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Trinity Church is a fellowship seeking to share the love and word of Jesus Christ 
with all. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trunk or Treat Halloween Event 
 

October Small Groups 
 

Annual Congregational Food Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Pastor 
 

I’m Still Here 
 

Many years ago in an elementary school, a boy misbehaved too much and was suspended from 
class for a week.  He lived near the school and on the second day of his suspension, he went to 
the lawn outside his classroom and began gently tossing pebbles at the window behind which 
his school mates were in class. 
 
Word got around to the principle who went outdoors and approached the boy still standing 
there.  “Why are you tossing pebbles at your classroom window?” he asked.  The boy replied, “I 
want everyone to know I’m still here.” 
 
There’s a part of each of us that wants others to know that we’re still here.  For many are lonely 
and feel forgotten, even in marriages and families. 
 
So this is a reminder to pay attention to the people around you: your family, friends and 
neighbors.  God put us on this good earth to live together in fellowship.  That’s why loneliness 
feels so bad. 
 
Reach out.  Connect.  Engage.  And be sure to include all around you in what the great hymn 
refers to as the “one great fellowship of love.” 
 

Blessings and peace, 

    Frank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October is Stewardship Month.  Be sure to watch for the many 

ways we’ll be celebrating the opportuniies we have to be good 

stewards of our time, talents and treasure. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 
 

Martha Friendship Circle:  Oct. 5th 
The Martha Friendship Circle will meet on Monday, October 5th at 2 p.m. in Heath Village’s Grille 
for a program and fellowship.  For more information about the Circle, contact the church office 
at 908-852-3020. 
 
 

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, Oct. 10th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 
 
 

New Members Reception:  October 18th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, October 17th, and on the 18th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find 
Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more 
information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or 
indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 
 
 

Baptism:  Nov. 22nd 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our 
website. 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network:  November 22nd - 28th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, Oct. 31st 
 

Midnight Run: Oct. 9th 
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Really.  This Is an Article about Pledging. 
 

Take a minute to think of all the time and energy invested in God’s work by our Trinity Family.  If 
they’re not headed to Haiti or Peru, they’re going to Appalachia or New York City, or D.C. or 
Philly, meeting God’s people where their needs are.  And, have you ever thought about what it 
takes to run church school, or VBS?  Well, imagine running a small school district or a Broadway 
show!  But we have volunteers willing to do these things because they’ve seen the pathway they 
create for God’s grace to enter others’ lives. 
 
Think you’ve never been to Haiti?  Think again.  Your financial commitment to Trinity makes that 
and every other mission possible.  What you give keeps the lights on and the floors swept and 
the choirs singing.  Many people, many hours and wellsprings of care and commitment go into 
all of Trinity’s missions. 
 
The fact that you help financially is integrally connected to what’s accomplished.  It’s not like the 
old joke where Father Smith gives the parish his annual budget report:  “Five thousand dollars 
for candles.  And five thousand dollars for matches.” 
 
Here’s the thing.  Trinity is a large church and takes its fiscal responsibility very seriously.  The 
people who handle the church’s finances take their accountability very seriously.  They would 
not sign off on a new mission without a strong sense of where the financing was coming from. 
 
Your pledge is important!  Your pledge at the beginning of the campaign is also the beginning 
of every mission trip, every Christian education class, every new venture Trinity’s members and 
leaders hear a call to pursue.  Your pledge sets the benchmark.  It says, “Yes, we can set off 
down this path, in faith, not absolutely sure what happens next, but knowing we’ve taken all the 
responsible steps a good steward should.” 
 
        Continued…. 
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There’s another reason your pledge is important.  It helps you grow in your own spiritual life of 
Christian stewardship!  Remember our theme:  Plant – Nurture – Harvest – Share.  Pledging is 
an opportunity to plant and nourish our intentions to use what God has blessed us with and 
entrusted to us to do God’s will.  And then, as we carry out our pledges, we harvest and share 
our gifts in service to God our master, whom we follow as stewards of the good gifts we’ve been 
given. 
 
Do things change?  Is it possible someone will need to revise a pledge downward, while 
someone else will share a windfall?  Of course.  But that’s no reason to hesitate.  Stewardship is 
everything we do after we say, “Yes, Lord, I believe.”  Your pledge is a serious and vital part of 
your church membership.  Please, prayerfully consider how you’re being called to make your 
financial commitment to your church home. 
 

The In HIS Steps Ministry Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have to be willing to banish all judgment and love each other in order to 

heal well.  We need to be surrounded by people who will encourage us, help 

find salve for our wounds, and climb out on a limb with us. 
Becca Stevens 
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2nd Annual Community 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 29th, 6 – 8 p.m. 

In Trinity’s Parking Lot 
 

*Candy * Games * Free Dinner * DJ * 

* Halloween Parade * Face Painting * Prizes * 
 
For? 
Families with your children!  Enjoy a safe family fun night together – snacks and pizza will be 
included!  Come dressed in your Halloween costumes. 
 
Cost? 
Just a $5 donation per family, paid that night.  All donations go to our Lord’s Pantry to assist our 
local community needs during the holidays. 
 
What is Trunk or Treat? 
It’s a safe and fun environment for our children and their families. Trinity Church, Willow Grove 
and Hatchery Hill Elementary Schools, Hackettstown High School and Centenary College are 
partnering to provide our community a safe and fun Halloween Family Fun Night!  Kids can trick 
or treat from trunk to trunk in a lineup of vehicles parked in the church’s parking. Music, food 
and lots of family fun! 
 
