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""Love God, Love People!"

WELCOME TO TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Ifyouare anewcomerto the congregation please make yourselfknown
to one of the clergy or to one of our ushers before worship.

Pastoral Team
Rev. Erica Munoz Church Office Hours

Lead Pastor Monday - Thursday - 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Friday - Office closed
Rev. Dr. Deb De Vos

AssociatePastor,Spiritual Formation & Discipleship Worship Times
Rev. Donald Gebhard Saturday 5:00 pm - Worship in Trinity House
Associate Pastor Sunday 10:00 am - Worship in the Sanctuary

All Worship Services are livestreamed at
Facebook.com/TrinityCatchTheSpirit




From the Pastor

As we move into February, our church family stands at a meaningful threshold. The
weeks ahead invite us to slow down, take stock of our lives, and listen more closely
for God's voice as we prepare for the season of Lent.

In the beginning weeks of this month, our worship will be centered on a short sermon
series called Three Simple Rules. Rooted in a timeless Christian framework, these
messages will explore what it looks like to live faithfully through everyday choices:
doing no harm, doing good, and staying in love with God. These practices may sound
simple, but they have a way of reshaping our relationships, our priorities, and our
witness in the world as followers of Jesus Christ. My prayer is that this series will
give us practical tools for discipleship and set the tone for a meaningful Lenten
journey.

Lent officially begins with our Ash Wednesday service on February 18th at 7:00pm.
This is a sacred time of prayer, reflection, and the imposition of ashes. This service
reminds us of both our human frailty and God's deep mercy, calling us to repentance
and renewal. | encourage everyone to make space for this important moment as we
begin the season together.

Throughout Lent, we will also offer small groups designed to help us grow in faith
through scripture, conversation, and prayer. These groups are a wonderful way to
deepen connections within our church while supporting one another in spiritual

growth. Please sign up using the “just say yes” or by contacting the Church office.

Finally, Lent calls us outward as well as inward. Our upcoming Day of Service on
March 7th will give us the opportunity to live out our faith through acts of compassion
and care with the Rise Against Hunger Mission. More details will be shared soon, and
| hope you'll plan to participate.

May this season prepare our hearts for all God is ready to do among us.

Grace and peace,

Fastor, Grica

1. DO NO HARM
2. PO GO0UD
3. STAY IN LOYE W”I‘H G0D




Stay in the Know and Join in the Fun!

Trinity's Friendship Circle
We have a very special meeting planned for February
2nd at 1:00pm and we hope you plan on attending.
Our friend Bill Mahoney will share a very special and
unique experience with us ! Bill and his good buddies
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro and have the most
amazing story to share with us! You do not want to
miss this presentation.

Bill will also have slides along with his story. Join us
and bring your friends. We will have our usual
activities, fun, jokes and of course a delicious
dessert for Valentines Day.

Our Possible
A journey of fitness,
fellowship, faith and
collective resilience

What started out as a decision to set the alarm earlier
than normal one weekend morning slowly evolved
into the experience of a lifetime for one man, 29
strangers and countless supporters as they helped
make the impossible - possible.

Join Bill Mahoney as he shares his 2yr long
preparation with F3 Nation and the My Impossible
team to help a disabled athlete (and good friend)
summit the Africa’s Mt. Kilimanjaro at 19,341ft over a
4day period.
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First Sundays
430630 pm in Starr Hall
Al Ages Wekcored

Bring a Dish 4o Share
Drinksg& Desserts Provided

athering to
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intergenerational community

£3_ GOLDEN GATHERING
\\6 ALL SEN|ORS WELCOME!

CHUCKLES, CHORTLES &
GIGGLES

LET'S LAUGH TOGETHER!
LEARN THE BENEFITS OF
LAUGHTER & HUMOR!

-KATIE MULVANEY FROM
HACKETTSTOWN MEDICAL CENTER

FEB. 12™ AT 11AM.
FINGER SANDWICHES & CHIPS FOLLOWING
TRINITY CONNECTION CAFE

JUST SAY YES IN THE BULLETIN OR RSVP
TO JMAHONEY@CATCHTHESPIRIT.ORG

Senior Social - Mark your calendars:
February 19

Let's celebrate the month of Love with
fellowship and activities with other seniors!
Coffee and a snack will be provided. Please
bring a friend. Come and enjoy lots of time
for conversation and a few games. Join us
in Trinity House on Thursday, February 19,

1:15-2:45 pm.

5 Spots Available!

Ladies gather with other women for
a simple meal, fellowship and great
conversation.

March 13th in Hackettstown
Sign up for more details by emailing
ddevos@catchthespirit.org
To host a Savor Supper contact
Pastor Deb also!




Stay in the Know and Participate!

United Methodist Men

Thirty-three people attended our December 13"
breakfast to hear Joel Demnitz speak on the topic: “A
Biblical Approach to Controversy.” Joel's presentation
raised many good questions for us to think about.

There will be NO UMM breakfast in February. We are
again taking that month off due to the Hoagie Sale.

Our next breakfast will be March 10th. Our speaker is
NJ author Paul Coffin. Paul’s topic is: “Baseball’s
Integration and the Influence of the Negro Leagues”.
This topic is germane because the baseball season is
scheduled to start on March 25",

The UMM continues collecting new and slightly used
clothing for the Midnight Run Mission.They always
need NEW underwear and socks, and either new or
slightly used jeans and hoodies. Please consider
helping us support this mission. Their next trip into
NYC is the beginning of March.

All our breakfast speakers for the current year are
booked. If you have a suggestion for a future speaker,
please contact one of the officers of the UMM.

