational proclamation 
or, at the least, a manifesto for taking on the coming months with a full head of creative steam.  
Not going to happen.  But I came across a line from Walt Whitman:  “We must have the 
stubbornness to accept our gladness in the ruthless furnace of this world.” 
 
The ruthless furnace of this world.  Doesn’t that feel just right sometimes, or most of the time?  
Every week, there’s stories in the news about how seemingly desirable it is for some people to 
hurt and kill other people.  Natural events become defined as natural disasters when 
communities and people’s lives are destroyed.  Rage-filled citizens of the same country draw 
racial and ethnic and ideological battle lines.  Even the run-up to this year’s presidential election 
feels like a national disgrace. 
 
So, what might it mean to “accept our gladness” if we decide to venture into the new year with 
resolve?  Maybe it’s just stubbornly clinging to our best hope, not naively or in a blue-sky, 
shallow way.  Maybe it’s just determining to look for what beauty and sacredness in life we can 
find. 
 
It probably takes a good part of our lives to realize that life itself is the greatest gift, even when 
our circumstances are awful.  I was going to the mailbox the other day when I thought, “Wow, 
I’m awake in this world, looking around at the most mundane things which aren’t mundane at 
all, but wonders.  I’m walking along here, a bundle of astoundingly complex physical systems, all 
humming along animating my life.”  Gladness. 
 
Have you experienced losing track of time because you were so absorbed doing something you 
enjoyed, that you loved?  Gladness. 
 
How about that moment when knowing your faith can stand up to the doubts and the fears and 
the discouragements?  Gladness. 
 
Putting some flowers in a vase, sharing a spontaneous laugh with someone, being inspired by a 
painting, watching the sun rise, playing around with my dogs, pushing off the dock in my 
kayak — none of these things will amount to a hill of beans in the big picture of the world’s 
woes.  But they’re small gestures that bring gladness I can accept.  And things like these, along 
with my faith and gratitude become banners that I can stubbornly raise up into the face of the 
ruthless furnace of the world. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in January 
 

Chapel Ushers      Scripture Readers – 9:15 
TBD      TBD 
 

Greeters - 9:15 
Jan. 3 Kate Stiner, Barbara Walter, Alice Davis 
Jan. 10 Fran & Bill Blaskopf, Karen Riccobono 
Jan. 17 Eileen Bozzuffi 
Jan. 24 Michele Risley, Karen Riccobono 
Jan. 31 TBD 
 

Greeters - 10:45 
Jan. 3 LaNelle Hoffmann, Cindy Hunt 
Jan. 10 LaNelle Hoffmann, Ellen English 
Jan. 17 LaNelle Hoffmann, Leslie Felix-Mule, Hope Keister 
Jan. 24 LaNelle Hoffmann 
Jan. 31 TBD 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
Jan. 3 Joe Thomas, David Wahl, Pat Bristow, Donna Re, Bill Bippus, Doug Powell, Rich Bonti 
Jan. 10 Joe Thomas, Michele Risley, Cindy Newton, Dave Wahl, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Joanne Steihl, Carolyn 

Sunday 
Jan. 17 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Tedi Granke, Joanne Steihl, Bill Bippus, Carol Strowbridge, Doug Powell, Rich Bonti 
Jan. 24 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Joanne Steihl, Carolyn Sunday, Bill Bippus, Rich Bonti, Karen Riccobono, Brenda 

Sargeant 
Jan. 31 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Christina Gleason, Pat Bristow, Bill Bippus, Rich Bonti 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
Jan. 3 Carol Munro, Gary Droppa, PeggyAnn Vickers, Faydeanne Henkel, Kathryn Twaddell, Jeff Deible, Joan Roehrich, 

Rey & Bob Benanti, Bill Blaine 
Jan. 10 Carol Munro, Gary Droppa, Mary Brigode, PeggyAnn Vickers, Ivy Meyer, Faydeanne Henkel, Kathryn Twaddell, 

Jeff Deible, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine 
Jan. 17 Carol Munro, Gary Droppa, Linda & Patrick McClune, Ivy Meyer, Maureen Boer, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Nancy 

Soleau, Dan Fiedler 
Jan. 24 Carol Munro, Gary Droppa, Ivy Meyer, Maureen Boer, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Nancy Soleau, Glennora 

Broadwell, Claude Buchman, Scott Matthews, Vernon Kilkenny 
Jan. 31 Carol Munro, Gary Droppa, Mary Brigode, Ivy Meyer, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Nancy Soleau, Dan Fiedler, 

Claude Buchman, Scott Matthews 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15     Welcome Center – 10:45 
Jan. 3 Jan Wells     Jan. 3  Mike White 
Jan. 10 Pauline Churchill    Jan. 10  Mike White 
Jan. 17 Jodi DeCostanza    Jan. 17  Ellen English 
Jan. 24 Amanda Cummings    Jan. 24  Carol Gall 
Jan. 31 Edna Barrier    Jan. 31  Carol Gall 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
TBD 
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