Interested? 
In decorating your vehicle (not required to participate) and passing out goodies?  Great!  Make 
sure to bring enough peanut-free treats, too.  First, fill out the form below.  Next, pick out a 
theme and decorate your trunk/tailgate and purchase some treats to give away.  Finally, arrival 
for decorated cars is from 5 p.m. – 6 p.m.  Cars will not be allowed to enter after 6 p.m. or leave 
before 8 p.m. 
 

 

Community Trunk or Treat Vehicle Form 

Family Name:______________________________Email:____________________________ 
Phone:_________________________How Many Adults?________Children?________ 
 
 
 

6 



United Methodist Women 
 

Edna Barrier 
 

United Methodist Women thank those who’ve helped make a successful Bakeless Bake Sale this 
past summer.  We have $720 with which we can help women and children in need.  You may 
remember hearing about the Neighborhood Center in Camden, N.J., where we help children and 
youth with after-school programs. 
 
Well, there are Neighborhood Centers in many states, each being a place of safety and learning 
for persons of all ages.  Utica, New York; Dulac, Louisiana; Mobile, Alabama; St. Louis, Missouri; 
Roxbury, Massachusetts; Wilmington, Delaware.  The list goes on and on.  Almost every state has 
a center that our foremothers founded.  Each does important, life-saving work in its community.  
So we continue to do our best to help. 
 
So thanks to all the Bakeless Bakers.  If three or four more folks want to send $20 or $25 and 
bring the total to $800, we really wouldn’t mind receiving those checks.  It’s never too late to 
offer God’s love and hope.  Leave it in the UMW box in the church office or mail to:  Edna 
Barrier, 19 Old Wolfe Road, Budd Lake, NJ 07828. 
 
 
 
 

UMM Matters 
 

Tony Albanese 
 

When I first remarried and then joined Trinity, my wife and kids would tease me that I had no 
friends.  Now after a few years in Trinity, they tease me because I have so many friends!  And 
that’s from getting involved.  There are so many things at Trinity to do!  Come to a UM Men’s 
Breakfast.  Join a small group.  Get on a committee.  Do some mission work.  You won’t be able 
to stop making friends!  Trinity and UMM are all about fellowship, which, in turn, leads to 
friendship.  Hebrews 19:23-25 says, “God created the church to be a fellowship that comes 
together weekly.”  You have friends here at Trinity.  Come join us!  See you in service. 
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Thrift Shop News 
 

Maureen Storey 
 

It was a busy month of September for Trinity Thrift.  Lots of folks back from trips around the 
world, the U.S. and New Jersey.  Glad that mostly everyone has returned!  All kinds of new 
people from new programs are joining in Thrift Shop fun.  How about you? 
 
We’re fully engaged in the autumn season and October brings us into not only those lovely 
autumn hues, but the fun of Halloween and looking forward to Thanksgiving gatherings.  And 
we have much to be thankful for. 
 
One of the things we’re thankful for is our new partnership with Hackettstown High School.  
We’ve engaged with the HHS Transition Program that comes to us with two to three students 
and a job coach four days a week.  The students learn various job skills and the Thrift Shop 
benefits from their youth, energy and enthusiasm!  We’re very excited to partner with our own 
local high school and the youth in our community. 
 
Also, the Centenary students are back!  YAY!  We have lots of new faces, and they’re learning 
lots of new things about the process of a non-profit, retail ministry in the areas of giving, 
receiving and giving back out into the world again.  We receive much, so we give much.  They’re 
learning about good stewardship. 
 
Be on the lookout for the $5 Bag Sale in the middle of October — rain or shine.  We have LOTS 
of stuff, and it all needs new homes.  There’ll be bargains galore.  Good weather:  in the parking 
lot outside the Lord’s Pantry.  Bad weather:  in Starr Hall.  Open for business 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Last 
bag sale of the year.  Lots of goodies.  Stock up!! 
 
We continue to be the recipients of many beautiful, unusual, amazing donations.  Our sorting 
teams make sure we get the “best of the best” into the shops for our patrons, who continue to 
insist that this is the best thrift shop they’ve ever been in!  If you haven’t, come on by and see 
what all the chatter is about.  One of our regular customers is a blogger and she blogs 
about — yup — thrift shops.  She told me there are two places she will never blog about...yup, 
one is Trinity Thrift!  Why not?  Because she doesn’t want people to know where she gets all her 
treasures — they might take them. This gal told me we’re hands down the best thrift shop she 
has ever been in.  We’re not your average thrift shop.  Come and see what all the volunteers and 
staff work so hard to make happen every day! 
 
We‘re blessed every day by our donors, volunteers, staff and customers.  Thank you and many 
blessings! 
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Small Groups at Trinity Church 
 
All are welcome to participate in small groups at Trinity Church!  The newest offerings, which 
begin in October, are listed here in full with the subsequent, ongoing and online ones listed 
without their full descriptions.  Notice the Spirituality Type logos (Head, Heart, Soul, Hands and 
Feet) which appear next to groups or sections.  See The Trinity Discipleship Path booklet for 
more information about spirituality type and how to become more intentional about your 
discipleship path through our ministries at Trinity. 
 
 

Hiking God's Creation 
 

Leaders: John & Jenny Forestiere 

(jlf1017@gmail.com; 908-328-9215) 

Two Sundays Meet at Trinity at 1 p.m.  Hikes will be about 2½ hours once we hit the trail, not 

including driving time. 

Sunday, October 11 - Delaware Water Gap 

Sunday, November 8 – Jenny Jump State Forest (tentative) 
 

Our goal is to find new paths by which to further our spiritual journeys as we explore trails and 
step away to connect to God through his creation.  Part way through each hike, we’ll take a 
break for a group devotion and personal prayer and reflection in the midst of his creation. 
 
