
Trinity Tidings 

November 2015 
 

Trinity Church is a fellowship seeking to share the love and word of Jesus Christ 
with all. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All Saints’ Day 
Commitment Weekend 

Ministry Fair 
ASP Roast Beef Dinner 

UMW Craft Sale 
Veterans Recognition 

Mark McVey Singing at Trinity 
Evening of Inspiration 

Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Pastor 
 

What Really Matters 
 

A wise person once wrote that when we get to the end of our lives, we’ll look back and reflect.  
And most of us will NOT look back on all the things we accumulated, nor on the size of our 
bank account.  We won’t ponder the number of awards we received or the size of our house or 
make of car. 
 
Rather, we’ll wonder if we gave enough time to our loved ones and friends, or enough service to 
our community.  For Christians, this time of reflection will also include pondering if we did 
enough for Jesus, and if we should have done more. 
 
Now perhaps you find this somewhere between maudlin and sentimental.  But in my 
conversations with those who’ve actually been at this point of looking back at life as it nears the 
end, these are exactly the kinds of things they wonder.  I believe this happens because deep 
down we who follow Jesus know what’s really important, even if we haven’t always lived it. 
 
So I challenge you to look at your calendar and ponder how you can give more time to serving 
Christ. 
 
I challenge you to look at your abilities and ask how you can use them better to serve God’s 
people. 
 
I challenge you to look at your finances and honestly ask how you can give more back to the 
one who’s given you all in the first place. 
 
As for me, when my final days of reflection are before me I want to rest in the certainty that I did 
my best for my Lord and Savior. 
 

Blessings and peace to you and yours, 

    Frank 
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All Saints Day on November 1st 
 

We all have “saints” in our lives — those who’ve been a particular blessing to us, who’ve moved 
on into heaven.  All Saints Day is designed to help us remember them, and we’ll do just that in 
worship on November 1st.  During worship, we’ll take a moment to remember those saints in 
YOUR lives whose names you’ve submitted to be included in the worship service bulletin insert.  
And we’ll also remember those Trinity members who’ve died in 2015.  Please make a special 
effort to be present with your church family to remember all of those saints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commitment Weekend:  November 14th and 15th 
 

Dr. Frank Fowler 
 

Our In His Steps Commitment Weekend is before us, and it’s very important to the church you 
call home for you to participate in this time of decision-making.  For once you decided to follow 
Christ, then subsequent decisions on HOW you’ll follow him are a measure of your faith and 
commitment. 
 

Please mark your calendar and be in one of our four weekend worship services on the 14th or 
15th.  Commitment cards will have been mailed to all parishioners and extra cards will be in all 
worship locations.  We ask that you complete your card and bring it to worship with you.  At all 
services, worshippers will be invited to come to the altar to present their commitments of time, 
talent and treasure.  The combined affirmations of our congregation will then determine the 
nature of our 2016 ministry and mission. 
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Come to the Ministry Fair on Saturday, November 1st 
 

9 a.m. ~ 12:15 p.m. in Starr Hall 
 

As part of our In His Steps stewardship campaign, a Ministry Fair will be held on Sunday, 
November 1st in Starr Hall, 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  There, you’ll find tables with information about 
the many missions and ministry opportunities we offer. 
 

Why do we have a ministry fair?  It’s been our experience that church-goers who feel connected 
to a ministry or ministries of their choice are more likely to support the church with their time, 
talents and treasure.  And our goal is to have everyone at Trinity involved in some type of 
ministry.  In fact, the number one reason our stewardship campaigns have been so successful is 
that we stress ministry and mission, and how Trinity is a part of local, state and worldwide 
ministries. 
 

So come to worship, and then wander around the tables and displays, talk to the ministry 
representatives there and use this opportunity as a way to decide where you’d like to serve and 
participate in the coming year.  This will help you a great deal when you fill out your 
commitment card for Commitment Weekend on November 14th and 15th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual ASP Roast Beef Dinner on November 14th 
 

Saturday, 4:30 – 7 p.m. in Starr Hall 
 

Don’t miss the best roast beef dinner in north Jersey.  If you’ve been to one of our previous 
dinners, you already know what we mean.  This all-you-can-eat event is affordable family fare 
with a price to fit your budget.  Buy your tickets early:  adults only $12, children ages six – ten 
are $7, and children under six are free.  At the door, the price goes up, so get your tickets in 
advance.  This is a fantastic roast beef dinner with all the “fixins” and fresh pies for dessert. 
 

To top it all off, the proceeds all go to help Trinity’s Appalachia Service Project’s mission team 
bring your message of God’s love and hope to some families in need in Appalachia by making 
their homes warmer, safer and drier.  Next summer will mark Trinity’s 22nd consecutive ASP 
mission trip.  You can make a difference.  Support our youth by supporting ASP at Trinity. 
 
Tickets are on sale in Starr Hall or you may purchase them from any ASP volunteer or through 
the church office.  Support the Appalachia Service Project by coming to our Roast Beef Dinner 
on the 14th! 
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Saturday, November 7th:  Come to the UMW Craft Fair! 
 