Remember that all profits from all UMM sales go to
support the Torgersen Scholarship Fund which
benefits a graduating HS Senior.We again have a goal
of raising $2500 for the scholarship and we do accept
direct contributions to the scholarship.

Lastly, UMM is not just for men. Among our goals is to
provide: a sense of community, a meaningful
presentation, and a fantastic breakfast.

Bishop’s Days on the District

Bishop Moore-Koikoi is planning to spend time in each
District at an evening worship service. All are invited to
attend.

Skylands District
When: February 26, 2026
Where: Parsippany UMC, 903 S Beverwyck Rd,
Parsippany, NJ 07054
Time: 7:00pm

United Women in Faith News

As we begin a new year, the United Women in Faith
(UWF) are energized by a renewed sense of purpose
and collaboration. At our January gathering,
members of the UWF Think Tank participated in
interactive activities designed to highlight the unique
strengths, gifts, and talents each woman brings to
the group. These conversations helped us deepen
relationships while also setting a shared vision for
the year ahead.

Through this process, the Think Tank identified
hunger as our overarching focus for the coming year.
With this guiding theme, the group has begun
brainstorming meaningful initiatives that will have a
tangible and positive impact right here in our local
community. More details about these efforts will be
shared in the months ahead.

In addition to mission planning, UWF is also creating
space for fellowship and self-care. Our next general
gathering will take place on Saturday, March 7,
beginning at 9:00 am, and will feature a Chair Zumba
session led by Sandy Polsky, a licensed Zumba
instructor. This fun, accessible activity is designed as
a chance to recharge while enjoying movement and
community together. All are invited to attend.
Registration will be available through Just Say Yes,
with a $5.00 fee.

We look forward to a year of faithful service,
connection, and shared joy.

Lenten Activities at Trinity

Pancake Supper - February 17" 5-7pm
Ash Wednesday Service - February 18" at 7pm
Lenten Small Group Studies - The Final Days: A Lenten Journey

through the Gospels
Lenten Day of Service - 4" Annual Rise Against Hunger on March
7th
Search for Flat Jesus - February 18" through April 4th
Holy Week
March 29" Palm Sunday
April 2™ Maundy Thursday

April 3" Good Friday

April 5" Easter Sunday




Stay in the Know and Be a Part of the Action!

Finance Ministry Team Update

Happy New Year! We hope that you and your
families are well and happy.

We finished the 2025 calendar year on a high
note. Praise God for your spirit of love and
generosity. Here is a quick summary of our year-
end financials:

e Our overall revenues were $15,500 higher
than our budget.
-Donations were $6,100 lower than
budgeted
-Thrift Shop revenues exceeded budget by
$8,300
-Building use and interest exceeded budget
by $13,300
» Our expenses were $52,800 below budget.
¢ Designated Fund balances remain strong.
e Below is a snapshot of our overall financial
health through November.

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and
the love you have shown him as you have helped
his people and continue to help them.

- Hebrews 6:10

YTD 2025 Revenues vs. Expenses t'l'lll_I?_.[jI}_'

Small Group Books
For the most part, we no longer buy these in
bulk. The cost of returning them became cost
prohibitive so in order to be better stewards we
ask folks to get their books themselves. We
can assist in finding places to do this.

But did you know that even if you don’t own a
Kindle device, you can download the Kindle app
for PC or MAC onto your computer and read
Kindle books that way?

Small Group Ministry Team Update

Our Lenten Study for this year is based on a
book by Matt Rawle entitled The Final Days: A
Lenten Journey through the Gospels. There will
be several daytime and evening options for you
to choose from in order to participate. There
will be a sign up form in the Just Say Yes and on
our website beginning February 2". Groups
begin meeting the week of February 16th.

Also, once again you're invited to go in search of
Flat Jesus. Starting February 18th be on the
lookout for Flat Jesus. If you find one, take a
selfie with him, try not to give away the location
in your selfie and put him back for someone
else to find. You can search up until April 4™
Send your pix to Pastor Deb!

Since Easter is so early this year, we have the
opportunity to offer a spring semester of small
group offerings.

Here is what we're planning so far:

Unpacking the Social Principles
The Message of Jesus book study
The Red Tent book study
Explore: God's Word and God’s Creation (Hiking)
Savor Suppers




Other Ways to Connect and Things to Know!

Our sympathy to

Lynn Cameron and family on the death of her mother
Audrey Morelli
Pat Callahan and family on the death of his wife Linda
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Christmas Assistance Program
On behalf of the Trinity Christmas Program, we would like to
thank you for sponsoring a family, donating money, or gift cards,

TUMC ASP APPLICATIONS or assisting in anyway this Christmas Season. The JOY on the

faces of the recipients was priceless, and the gratitude was
M‘P overwhelming. We sponsored 60 families this year and through
Appalachia your generosity all families received gifts and also a $25 gift
W o card for ShopRite. We look forward to providing this opportunity
@PE!?E“ =40 to our community again next Christmas Season.
*ﬂfﬁsﬂﬁ
g—l‘_‘ﬁ‘¢g A big thank you to Bonnie for all her help. Also, to Jana, Olivia,
bﬁ?& and Micah Gebhard, Kylah and Kyle Jiminez for the distribution
i of gifts and Jorge Jiminez for his Spanish communication.

Adult Form Click Here
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Youth Form Click Here

THRIFT SHOP NEEDS YOUR

NEWSPAPERS

- —_=— DROP OFF-
_—a———— BASKET IN
mm—————— ROTUNDA
NEXT TO
PASTOR’S
STUDY



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8g_4_j-miSgStoujoH2QsoFhJPB5pQfryAeBx55xakSJu6A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0s9cidxpUQezCnHSRZEcFf-u0FdtoMo26Ynf2f3k-8BHpOg/viewform