 

Guiding Ourselves to Wellness 
 

Leader: Fran Blaskopf, M.S., Clinical Exercise Physiologist 
(franblas@optonline.net) 

Start Date: Tuesday, October 13, 11 a.m. – noon 
Duration: 6 weekly sessions (not meeting November 3 or 10) 
Location: Room 104 
 

This is an invitation to make positive steps to help lead a healthier life, fulfilling Christ’s intent 
for us.  During our time together, we’ll discuss current health, wellness and fitness topics and 
how small lifestyle changes can enhance our life and positively affect our ability to carry out our 
activities of daily living (ADLs).  Further six-week sessions and their topics will be determined by 
the needs and interests of the group.  Though this class is designed to address the needs of 
senior women, women of all ages are invited. 
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Bible Art Journaling 
 

Leader: Dawn Patterson (dawnpatterson1@verizon.net) 
Start Date: Tuesday, October 6, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration: 6 weekly sessions 
Location: Trinity House, Room 401 
 

If you’d like to learn new ways to get into the Bible, come and join us as we use our creative 

spirits to get into the scriptures.  We’ll be using art journaling, poetry and other creative 

activities to deepen our understanding of some Bible passages. 

 
 

Fall Day Apart 
 

Leader: Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 
Date:  November 7, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Duration: 1 session 
Location: Quellen Spiritual Center, Mendham, N.J. 
 

Join us at the Quellen Spiritual Center in Mendham to create some space for quiet reflection and 
prayer.  We’ll have the opportunity to walk the labyrinth, engage in spiritual disciplines and have 
some quiet time alone.  We’ll also have the opportunity to experience a time of Spiritual 
Direction. We’ll provide guidance for the day, and lunch and refreshments are included.  The 
cost of the day is $35.  Partial and full scholarships are available if needed.  Further details and 
directions will be provided after signup.  If you can only come for part of the day, you’re 
welcome. 
 
 

Covenant Discipleship Group 
 

Leader:   Rev. Deb De Vos 
Information Session:  Sunday, October 11, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
Duration:   Ongoing, weekly 
Location:   Room 104 
 

Covenant Discipleship groups consist of up to seven persons who meet together for one hour 
each week to hold themselves mutually accountable for their discipleship.  They’re guided by 
the covenant they write, shaped by the General Rule of Discipleship, which says “To witness to 
Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, 
worship and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”  We’re looking for six people who 
desire to grow in loving God with all their heart, mind and strength and love their neighbors as 
themselves.  These six individuals must be ready to be accountable and committed to meeting 
weekly for an hour with the other members of the Covenant Discipleship group.  Leadership 
may be shared if the group so decides.  The hope is that members of this pilot CDG will then 
branch off and form new CDGs in order to multiply disciples. 
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Spiritual Direction 
 

Leader:  Pat Riegler (908-303-2067; pat.louriegler@gmail.com) 
Duration:  Varies, determined by you and Pat 
Cost:   Varies, determined by you and Pat 
 

Take the opportunity to meet with a Spiritual Director!  Spiritual direction is spiritual 
companioning — the spiritual director attends to the presence of God with another person who 
desires a companionship with God.  We seek for God at the center of all life experiences 
through various spiritual disciplines.  If you’re feeling a nudge to go deeper with God, in prayer, 
in your spiritual life, spiritual direction is a great way to go.  Pat Riegler received her training at 
Oasis Ministries in Camp Hill, PA, and is a Certified Spiritual Director.  Feel free to contact Pat to 
discuss how a personal spiritual director can enrich your relationship with God, as well as help 
you navigate your spiritual journey. 
 
 

Discipleship Coaching 
 

Leader: Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org; 
908-852-3020) 

Duration:  Varies, determined by you and Pastor Jenny 
 

Do you feel stuck in some aspect of your life?  Do you have goals that you just can’t seem to 
accomplish?  Do you have a desire to discover more of your God-given gifts, to live more deeply 
into the person God created you to be?  Do you long for a deeper relationship with God and 
others?  Coaching begins from a place of believing that all people are creative, resourceful and 
whole.  Coaches come alongside you, ask focused questions and help you find answers from 
deep within.  Pastor Jenny is being trained as a coach, and would love to come alongside you!  
There is no cost to you for this service, though she has limited appointments available.  Contact 
Pastor Jenny to learn more and discuss how this process might be enlivening for you on your 
journey through life and more deeply into discipleship. 
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Seeing God in the Cancer Journey 
 

Leaders:  Lou Ann Harris (lharris3077@msn.com) and Debbie Kling 
(klings6@verizon.net) 

Start Date:  Thursday, October 8, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:  Twice monthly through June 2016, usually on the 2nd and 4th 
Location:  Room 105 
 

Journey with others whose lives are affected by cancer (patients, survivors, caretakers and their 
loved ones) to discover God is bigger than cancer and to find hope, understanding, 
encouragement and support.  The first meeting of each month will focus on study, conversation 
and sharing around topics such as faith, questions, relationships, prayer, stress reduction and 
healing.  The second meeting of each month will focus on fellowship and celebrating life 
together.  If you’re currently in treatment and unsure whether you’ll be able to commit, please 
sign up anyway.  We understand that you may not be able to be there every time and that you 
cannot always plan ahead. 
 