Starr Hall, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Come to the craft fair and help support the ministries and missions of the United Methodist 
Women at Trinity.  There will be wonderful handcrafted items offered for sale by the many 
vendors.  All items are one of a kind.  This is a great way to do some early Christmas shopping!  
And have some lunch while you’re there! 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Recognition ~ November 8th 
 

On Sunday, November 8th in the 10:45 a.m. worship service, we’ll take a moment to recognize 
those Trinity parishioners who’ve served our country in the armed forces.  Please send the 
names of such persons to Pattie Huff (phuff@catchthespirit.org) in the church office ASAP for 
inclusion in the worship bulletin insert.  We’ll conclude the service by singing America the 
Beautiful. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Turn your clocks back on October 31st.  Be on time 

for worship on November 1st. 
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Special Guest at Worship Services on November 15th 
 

On Sunday, November 15th, we’ll welcome award-winning Broadway singer Mark McVey to our 
9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services.  Mark sang the lead role of Jean Valjean in Les Miserablés 
more than 3,000 times on the Broadway stage. 
 

A Christian, Mark will be at Trinity to bring a message in music that day, sharing his personal 
testimony of stewardship.  You won’t want to miss the incredible musical gifts that God has 
given Mark and which he’ll share with us on the 15th. 
 

Please join with your church family on Commitment Weekend 
as we shape our 2016 ministry. 

 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 

Hackettstown Regional Medical Center’s 
 

Evening of Inspiration 
 

Thursday, November 19th, 7 p.m. in Trinity’s Sanctuary 
 

Featuring the Pine Forge Academy Choir 
 

Tickets are free, but each attendee must have a ticket in order to attend.  For more information 
or to reserve tickets, please call 908-850-6836. 
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Trinity’s Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

November 26th  
 

Come join us on November 26th for our annual community-wide Thanksgiving Dinner, 
12 – 2:30 p.m. in Starr Hall.  All are invited.  Invite friends and neighbors.  It’s a time of fellowship 
and thanksgiving! 
 

It’s been so successful in the past because of all the volunteers and donators ― we’re always so 
grateful for your help with this ministry.  Please contact the church office at 908-852-3020 if you 
wish to volunteer to help set up, clean up or donate food. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas 2015 ~ Please Be an Angel 
 

Methodist Hospital Gift Collection Due December 6th 
 

The Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn needs Christmas gifts for children, age birth through 
teenage, who are less fortunate than we are.  Trinity is again sponsoring a collection and will 
deliver the gifts to the hospital in time for Christmas. 
 

Please put an Angel Gift Tag on the wrapped package and write on it the appropriate age and 
gender of the gift’s recipient.  The wrapped gifts may be placed in the decorated boxes located 
near Starr Hall, near the church school office, or they may be given to a church school teacher.  
Gifts must be brought in no later than Sunday, December 6th.  Thank you for helping to 
brighten a sick child’s Christmas! 
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The Bulletin Board 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  Nov. 2nd  
The Martha Friendship Circle will meet on Monday, November 2nd at 2 p.m. in Heath Village’s 
Grille Room.  The program will be “Memorable Moments.”  Bring a memory to share — a picture 
or object.  Let’s get acquainted.  For more information about the Circle, contact the church 
office at 908-852-3020. 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, Nov. 14th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  Dec. 6th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, December 5th, and on the 6th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find 
Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  Nov. 22nd 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  November 22nd - 28th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   November 28th  
 

Midnight Run: Saturday, Dec. 12th Breakfast Run 
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Through Tithing, Can We Both Give and Receive? 
 

As members of Trinity, we’re encouraged to consider tithing.  So what is tithing?  And why is it 
something to aspire to? 
 
A tithe is one tenth of one’s produce or earnings given for the support of the church.  In the Old 
Testament we read: 
 

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then 
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me 
in this, “ says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” 

Malachi 3:10 

 
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with 
justice. 

Psalm 11:2-5 
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What’s this mean to us today?  We measure our income in money.  And Christians today are not 
bound by Old Testament practices, but by the gospel of Christ.  St. Paul writes, “Each of you 
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). 
 
So why the emphasis on tithing?  For one thing, by tithing we support the mission and ministry 
of our congregation and other worthy endeavors.  But even more importantly, tithing supports 
ourselves.  It strengthens our spiritual lives.  It helps us focus on these truths: 
 

 God is the giver of all our abundance and the One on whom we depend.  Our generosity 
is simply returning to God a portion of what we are stewards. 

 

 God is the most important presence in our lives, not the material things of this world. 
 

 As Christians we’re grateful for what we have, and demonstrate that through our 
generosity, by which we bring blessings to others. 

 

 We need to grow in faith, and giving leads to faith even more than vice versa.  When we 
give generously, our trust grows that God will provide all we need. 

 
If you’re tithing already or increasing your giving regularly toward becoming 10% of your 
income, we hope you’ll continue — for your sake, as well as that of our congregation.  If your 
giving has not been based on a percentage of your income, we encourage you to begin this, at 
whatever level you’re comfortable. 
 
Your giving is, of course, the Harvesting and Sharing part of this year’s stewardship theme.  
But through the practice of tithing, you’re also Nurturing your faith. 
 