 

Advent Conspiracy 
 

Leader:  Cindy Munley (munleyc@yahoo.com) and Arlene McCollum 
(arlenemc63@gmail.com) 

Start Date:  Sunday, October 18, 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Duration:  4 weeks 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 401 
 

You’re invited to reclaim the power of the Advent and Christmas seasons!  This isn't always easy 
to do in our consumer-driven society.  This study invites you into four practices meant to help 
us refocus during this busy season.  Worship Fully because Christmas begins and ends with 
Jesus.  Spend Less and free your resources for things that truly matter.  Give More of your 
presence:  your hands, your words, your time, your heart.  Love All, especially the poor, the 
forgotten, the marginalized, the sick, in ways that make a difference. 
 
 

Advent Fair 
 

Date:   Sunday, December 6, during worship services (9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Location:  Starr Hall 
 

An opportunity to put some of the Advent Conspiracy ideas into practice, this is an event where 
you’ll find alternative Christmas gifts for your loved ones.  You’ll be able to purchase cards 
which represent the donations you make to various mission opportunities and organizations.  
There may be some tangible gifts to create or purchase as well.  Look for more information 
soon. 
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Foods of the Bible 
 

Leader:  Scott Savokinas (ssavokinas@verizon.net) 
Start Date:  Monday, October 5, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:  6 weeks (No meeting on November 9.) 
Location:  Starr Hall 
Cost:   $15 per person (Assistance is available, if needed.) 
 

Eve tempted Adam with an apple….or was it?  From the forbidden fruit to Passover traditions 
that are still followed today, travel with us on a culinary tour through the Bible.  Join us as we 
discuss, cook and sample Foods of the Bible.  This group is part Bible study and discussion, part 
cooking class, with plenty of eating along the way. 
 
 

Savor Suppers:  Food and Conversation for Women 
 

Leaders: Various women from Trinity, coordinated by Pastor Jenny 
Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 

Duration:   1 or 2 meals per month, each an independent event 
Location:  Homes of Trinity women 
 

We hear frequently of the desire of women at Trinity to connect in faith, yet we also hear from 
so many that it’s difficult to join a small group, even for a few weeks.  Savor Gatherings will 
make this possible for many!  It will bring together small group gatherings of women, just a few 
at a time, with no commitment beyond the one-time event.  Once or twice a month, a different 
woman from the congregation will host a simple meal at her home for five other women.  As 
you gather for literal bread, we hope you’ll also experience spiritual bread.  As you savor the 
meal, we hope you’ll also savor the experience of God, grace and faithful conversation.  There 
will be further details and signup instructions on the signup sheets. 
 
 

Walk to Emmaus 
 

Leader:  Skylands Walk to Emmaus, www.swte.org 
(Contact Rev. Deb De Vos deb918@gmail.com.) 

Women’s Walk #4: November 12 - 15 
Men’s Walk #4: November 5 - 8 
 

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal ministry intended to strengthen the local church 
through the development of Christian disciples and leaders.  The program's approach seriously 
considers the model of Christ's servanthood and encourages Christ's disciples to act in ways 
appropriate to being "a servant of all."  The Walk to Emmaus is truly a transformative experience 
that will help you grow in your faith and strengthen your commitment to living your life as a 
Disciple of Christ.  Sponsors for the walks are needed.  A sponsor must be a prior pilgrim of the 
Walk to Emmaus.  Contact Rev. Deb De Vos for help finding a sponsor. 
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New Horizons:  A Seminar Exploring Methodist and Roman Catholic 
Similarities and Differences 
 

Leader:  Pastor Frank Fowler (908-852-3020; 
fflowler@catchthespirit.org 

Date:   Sunday, October 4, 12:15 - 2:30 p.m. 
Duration:  1 session 
Location:  Blue Room in the office building 
 

Trinity Church has many people who come to us from a formerly Roman Catholic experience.  
This seminar offers a look at the origins of many practices and beliefs in both faiths. 
 
 

The Grave Robber:  How Jesus Can Make Your Impossible Possible 
Congregational Reading Book Study 
 

Leader:  Bill Anzel (billanzel@gmail.com) 
Start Date:  Wednesday, October 7, 7:30 - 9 p.m. 
Duration:  7 sessions 
Location:   Room 108 
Cost:   $8 (+$15 for optional book) for purchase of course material 

(Assistance is available, if needed.) 
 

This year’s congregational reading book, One Little Yes, is made up of excerpts from Mark 
Batterson’s book, The Grave Robber, which is the basis of this study.  Miracles are happening 
all around us all the time, but you won’t see them if you don’t know how to look for them.  This 
study reveals the incredible power of the seven miraculous signs of Jesus found in the Gospel of 
John, showing how they are not simply something Jesus did in the past but also something he 
wants to do now, in the present.  Batterson shares true stories of people today who are 
experiencing miracles in their lives.  And he brings to light the countless miracles, big and small, 
we take for granted every day — miracles that point us toward the One who healed the sick, 
calmed the storm and even raised the dead.  Nothing has changed since Jesus called Lazarus 
out of his tomb four days after his funeral.  No matter how big the problem is, God is bigger 
still.  If you long to see God work in miraculous ways today, you’ll love this faith-building, life-
giving study. 
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Believe:  Living the Story of the Bible to Become Like Jesus 
 

Leaders:  Rev. Deb De Vos (deb918@gmail.com; 973-479-0384 
call/text) and Kathy Grimwood (kggrim@gmail.com) 

Start Date:  Sunday, October 11, 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Duration:  30 sessions (plus intro. session) 
Location:  Room 104 
Cost:   $25 for purchase of course material (Assistance is available, if 

needed.) 
 

Believe is a unique spiritual growth experience.  We’ll learn how the story of the Bible helps us 
think, act and become more like Jesus by examining key questions, studying scripture and 
learning practical ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.  We’ll explore ten key Beliefs of 
the Christian faith, the ten key Practices of a Jesus-follower, and the ten Key Virtues that 
characterize someone who’s becoming more like Jesus.  As we journey through this study, one 
simple truth will become undeniably clear:  The story of God isn't just a story.  It changes 
everything.  Join us! 
 
 

C.S. Lewis Book Group 
 

Leader:  Rev. Deb De Vos (deb918@gmail.com; 973-479-0384 call/text) 
Start Date:  Monday, October 19 (Please come having already read The 

Screwtape Letters), 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:  Monthly, on the 3rd Monday 
Location:  208 High Street, Hackettstown (the De Vos home) 
 

C.S. Lewis was one of the intellectual giants of the twentieth century and arguably one of the 
most influential writers of his day.  Lewis wrote more than thirty books, allowing him to reach a 
vast audience, and his works continue to attract thousands of new readers every year.  C. S. 
Lewis's most distinguished and popular accomplishments include Mere Christianity, Out of the 
Silent Planet, The Great Divorce, The Screwtape Letters, and the universally-acknowledged 
classics in The Chronicles of Narnia.  To date, the Narnia books have sold over 100 million 
copies and been transformed into three major motion pictures 
(https://www.cslewis.com/us/about-cs-lewis).  Join us as we explore the works of C.S. Lewis in a 
monthly book group.  Each month, we’ll read a book written by Lewis.  Then on the 3rd Monday 
of the month, we’ll gather to discuss it.  Space is limited! 
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Not a Silent Night 
 

Leaders:  Nancy Hayes (brandysema@yahoo.com) & Claude Buchman 
(cbuchman@gmail.com) 

Start Date:  Tuesday, October 20, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration:  5 sessions 
Location:  Room 105 
Cost:   $12 for purchase of course material (Assistance is available, if 

needed.) 
 

Leader:  Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org; 
908-852-3020) 

Start Date:  Wednesday, November 11, noon – 1 p.m. 
Duration:  5 sessions (No meeting on November 25.) 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 400 
Cost:   $12 for purchase of course material (Assistance is available, if 

needed.) 
 

Imagine Jesus from Mary’s point of view — proud of her son, in awe of his gifts and mission, 
guided by love for him as a person, and so much more.  In this study, Adam Hamilton begins at 
the end, with Mary at the crucifixion and resurrection; travels back in time as she witnesses his 
life and ministry; and ends at the beginning with the Christ child born in a stable, Mary’s 
beautiful baby. 
 
 

The Hyperlinked Life:  A Theology of Information in the Screen Age 
 

Leaders:  Pastor Jenny Smith Walz (jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org) 
Date:   Sunday, November 15, 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Duration:  1 session 
Location:  Trinity House, Room 400 
 

We live in an age of accelerated information and information overload.  The rate at which we 
receive information and the way we receive it has changed dramatically:  from newspapers and 
radio and a few nightly news programs to constant news online.  And when we try to stop 
consuming the vast amounts of information coming at us, we wrestle against a paranoia of 
missing important information or being out of the loop.  We’re making our lives available to the 
world through Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.  But while we have more “friends” than ever, we 
feel that we’re lacking real connections.  Our devices can either help relationships grow or get in 
the way of honest relationships.  We need to become better stewards of technology and 
information, regularly taking rests and a Sabbath from them.  It’s time to become “factivists,” 
using data and knowledge with effectiveness and purpose. 
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Ongoing Hands and Feet Groups 
 

Trinity Garden   God in Many Faces/God through Many Lenses 
 

Ongoing Soul Groups 
 

Soul of Creativity  Centering Prayer  A Time for Prayer 
Prayer 101 
 

Ongoing Heart Groups 
 

Sister Share   Junior Prayer Shawl  Stamping Angels 
Thursday Game Day  Fitness Club   Sprouts 
6th and 7th Graders  High School Boys  G.I.R.L.S. 
United Methodist Men Highest Praise   Prayer Shawl 
Community Dinners 
 

Ongoing Head Groups 
 

Estudio de la Biblia  Adult Bible Study  Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible Study High School Bible Study Wiseman’s Journey 
Heath Village Bible Study Heritage House Bible Study 
English as a Second Language/Spanish as a Second Language 

 

Online Offerings Described in the Small Group Brochure 
 

 Biblical Strorytelling 1 
 Fast Track Disciple Bible Study 
 Evangelism:  How to Love Your Neighbor to Christ 
 Facing Financial Struggle:  28 Days of Prayer 
 Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts 
 The Three Colors of Leadership 
 The Three Colors of Your Spirituality 
 Meditation on Both Sides of the Camera 
 Living into the Answers 

 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please consider including Trinity in your will, and help the church find ways to do more good 
things.  These bequests are the source of funding for our campus building repairs and 

renovation, and in that way are critical for Trinity’s future.  Please talk to Dr. Frank Fowler or your 
lawyer for information. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 

17 



Diversity Notes 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

The ongoing plight of refugees fleeing from countries like Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan has 
riveted our attention.  Refugees are defined and protected by international law.  They flee 
armed conflict or persecution, cannot return to their country of origin without risk of death or 
loss of freedom, and require sanctuary.  They should not be expelled or returned, but given 
asylum.  In these circumstances, they differ from migrants, who choose to move to make a 
better life for themselves and pursue opportunities in other countries.  It’s an important 
differentiation. 
 