May we all grow in gratitude, faith and trust in God.  May we be good stewards of all that God 
has blessed us with — our time, our talents and our treasures — in service to God.  May we 
demonstrate by our giving Who it is that is most important in our lives. 
 

The In HIS Steps Ministry Team 
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New “Angel Tree” Prison Ministry 
 

Trinity has become an “Angel Tree” church as part of our new prison ministry!  We’re looking for 
some people to be the hands and feet of Jesus by helping to reconnect children to their parent 
in prison, and begin healing of the family by purchasing a gift from the inmate parent. 
The $15 - $25 gift ideas will be provided.  To do this, we’re looking for people who are willing to 
do one or more of the following: 
 

 Contact families. 
 Buy gifts. 
 Wrap gifts. 
 Prepare tracking cards. 
 Deliver gifts and share the gospel with pre-printed material.  This can be done in several 

ways:  by home delivery, a Christmas party, or by mail if undeliverable any other way. 
 

This Christmas, won’t you open your heart to hurting children and help Trinity to bring the love 
of Jesus to them.  For more information, contact Liz Falco at 908-813-3321 or 
thefalcos@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Want to Join the Trinity Ski Club? 
 

It’s the time of year to think about having some winter fun with your church friends.  Join the 
Trinity Ski Club.  Ski club nights at Camelback are: 
 

January 9th, 2016 January 23rd January 30th February 6th February 27th  
 
If you’re interested in joining or would like more information, please contact Linda McClune at 
908-637-8705, 201-230-5231 or lmcclune@gmail.com.  I’ll give you passwords that will enable 
you to enroll online.  Reasonable season passes are available through the club.  All are welcome.  
You must sign up by Friday, November 16th.  No exceptions. 
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UMM Matters 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, peace be with you!  It was wonderful to see you all on Rally 
Day!  It was the Methodist Men’s honor to cook for you.  We’re here to be involved and get 
things done.  That’s what we do!  Hopefully, we’ll see more men AND women at our next 
monthly meeting on November 14th.  You have to come for breakfast!  I promise you it’s better 
than any diner or restaurant you can go to.  And, you’ll never have more people happy to see 
you. 
 

UMM is continuing its quest to be a major presence at Trinity — physically and spiritually.  I’ve 
had some people talk to me with ideas of where UMM should be and that’s great.  Bring me 
your ideas or thoughts.  The more the merrier.  My email is anthony.albanese@usps.gov, and my 
cell is 201-230-9173.  Leave a message and your number.  I’ll get back to you.  We want to be 
involved, we want things to do, and we want more men to join us.  Peace, joy and love, and see 
you in service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASP Summer 2016 Mission Trip Taking Applications 
 

We got what you need!  Maybe you’ve been feeling extra blessed lately.  Maybe dropping your 
weekly pledge in the offering plate isn’t enough anymore.  Maybe you’ve been trying to figure 
out a way to give something more of you back to God.  Maybe ASP is what you’re looking for. 
 

Your Trinity Appalachia Service Project team is accepting signups now for its summer of 2016 
mission trip to Appalachia.  The dates of the trip are July 9th – July 17th.  There are a limited 
number of spots and it’s first come, first served, so don’t delay.  Sign up early.  All those 
interested in participating should contact Rob Waskis at 973-294-1700 to receive further 
information and to reserve your place.  Adult and Youth Applications are also available at the 
church office and on the church website (www.catchthespirit.org) on the Missions Central page. 
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Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

Prison Ministry has hit the ground running at Trinity!  We’re well into giving a 10-week course 
inside Northern State Prison in Newark.  It’s truly a humbling experience as we do God’s work 
helping inmates prepare for a Christian life outside of prison.  But we need help.  We need 
volunteers not only for in-prison activities, but for outside also.  Angel Tree, which gives 
presents to children of incarcerated people in their names needs help.  We need administrative 
and networking support.  Mentors are needed for prisoners who’ll be released in the near future.  
And when someone is released, he or she needs assistance also.  They need help finding 
housing, a job, a church, basic things needed to stay out of prison.  Prison Ministry is 
demonstrating the gospel to others through our own mission services, and bringing the gospel 
into the lives of those who need its message of love, grace and hope.  If you’re interested, our 
email is prisonmintumc@gmail.com.  The Prison Ministry leaders are Peter Smith (chair), Tony 
Albanese (co-chair), Liz Falco (Angel Tree), Lenora Miko (Transition) and Sharon Huff (Re-Entry). 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

 Nancy Harte on the death of her father 
 Doris Fisher on the death of her sister, Joan Clemens 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Dear Trinity Family and Friends, 
Words cannot adequately express my gratitude for all the love and concern, never-ending 
prayers, the encouraging words and cards received during the recent illness and passing of my 
husband, Bob Bernard.  Thank you for holding us in your hearts and prayers. 