United Methodists in Germany are working with others “to offer services so that the newcomers 
feel that they are welcome,” reports Bishop Rosemarie Wenner and Rev. Johannes Knoeller of 
the UMC in Germany.  United Methodists are part of larger coalitions dealing with issues of 
refugees and migration.  Churches Witnessing with Migrants will hold a consultation this month 
that includes a significant United Methodist participation. 
 

To help, go to the United Nations Refugee Agency at www.unhcr.org.  If you hit the donate 
button on the pop-up screen, it will identify and direct you to the United States donation site. 
 
 
 
 

Creation Care 
 

Carol Droppa 
 

Colonies of bees nationwide have been diminishing, and efforts are ongoing to address this 
environmental disaster.  Three bills in New Jersey have recently been signed into law to protect 
the state’s beekeeping industry.  One bill extends right to farm protection for beekeepers whose 
operations exceed $10,000 annually.  Another bill calls for the New Jersey Department of 
Agriculture to adopt rules for beekeeping practices that prevent municipalities from exceeding 
those standards.  The third bill toughens penalties for destroying man-made beehives.  There’s 
an estimated 20,000 bee colonies among registered state beekeepers comprising a $7 million 
honeybee industry and which support the pollination of over $200 million worth of state crops. 
 

A review of New Jersey water use has determined an increase of 40 billion gallons annually.  The 
bulk of this water use increase is attributable to energy production, primarily for use by the 
cooling towers for the Salem and Ocean County nuclear power facilities. 
 

Stay informed!  Plant flowers that draw honeybees and reduce lawn areas or plant with native 
clover.  Look for ways to conserve water. 
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With Our Sympathy 
 

 John and Joyce Meyer and family on the death of his father 
 Ann Scotland on the death of her father, David P. Smith 
 Bonnie Kelsey on the death of her sister, Joan Fredericks 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our family during the difficult time surrounding Jim’s 
sudden passing. 
    Blessings, 
    Edna Burton and Family 
 
To our Trinity family, 
Thank you so much for your outpouring of concern and care as we have spent time healing 
from surgeries these past months.  The pile of cards grows daily.  We read them over and over.  
They help us stay positive.  The food that has been brought is not only delicious, but a true gift 
as we work to get our bodies functioning again.  We are both doing well and should be back in 
church by the time you read this. 
    Peace, love and God’s blessings be yours, 
    Edna & Norm Barrier 
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October  
 

Come be a part of the fun — and bring a friend! 
 
Friday, October 2nd – Sunday, October 4th 
 

IGNITE Youth conference in Wildwood, N.J. 
Cost:  $125 per student; $75 for student’s siblings 
RSVP was September, but you never know!  Call to see if there might still be a spot! 
 
 
Thursday, October 15th 
 

Regular meeting in the Middle School Room, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Saturday, October 24th 
 

Harvest Moon Hayride at Alstede Farms in Chester 
Come to SNW at 5 p.m. and we’ll leave at 6:15 p.m. 
Return to Trinity around 9 p.m. 
 
 
Thursday, October 29th 
 

Trunk or Treat in the church parking lot, 6 – 8 p.m.! 
Have your family decorate a car and bring some sweet treats to hand out (no peanuts, please). 
Middle School will run a game for a bit, and we could sure use your help! 
 

If you have any questions, please email, text or call Laura Iacampo at lvbiacampo@comcast.net 
or 201-787-6842. 
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Junior Prayer Shawl 
 

Are you eight years old or older?  Do you knit and/or crochet?  Would you like to learn how to 
knit or crochet?  Beginners and those who are more experienced are welcome at this small 
group every 2nd Wednesday of the month in Room 104, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.  This month’s meeting is 
on Wednesday, October 14th.  For additional information, contact Ginny Thorp, Director of 
Children’s Ministry at 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 
 

3rd Grade Bible Blast on October 4th 
 

On Sunday, October 4th, 3rd grade students will have their first Bible Blast session during the 
9:15 a.m. Church School hour.  It’ll be a fun, interactive learning time as they become familiar 
with their new Bibles, a gift from Trinity that they received the week before during worship.  All 
3rd grade students should report to their classrooms, as usual. 
 
 
 
 

Church School Worship on October 18th 
 

On Sunday, October 18th, Church School students, three years old through the 5th grade, will 
attend the monthly Church School worship in Trinity’s NEW KidZone during the 9:15 a.m. 
Church School hour.  All students should report to their classrooms.  Teachers will take their 
classes to the KidZone for worship time.  Dismissal will be as usual from your child’s classroom. 
 
 
 
 

Sprouts 
 

Are you a 4th or 5th grader? 
Then, you’re invited to attend Trinity’s Sprouts group! 

 

What’s Sprouts about? 
It’s a small group experience designed especially for 4th and 5th grade students to support them 

in their daily lives and to help prepare them for Student Ministry activities that begin in 6th 
grade. 

 

When does it begin? 
Thursday, Oct. 8th, 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the KidZone. 

 

If I have additional questions, who do I contact? 
Ginny Thorp, Director of Children’s Ministry, 908-852-3020, ext. 17 or gthorp@catchthespirit.org. 
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Family Ministry Small Groups 
 

Monday 
Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26 

High School Bible Study 
 

7:30 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28 

G.I.R.L.S. (Grades 9 – 12) 
 

7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday 
Oct. 14, 28 

High School Boys’ Group 
 

7 – 9 p.m. 
Upper Room 

Wednesday & 
Friday 
Oct. 7, 9, 14, 16, 
21, 23, 28, 30 

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12) 
 

3 – 5 p.m. 
Starr Hall 
 

Wednesday 
Oct. 14 

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older) 
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Room 104 

Wednesday 
Oct. 7, 21 

Highest Praise (Grades 1 – 8) 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Trinity House 

 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

As we continue to prepare for the holiday season, we’re again asking for help from the 
congregation so that we may make the holidays better for local families in need.  Please 
consider sponsoring a food drive at your business, club, school or organization.  People are 
often very generous during the holidays, and food drives are usually quite successful at this 
time. 
 

The congregational food drive is coming up in the beginning of November.  Please watch the 
Just Say Yes forms in the worship bulletins to volunteer your time to sort and store food.  
Donations of non-perishable foods will be collected at all church services the weekend of 
October 31st – November 1st. 
 

Also, we’re in need of many, many frozen turkeys this year.  Due to the avian flu outbreak, we’re 
not able to obtain enough turkeys for our Thanksgiving distribution.  We always appreciate the 
donation of turkeys, and we’d particularly be thankful for your donation this year.  If you can’t 
donate a turkey, but would like to help, you can donate a grocery store gift card so that our 
shoppers can purchase additional turkeys.  Thank you so much for your support of our ministry! 
 

In August, we served 1,300 people (446 families – 43 new):  411 children, 767 adults, 122 seniors. 
 

Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take donations to the church office when it’s open. 
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Coupons for Community Urgently Needed 
 

The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help 
inexpensively purchase much-needed items, including many that are free.  There’s been a 
dramatic drop off of people participating by bringing in coupons. 
 

Even one coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds of items if enough folks bring 
it in.  Please place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity 
House and the Pantry.  Please save your coupons and bring them to the church — we need 
them to help our Pantry friends! 
 
 
 
 

Annual Congregational Food Drive 
 

Each year, the Lord’s Pantry asks our Trinity community for support with our congregational 
food drive.  We’ll be distributing brown paper grocery bags after all church services on October 
24th and 25th.  We simply ask you to fill the bag with non-perishable food items and bring it 
back to church on October 31st and November 1st.  This is our only congregational food drive of 
the year, and we thank you in advance for your generosity and caring.  Watch the Just Say Yes 
form in the worship bulletins to volunteer your time on November 1st to sort and store the 
collected food.  Any and all donations are truly appreciated, and every item donated will help 
someone in need. 
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Looking Ahead 
 

DC Encounter 2015 
 

The DC Encounter Mission Trip is scheduled for Friday, November 20th – Monday, November 
23rd.  This mission experience is designed specifically for students in 7th and 8th grades.  This is 
often the first mission opportunity outside of our immediate community.  While in Washington, 
DC, we’ll be working and serving the homeless, we’ll be learning about mercy and justice, we’ll 
ENCOUNTER people on the streets of DC and learn their stories. 
 
 
 
 

Hackettstown Regional Medical Center’s 
 

Evening of Inspiration 
 

Thursday, November 19th, 7 p.m. in Trinity’s Sanctuary 
 

Featuring the Pine Forge Academy Choir 
 

Tickets are free, but each attendee must have a ticket in order to attend.  For more information 
or to reserve tickets, please call 908-850-6836. 
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Missions 
 

 

Midnight Run 
The team travels to New York City to distribute food, 
clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several 
designated locations.  Donate large or extra large 
men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves 
and jackets; blankets and wash cloths; men’s shoes 
(all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and 
socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream 
and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  
Monetary donations are accepted. 
Contact:  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net) 
 

 

Midnight Run Sleeping Bag Supplies 
Help My Brother’s Keeper Quilt Group make 
bedrolls.  Donate neckties, sheets, pillow cases, 
blankets, bedspreads, comforters, towels, draperies, 
tablecloths, fabric remnants and yarn.  Bag them 
with a label for LaNelle Hoffmann (lanelle2@ptd.net 
or 610-381-6262) and place the bag in the Rotunda 
near the Midnight Run box. 

 

 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the 
process of seeking a place to live.  We need people 
to help set up and break down, make meals and act 
as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight 
at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  If you’re a new host, 
we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be 
paired with a veteran host. There’s always two 
people hosting at a time. 
Contacts:  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); 
Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for food 
donations (908-813-3865) 
 

 

Safe Harbor Ministry 
The last Saturday of every month, we take a hot 
meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, 
PA.  We meet at Trinity’s kitchen at 3 p.m., prepare 
the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner 
and eat with the residents, and then depart for home 
by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, 
depending on how many adults participate in the 
trip.  Children are welcome to come with their 
parents. 
Contacts:  Sarah Hergert (908-850-1458) 

 

The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good 
condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – 
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 
5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – 
Saturday, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 
 

 

Military Prayer & Care Ministry 
The Military Prayer and Care Ministry Team accepts 
names and addresses of servicemen and women to 
whom they can send care packages.  Please call to 
provide names and to find out what items are 
needed. 
Contacts:  Harry & Lauren Mount (908-459-5493) 

 

Coupons for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly 
newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase 
much-needed items, including many that are free.  
Even one coupon from a weekly flier can translate 
into hundreds of items if enough folks bring it in.  
Please place your unused coupons in the marked 
boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the 
Pantry. 
 

 

Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families 
go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal. 
Contact:  Cheryl Pami (732-735-0916 or 
cpami@catchthespirit.org) 
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The View from Here 
 

In elementary school gym classes, on rainy days when we couldn’t go outside, we played games 
indoors.  My old school building didn’t have a gym, but it did have an auditorium and the stage 
could be opened up to create a larger area for athletics.  One of the games we played was called 
dodge ball, I think. 
 