Love and blessings, Sue Bernard 
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Trinity’s Small Groups in November 
 
All are welcome to participate in small groups at Trinity Church!  The newest offerings, which 
begin in November, are listed here in full with the subsequent, ongoing and online ones listed 
without their full descriptions.  Notice the Spirituality Type logos (Head, Heart, Soul, Hands and 
Feet) which appear next to groups or sections.  See The Trinity Discipleship Path booklet for 
more information about spirituality type and how to become more intentional about your 
discipleship path through our ministries at Trinity. 
 
 

Hiking God's Creation 
 

Leaders: John & Jenny Forestiere 

(jlf1017@gmail.com; 908-328-9215) 
 

Date: Meet at Trinity at 1 p.m.  Hike is about 2½ hours once we hit the trail, not 

including driving time. 

Sunday, November 8 – Jenny Jump State Forest (tentative) 
 

Our goal is to find new paths by which to further our spiritual journeys as we explore trails and 
step away to connect to God through his creation.  Part way through each hike, we’ll take a 
break for a group devotion and personal prayer and reflection in the midst of his creation. 
 
 

Fall Day Apart 
 

Leader: Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 
Date:  November 7, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Duration: 1 session 
Location: Quellen Spiritual Center, Mendham, N.J. 
Cost:  $35 (Assistance is available, if needed.) 
 

Join us at the Quellen Spiritual Center in Mendham to create some space for quiet reflection and 
prayer.  We’ll have the opportunity to walk the labyrinth, engage in spiritual disciplines and have 
some quiet time alone.  We’ll also have the opportunity to experience a time of Spiritual 
Direction. We’ll provide guidance for the day, and lunch and refreshments are included.  Further 
details and directions will be provided after signup.  If you can only come for part of the day, 
you’re welcome. 
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Covenant Discipleship Group 
 

Leader:   Rev. Deb De Vos 
Duration:   Ongoing, weekly 
Location:   Room 104 
 

Covenant Discipleship groups consist of up to seven persons who meet together for one hour 
each week to hold themselves mutually accountable for their discipleship.  They’re guided by 
the covenant they write, shaped by the General Rule of Discipleship, which says “To witness to 
Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, 
worship and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”  We’re looking for six people who 
desire to grow in loving God with all their heart, mind and strength and love their neighbors as 
themselves.  These six individuals must be ready to be accountable and committed to meeting 
weekly for an hour with the other members of the Covenant Discipleship group.  Leadership 
may be shared if the group so decides.  The hope is that members of this pilot CDG will then 
branch off and form new CDGs in order to multiply disciples. 
 
 

Spiritual Direction 
 

Leader:  Pat Riegler (908-303-2067; pat.louriegler@gmail.com) 
Duration:  Varies, determined by you and Pat 
Cost:   Varies, determined by you and Pat 
 

Take the opportunity to meet with a Spiritual Director!  Spiritual direction is spiritual 
companioning — the spiritual director attends to the presence of God with another person who 
desires a companionship with God.  We seek for God at the center of all life experiences 
through various spiritual disciplines.  If you’re feeling a nudge to go deeper with God, in prayer, 
in your spiritual life, spiritual direction is a great way to go.  Pat Riegler received her training at 
Oasis Ministries in Camp Hill, PA, and is a Certified Spiritual Director.  Feel free to contact Pat to 
discuss how a personal spiritual director can enrich your relationship with God, as well as help 
you navigate your spiritual journey. 
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Discipleship Coaching 
 

Leader: Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org; 
908-852-3020) 

Duration:  Varies, determined by you and Pastor Jenny 
 

Do you feel stuck in some aspect of your life?  Do you have goals that you just can’t seem to 
accomplish?  Do you have a desire to discover more of your God-given gifts, to live more deeply 
into the person God created you to be?  Do you long for a deeper relationship with God and 
others?  Coaching begins from a place of believing that all people are creative, resourceful and 
whole.  Coaches come alongside you, ask focused questions and help you find answers from 
deep within.  Pastor Jenny is being trained as a coach, and would love to come alongside you!  
There is no cost to you for this service, though she has limited appointments available.  Contact 
Pastor Jenny to learn more and discuss how this process might be enlivening for you on your 
journey through life and more deeply into discipleship. 
 
 

Savor Suppers:  Food and Conversation for Women 
 

Leaders: Various women from Trinity, coordinated by Pastor Jenny 
Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 

Duration:   1 or 2 meals per month, each an independent event 
Location:  Homes of Trinity women 
Dates:   Wednesday, November 11, 7 p.m. 
   Friday, December 4, 5 p.m. 
   Friday, January 8, 7 p.m. 
   Friday, January 8, 7 p.m. 
   Monday, February 22, 6:30 p.m. 
   Friday, March 4, 7 p.m. 
   Friday, April 22, 7 p.m. 
   Monday, May 2, 7 p.m. 
 

We hear frequently of the desire of women at Trinity to connect in faith, yet we also hear from 
so many that it’s difficult to join a small group, even for a few weeks.  Savor Gatherings will 
make this possible for many!  It will bring together small group gatherings of women, just a few 
at a time, with no commitment beyond the one-time event.  Once or twice a month, a different 
woman from the congregation will host a simple meal at her home for five other women.  As 
you gather for literal bread, we hope you’ll also experience spiritual bread.  As you savor the 
meal, we hope you’ll also savor the experience of God, grace and faithful conversation. 
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Walk to Emmaus 
 

Leader:  Skylands Walk to Emmaus, www.swte.org 
(Contact Rev. Deb De Vos deb918@gmail.com.) 

Women’s Walk #4: November 12 - 15 
Men’s Walk #4: November 5 - 8 
 

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal ministry intended to strengthen the local church 
through the development of Christian disciples and leaders.  The program's approach seriously 
considers the model of Christ's servanthood and encourages Christ's disciples to act in ways 
appropriate to being "a servant of all."  The Walk to Emmaus is truly a transformative experience 
that will help you grow in your faith and strengthen your commitment to living your life as a 
Disciple of Christ.  Sponsors for the walks are needed.  A sponsor must be a prior pilgrim of the 
Walk to Emmaus.  Contact Rev. Deb De Vos for help finding a sponsor. 
 
 

Not a Silent Night 
 

Leader:  Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org; 
908-852-3020) 

Start Date:  Wednesday, November 11, noon – 1 p.m. 
Duration:  5 sessions (No meeting on November 25.) 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 400 
Cost:   $12 for purchase of course material (Assistance is available, if 

needed.) 
 

Imagine Jesus from Mary’s point of view — proud of her son, in awe of his gifts and mission, 
guided by love for him as a person, and so much more.  In this study, Adam Hamilton begins at 
the end, with Mary at the crucifixion and resurrection; travels back in time as she witnesses his 
life and ministry; and ends at the beginning with the Christ child born in a stable, Mary’s 
beautiful baby. 
 
 

Online Offerings Described in the Small Group Brochure 
 

 The Three Colors of Your Spirituality 
 Living into the Answers 
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The Hyperlinked Life:  A Theology of Information in the Screen Age 
 

Leaders:  Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 
Date:   Sunday, November 15, 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Duration:  1 session 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 400 
 

We live in an age of accelerated information and information overload.  The rate at which we 
receive information and the way we receive it has changed dramatically:  from newspapers and 
radio and a few nightly news programs to constant news online.  And when we try to stop 
consuming the vast amounts of information coming at us, we wrestle against a paranoia of 
missing important information or being out of the loop.  We’re making our lives available to the 
world through Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.  But while we have more “friends” than ever, we 
feel that we’re lacking real connections.  Our devices can either help relationships grow or get in 
the way of honest relationships.  We need to become better stewards of technology and 
information, regularly taking rests and a Sabbath from them.  It’s time to become “factivists,” 
using data and knowledge with effectiveness and purpose. 
 
 

Ongoing Hands and Feet Groups 
 

Trinity Garden   God in Many Faces/God through Many Lenses 
 

Ongoing Soul Groups 
 

Soul of Creativity  Centering Prayer  A Time for Prayer 
Prayer 101 
 

Ongoing Heart Groups 
 

Sister Share   Junior Prayer Shawl  Stamping Angels 
Thursday Game Day  Fitness Club   Sprouts 
6th and 7th Graders  High School Boys  G.I.R.L.S. 
United Methodist Men Highest Praise   Prayer Shawl 
Community Dinners 
 

Ongoing Head Groups 
 

Estudio de la Biblia  Adult Bible Study  Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible Study High School Bible Study Wiseman’s Journey 
Heath Village Bible Study Heritage House Bible Study 
English as a Second Language/Spanish as a Second Language 
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November  
 

Hello Middle School Folks: 
 

We hope you can join us for one, two or all the events we have planned for November!  
Remember that you’re always welcome to invite a friend to come join the fun! 
 
November 5th  With no school the next day due to the N.J. Teachers’ Convention, 

we’ll have MOVIE NIGHT!  We’ll provide the popcorn and drinks.  Can you 
bring a dessert to share? 
7 – 9 p.m. 

 
November 7th Bread of Life Mission Experience in Newton.  We’ll meet at Trinity at 

9:30 a.m. and return by 2 p.m.  An email has been sent about how you can 
donate on www.signupgenius.com.  Please bring something to share with 
the homeless in our area. 

 
November 12th Regular meeting, 7 – 8:30 p.m.  Topic of the night:  “Tackling Our Fears.”  

Meeting in our room with pizza on us! 
 
November 13th The ZONE is back!  This fun community event held at Trinity is for 7th and 

8th graders.  More details to come! 
 
November 19th Regular meeting, 7 – 8:30 p.m., but we’re taking it on the road!  We’ll 

head to Miss Kristi’s house at 221 Canal Way in Hackettstown.  We’ll make 
cards for folks on the prayer list and thank those who haven’t been 
thanked in our lives! 

 
November 26th Happy Thanksgiving!  We won’t be meeting, but we hope each of you has 

a blessed Thanksgiving. 
 
If you have any questions, please email, text or call Laura Iacampo at lvbiacampo@comcast.net 
or 201-787-6842. 
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You’re “Wool-Come” to Trinity’s Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group 
 

Are you 8 years old or older? 
Do you knit and/or crochet? 

Would you like to learn how to knit and/or crochet? 
Beginners and those who are more experienced are welcome at this small 

group every 2nd Wednesday of the month in Room 104 from 
4:30-5:30 p.m.  November’s meeting is on Wednesday, November 11th.  For 

additional information, contact Ginny Thorp (908-852-3020, ext. 17 or 
gthorp@catchthespirit.org). 

 
 
 

Commitment Sunday 
On Sunday, November 15th, COMMITMENT SUNDAY, all church school students (three years old 
through the 5th grade) will take time during the church school hour to observe Commitment 
Sunday in the KidZone by offering and committing their prayers, presence, gifts and service to 
God. 
 

6th – 12th grade church school classes will attend the 9:15 a.m. worship service in the Sanctuary 
on Commitment Sunday, where they’ll participate and hear former Les Miserablés Broadway 
performer, Mark McVey.  Students should meet their church school teachers in the Rotunda 
prior to the service. 
 

Parents, please discuss with your child(ren) the age-appropriate commitment cards that you 
receive in the mail.  Your child(ren) should bring his/her commitment card with him/her to 
church on Sunday, November 15th. 
 
 

Church School Worship 
On Sunday, November 22nd, church school students, three years old through the 5th grade, will 
attend the monthly Church School Worship in the KidZone during the 9:15 a.m. church school 
hour.  This month, Church School Worship will be led by some of our high school students.  All 
students should report to their classrooms.  Teachers will take their classes to the KidZone for the 
30-minute worship time.  Dismissal will be as usual from your child’s classroom. 
 
 

Christmas Pageant 
Reserve the date for this year’s Christmas Pageant!  This traditional presentation of the 
Christmas story by our church school students will take place during the 9:15 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, December 13th. 
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5th Sunday Children’s Sabbath 
November 29th is the fifth Sunday of the month and that means it’s time again for the 5th 
Sunday Children's Sabbath at the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  During this service, children are 
invited to actively participate in serving the Lord, learning responsibilities from adults in the 
same positions of service.  If your child is in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th grade and is interested in being 
an usher, greeter, scripture reader or musician during the worship service, contact Ginny Thorp 
at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 

Church School’s November and December Missions 
Each month, Trinity’s church school focuses on a mission that all students, two years old 
through the 12th grade can help support.  This month, we actually have several mission projects 
in which students can participate: 
 

The Lord’s Pantry 
Continuing Trinity’s church-wide request for canned and shelf goods in early November, we’re 
inviting church school students to also bring in canned and shelf good items throughout 
November for Trinity’s Lord’s Pantry. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner Placemats 
For the first four Sundays in November, students will have the opportunity to make/decorate 
placemats for the annual Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner that Trinity’s mission team holds 
for all who’d like to attend. 
 

Peru – Lip Balm 
As we head into the winter season and begin to prepare for it by purchasing cold weather items, 
help children in Peru by buying an extra lip balm (or two).  Trinity’s Peru Mission Team will take 
the lip balm with them when they travel to Peru in 2016.  
 

We invite your whole family to participate in the monthly church school missions.  It’s a great 
way to let your children learn and understand that whatever our age, God asks us to continually 
reach out to others in love. 
 
 

Sprouts News for 4th and 5th Graders 
There’s NO meeting on Thursday, November 12th.  Instead of our usual Thursday meeting, 
Sprouts (and their families) will be having MOVIE NIGHT at the Clearview Cinema in Mansfield 
on Friday, November 13th.  We’re going to see The Peanuts Movie.  For more details, please 
contact Ginny Thorp. 
 

The Sprouts meeting on Thursday, November 19th will be at the KidZone, 6:30 – 8 p.m.  At this 
meeting, we’ll focus on the upcoming season of Advent. 
 

If you have any Sprouts questions or need more information, contact Ginny Thorp at 
908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
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Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23 

High School Bible Study 
 

7:30 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Nov. 4, 11, 18 

G.I.R.L.S. (Grades 9 – 12) 
 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Nov. 11, 25 

High School Boys’ Group 
 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday & 
Friday 
Nov. 4, 6, 11, 13, 
18, 20, 27 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Nov. 11 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

Wednesday 
Nov. 4, 18 

Highest Praise (Grades 1 – 8) 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Trinity House 

Thursday 
Nov. 19 

Sprouts (4th & 5th grades) 
(Movie night on Friday, Nov. 13.  See page 21 for details.) 

6:30 – 8 p.m. 
KidZone 

 
Nov. 20 – 23  DC Encounter Mission Trip   Drop off 7 a.m. 
   7th and 8th graders    Pick up 6 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministry Look-Ahead 
 

Dec. 6  6th grade Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
Dec. 10  Sprouts Christmas Party 
Dec. 12  Mocktail Christmas Party (6th – 12th grades) 
Dec. 13  Christmas Pageant 
Dec. 20  Christmas Caroling 
Jan. 2  Bread of Life Mission 
 
Have questions about Family Ministry groups and events?  Feel free to contact any of these 
people: 
 

Pastor Don Gebhard (Associate Pastor) 908-852-3020, ext. 19 
Ginny Thorp (Children’s Ministry/Sprouts) 908-894-0173 (talk/text) 
Laura Iacampo (Middle School) 201-787-6842 (talk/text) 
Cheryl Pami (High School) 732-735-0916 (talk/text) 
Rachel Savokinas (Administrative Assistant) 973-713-2831 (talk/text) 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

The Lord’s Pantry needs your help!  We will again be distributing Thanksgiving food baskets to 
people in need in our community.  Each basket includes a turkey and all of the fixings needed to 
cook a holiday meal and dessert.  We anticipate that at least 450 families will be requesting a 
holiday basket. 
 

This year, it’s going to be very difficult for us to collect enough turkeys to meet our need.  We’re 
asking our Trinity community to consider donating a grocery store gift card so our shoppers can 
purchase one.  We truly appreciate any turkeys that our congregation can provide to help 
people in need. 
 

Donations of turkeys, gift cards and any other food items may be dropped off at the Pantry on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon.  Donations can also be dropped 
off in the church office when it’s open and during the congregational food drive before each 
worship service on November 1st. 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity during our busiest time of the year, and thanks for 
making the holidays a little brighter for needy families.  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

In September, we served 1,390 people (484 families – 49 new):  471 children, 800 adults, 
119 seniors. 

 
 
 
 

Your time.  Your skills and abilities.  Your presence at Trinity.  

Your treasure.  All of it matters.  What are you willing to give? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider including Trinity in your will, and help the church find ways to do more good 
things.  These bequests are the source of funding for our campus building repairs and 

renovation, and in that way are critical for Trinity’s future.  Please talk to Dr. Frank Fowler or your 
lawyer for information. 
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Looking Ahead 
 

 

Trinity’s Sanctuary 
 

6:30 P.M. Arrival and 7 P.M. Candle Lighting 
 

This event is open to the public and all beliefs.  Bring pictures and remembrances.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  For more information, call the church office at 

908-852-3020 or Mike and JoAnn Heembrock at 908-876-4462. 
For details about The Compassionate Friends go to www.compassionatefriends.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

New Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata 
 

December 13th at the 10:45 Worship Service 
 

“Canticle of Joy” 
 

The Christmas story in song. 
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The Great Halloween Candy Tithe 
 

Does that pile of Halloween candy always look like a huge 
pile?  Once again this year, Trinity is offering your family a 
productive, educational and spiritual way to handle that pile 
of candy.  How does Trinity’s Great Halloween Candy Tithe 
work?  Read on! 
 

This year, on the weekend following Halloween, Saturday, 
November 7th and Sunday, November 8th, we’re asking kids 
to bring to church a tithe of their Halloween candy. 
 

The Great Halloween Candy Tithe is a great way to get 
families talking about stewardship and in particular, this 

year’s stewardship message of Plant, Nurture, Harvest, Share, and for parents to teach their 
children about tithing.  Here’s how to implement The Great Halloween Candy Tithe: 
 

 After your child comes in from making the rounds on Halloween and has created a pile 
of candy on your dining room table, it’s the perfect time to talk with him or her about 
tithing, about how God asks us to give him the first 10% of what we’re given. 

 

 Discuss how God has made everything and how everything that we have has been given 
to us by God.  Because God has given us so much, we want to give back to him.  By 
giving back to God, we’re showing God that we love him and are thankful for what he’s 
given us. 

 

 Because we want to give to God our best, we give to God first.  Have your child count 
his/her Halloween candy and put the first piece of every ten pieces aside for God.  When 
your child gives God the first piece of candy of every ten pieces, this is an excellent 
example of Trinity’s 2015 stewardship theme:  Plant, Nurture, Harvest, Share. 

 

 All of the candy collected in The Great Halloween Candy Tithe and brought to one of the 
services on Saturday, November 7th or Sunday, November 8th will go to The Lord’s Pantry 
where the sweet treats will be shared with other families.  Consequently, parents can also 
use this opportunity to affirm with their children the act of caring for others, the joy of 
giving and even the more intense joy of giving sacrificially.  (If you really like M&Ms, it’s 
hard to give them up!) 

 

If you have questions about The Great Halloween Candy Tithe, please contact Ginny Thorp, 
Director of Children’s Ministry at gthorp@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020, ext. 17. 
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The View from Here 
 

When I told a friend several weeks ago that my beloved dog of almost 16 years had died, she 
asked me if I was going to write about it in my column.  I told her no, I wasn’t.  After a time, I 
began to rethink my decision.  I reconsidered, not to talk about the death of my companion, 
because that’s too raw and personal, but about how the pain of loss can come because you’ve 
not held back your love in life.  You’ve gone full tilt into embracing the gift of relationship and 
the joy of sharing life with another.  And although it was a relationship with an animal that 
caught me up in this train of thought, it was easy to open my mind to a deeper idea. 
 
Christ gives us the model of a circle of Christian experience.  It’s really a mandate for response 
and action, a plan that’s non-negotiable.  It’s a simple process.  We encounter someone who 
needs our help and it may be help that’s within our power to give.  Someone who needs our 
ears to listen, our voice to speak on their behalf, who could use someone to walk beside him or 
her.  We step into the circle, into the eye of the storm sometimes because Christ requires us to 
do so and because we need to as much for ourselves as for the ones we extend a hand to. 
 
Then the person in need must accept the help, must release him- or herself into the moment of 
vulnerability.  And then we embrace and the circle comes round to its beginning, complete. 
 
More than several times, after I’ve come forward to help, the person in need says, “I couldn’t ask 
you to do that.”  That usually means, “Yes, please, I want your help, but I’m afraid I can’t tell you 
that.  But I really wish I could.” 
 
I then explain the circle.  I tell them I can’t fulfill what Christ asks of me if they don’t accept.  And 
that means my circle is broken.  But if they allow me to do something, then I can accomplish my 
ministry and my circle becomes whole.  I tell them I need them as much as they might need 
what I can give.  And by allowing me to help, their circle is completed also because they’ve 
helped me and made a space for grace and blessing to breathe life into both of us.  When it’s 
clear we’ve entered into a partnership, I’ve never had anyone refuse help because they now have 
a ministry and purpose too, and we’re both empowered. 
 
The circle is an ancient symbol that holds power and completion and the strength of the cycle 
of renewal.  And maybe this reminder was my Emma’s last gift to me as she left the life we 
shared. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in November 
 

Chapel Ushers      Scripture Readers – 9:15 
Nov. 1  Pattie & Dennis Huff   Nov. 1  Jodie Decostanza 
Nov. 8  Glenn & Cindy Reynolds   Nov. 8  Debbie Peirson 
Nov. 15  Darryl & Debbie Tuxhorn   Nov. 15  Neil Decostanza 
Nov. 22  Bonnie Palma & Betty Cyphers  Nov. 22  Kari Anzel 
Nov. 29  Linda Feula & Sally Hahnes   Nov. 29  Children’s Sabbath 
 

Greeters - 9:15 
Nov. 1  Marie James, Pat Bristow 
Nov. 8  Carolyn Sunday, Marie James, Joyce Meyer 
Nov. 15  Michele Risley, Alice Davis 
Nov. 22  Carolyn Sunday 
Nov. 29  TBD 
 

Greeters - 10:45 
Nov. 1  LaNelle Hoffmann, Fred Bormann 
Nov. 8  Barry Widenor, LaNelle Hoffmann 
Nov. 15  Jean & Jay Halsey, LaNelle Hoffmann 
Nov. 22  Liz & Bob Falco, Alexis Thorton, LaNelle Hoffmann 
Nov. 29  TBD 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
Nov. 1 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Lou Ann Harris, Audrey Wolf, Susan & Tim Roberts, Michele Risley, Alyson 

Reynolds 
Nov. 8 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Lou Ann Harris, Lorraine & Chris Edwards, Michele Risley, Carol 

Strowbridge, Sharon Roff 
Nov. 15 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Audrey Wolf, Susan & Tim Roberts, Evie & Justin Dorman, Sharon Roff 
Nov. 22 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Audrey Wolf, Leslie Wexler, Doug Powell, Sharon Roff, Marie Cenephat, 

Brenda Sargeant 
Nov. 29 Joe Thomas, Dave Wahl, Doug Powell, Sharon Roff, Rich Bonti, Tara Thives, Karen Riccobono, Pat 

Bristow 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
Nov. 1 Carol Munro, Nancy Soleau, Toni Chadwick, Dan Fiedler, Joan Crouse, Roger Hammond, Pat Mullen, 

Scott Matthews, Jeff Deible, Sr., Rey & Bob Benanti 
Nov. 8 Carol Munro, Maureen Boer, Toni Chadwick, Joan Crouse, Roger Hammond, Pat Mullen, Scott 

Matthews, Claude Buchman, Glennora Broadwell, Kathryn Twaddell 
Nov. 15 Carol Munro, Nancy Dean, Caleb Dean, Nancy Soleau, Mary Brigode, Toni Chadwick, Dan Fiedler, 

Joan Crouse, Roger Hammond, Pat Mullen 
Nov. 22 Carol Munro, Toni Chadwick, Roger Hammond, Pat Mullen, Scott Matthews, Claude Buchman, Jeff 

Deible, Sr., Joan Roehrich, Kathryn Twaddell, Gary Droppa 
Nov. 29 Carol Munro, Nancy Soleau, Linda & Patrick McClune, Toni Chadwick, Dan Fiedler, Pat Mullen, Scott 

Matthews, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond 
 

Welcome Center – 9:15    Welcome Center – 10:45 
Nov. 1  Lou Ann Harris    Nov. 1  Mike White 
Nov. 8  Kay Tillson    Nov. 8  Mike White 
Nov. 15  Jackie Gebhard    Nov. 15  Glennora Broadwell 
Nov. 22  Mimi Gulick    Nov. 22  Margaret Woods 
Nov. 29  Dottie Stearns    Nov. 29  Dottie Stearns 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
Nov. 1  Peter Smith  Janice Paulussen  Ruben Espada 
Nov. 8  Joe Racz   Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
Nov. 15  Keith Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  TBD 
Nov. 22  Tom Mooney  Janice Paulussen  Don Harris 
Nov. 29  Peter Smith  Steve Blazier  TBD 
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