In any case, it involved choosing teams.  Captains are assigned and they select their team 
members — favored friends and those individuals deemed to be the best players.  I think there’s 
a fair number of people who remember what it feels like to be the last chosen, and then only 
reluctantly.  It’s a simple model of “us and them.” 
 
The us-and-them differentiation has hounded us since the beginning of human life on earth.  
This ancient urge flows through our bodies like our blood.  It’s the snake-gifted apple, the seeds 
of which have grown for ages in the soil of our civilizations, ardently and lovingly tended by us.  
At some time, however briefly or innocuously, every one of us has tasted the feeling of 
satisfaction that we stand in a superior place, that the righteousness we clothe ourselves in is an 
acceptable barrier. 
 
Us and them in terms of diversity is good, producing a rich tapestry of cultural variation, a 
colorful pageantry of human adaptation and history.  The incredible distinctions and expression 
of our humanity is breathtaking. 
 
But there are types of us and them that stink to high heaven.  The lynch mob and the swinging 
man, the school bully and the tormented kid, the ethnic and pseudo-political factions and the 
people they see as inferior or simply disposable, the power hungry and the weak, the colonialist 
and the dispossessed, the exploiter and the victimized woman, the delusional and the gas 
chamber occupant.  How long could the list go on? 
 
And there’s yet another type of us and them.  Look but ignore.  See but turn away.  Your plight, 
your life, your struggle isn’t of any concern to me.  What can I possibly do for someone like you? 
 
Today, masses of people are fleeing for their lives and embarking on the journey to some place 
that will offer sanctuary, the possibility of a new home, carrying with them their unique 
identities and stories.  Like after World War II, Saigon, Eastern Europe in the 1990s.  They don’t 
look different from us.  They don’t act differently from us if you look at them with their children. 
 
I don’t know, for sure, what any of us can do about any us-and-them situation.  But I hope I’ll 
figure it out when the time comes. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in October 
 

Chapel Ushers       Scripture Readers – 9:15 
Oct. 4  Glenn & Cindy Reynolds    Oct. 4  TBD 
Oct. 11  Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers   Oct. 11  Tony Albanese 
Oct. 18  Doris Lemasters, Barbara Yarwood   Oct. 18  Karen Kovarik 
Oct. 25  Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes    Oct. 25  Leah Vondette 

 
Greeters - 9:15 
Oct. 4  Leslie Wexler, Barbara Walter, Joe Bristow 
Oct. 11  Fran & Bill Blaskopf, Pat Bristow 
Oct. 18  Dot Schmidling 
Oct. 25  Michele Risley, Lorry Fulton, Alice Davis 

 
Greeters - 10:45 
Oct. 4  LaNelle Hoffmann, Deborah Shanley 
Oct. 11  LaNelle Hoffmann, Ellen English 
Oct. 18  LaNelle Hoffmann 
Oct. 25  LaNelle Hoffmann, Rosemary & David Robertson 

 
Ushers – 9:15 
Oct. 4 Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Doug Powell, Lisa Dimicelli, Gean Gallagher, Eileen Bozzuffi, Lorraine & 

Chris Edwards 
Oct. 11 Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Marie James, Linda Feci, Doug Powell, Carolyn Sunday, Suzen Moye 
Oct. 18 Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Michele Risley, Tara Thives, Bob Doelfel, Karen Riccobono, Cris & Bob 

Hom 
Oct. 25 Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Linda Feci, Bill Anzel, Carolyn Sunday, Tara Thives, Christina Gleason, 

Karen Riccobono 

 
Ushers – 10:45 
Oct. 4 Carol Munro, Bill Blaine, Kathryn Twaddell, Claude Buchman, Mary Brigode, Linda McClune, Scott 

Matthews, Roger Hammond, Joan Crouse, Andy Hibler 
Oct. 11 Carol Munro, Kathryn Twaddell, Bill Blaine, Nancy Hayes, Mary Brigode, Vernon Kilkenny, Scott 

Matthews, Roger Hammond, Joan Crouse, Andy Hibler 
Oct. 18 Carol Munro, Bill Blaine, Kathryn Twaddell, Claude Buchman, Mary Brigode, Chris Beyer, Scott 

Matthews, Joan Crouse, Andy Hibler, Nancy Soleau 
Oct. 25 Carol Munro, Kathryn Twaddell, Bill Blaine, Mary Brigode, Chris Beyer, Scott Matthews, Roger 

Hammond, Joan Crouse, Andy Hibler, Nancy Soleau 

 
Welcome Center – 9:15    Welcome Center – 10:45 
Oct. 4 Pauline Churchill   Mike White 
Oct. 11 Dottie Stearns   Mike White 
Oct. 18 Dottie Brehm   Rosie Jepson 
Oct. 25 Amanda Cummings  Dottie Stearns 

 
Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 

Oct. 4  Bill Anzel  Lori DeLorenzo  Ruben Espada 
Oct. 11  Joe Racz   Janice Paulussen  Laval Li Ah Kim 
Oct. 18  Keith Ryan  Steve Blazier  TBD 
Oct. 25  Tom Mooney  Lori DeLorenzo  Don Harris 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2015 

 
Trinity Tidings© Is Published by Trinity United Methodist Church 

Editor:  Carol Droppa (kitchell@comcast.net; 908-759-0142) 
Production Coordinator:  Pattie Huff (phuff@catchthespirit.org) 

 

Trinity Church 
213 Main Street 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 
908-852-3020 

 

www.catchthespirit.org 

www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit 

mailto:kitchell@comcast.net
mailto:phuff@catchthespirit.org
http://www.catchthespirit.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit

