Trinity Tidings
December 2016
Trinity Church is a fellowship seeking to share the love and word of Jesus
Christ with all.

From the Pastor
Think About It!
Christmas has been kidnapped.
It’s been a long and slow crime over the past decades or so. Our culture and society
have taken it and wrapped it in such colorful wrapping and costly decorations that we
almost can’t recognize it. And Jesus is probably dumbstruck about how the
celebration of his birth has been hijacked.
But we, his followers, continue to have the spiritual responsibility of keeping Christ in
Christmas. And God’s Church is designed and intended to be the primary instrument
for proclaiming that Christmas is about God’s amazing act.
Consider again.
Almighty God, the creator of the universe,
the God of all time and space,
the Holy One who designed and created life,
the life force beneath all being,
the Almighty One,
the great I Am,
this god who called and blessed Abraham (3,800 years ago),
then Moses, David, Jeremiah, Isaiah and hundreds of other biblical heroes,
this ultimate mind,
this powerful One who is so above and beyond human comprehension that our best
efforts to understand God are as a grain of sand on all the beaches of eternity —
this same God once made an incredible, truly unbelievable decision.
God decided to come into the muck and mire and mess of human life, in human form!
In a baby named Jesus.
We can’t really understand it, nor even fully explain it. But we can celebrate it and
proclaim it and thank God for it.
And that, and that alone, is the heart of Christmas. The calendar tells us that the time
of celebration is here again. Don’t miss it. The real Christmas, that is.
Blessings and peace,

Frank
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Christmas Eve Services
Christmas-Eve Eve Service

December 23rd in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.
This is a traditional worship service for those who may be traveling on Christmas Eve
or unable to come out to worship on the 24th.

Trinity’s Christmas Eve Services
Join us in Trinity’s Sanctuary on December 24th to celebrate the birth of Christ in one
of our six beautiful worship services.
12 noon

traditional service of scripture and carols for those who
wish to worship early

3:30 p.m.

high-energy service with joyful music especially for children

5:30 p.m.

service for children, youth and families, with children and
youth choirs

7:30 p.m.

traditional service of carols and scripture with choirs

9:30 p.m.

contemporary service with upbeat music

11 p.m.

service of Holy Communion
All are welcome to any worship service.

Christmas Day Sunday worship ~ We’ll enjoy a very unique time of worship for all
ages at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Watch for more information!

Praying in the New Year
The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from 6 p.m., December 31st until 6 a.m. on
January 1st. There will be a host attending every hour of this 12-hour period.

When you come to the Sanctuary, you’ll hear quiet music, see twinkling candles and
find printed prayer materials to read if you wish. This is a beautiful and meditative
way to close out the old year and mark the beginning of a new year in your spiritual
journey. Come join our Trinity family for this special time. If you can spend an hour,
please volunteer to be a host by calling Leslie Felix-Mule at 908-876-9004.
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In HIS Steps 2017

It’s not too late to submit your commitment cards.
Please bring or send them to the church office or put them in the collection plate.
Trinity’s 2017 ministry will be directly determined by the commitments we all make to
give our time, our talents and our finances in support of our ministries.

Methodist Hospital Gifts Due by December 4th
Gifts for children ages birth to teenage in the Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn are due
in by Sunday, December 4th. There are decorated collection boxes at the entrance to
Trinity Church and the KidVenture headquarters in which to place your donated gift.
Wrap the gift. Attach a tag to note the appropriate age of the intended recipient and if
the gift is for a boy or girl. Thanks for helping to brighten a sick child’s Christmas!

Angel Tree Gifts Due by December 12th
An important part of Trinity’s Prison Ministry is our Angel Tree program, which
provides Christmas gifts from incarcerated parents to their children. Please select a
tag from the Christmas tree. Purchase the requested gift. Place the unwrapped gift in
the Angel Tree box next to the tree with the receiving child’s name on it. Questions?
Contact Liz Falco at 908-813-3321.

Care at the End of Life Meeting on December 4th
The next meeting of the Care at the End of Life ministry will be on Sunday, December
4th at 12:15 p.m. in Room 104. Please join us as we discuss this stage of life and how we
can help those experiencing it. RSVP to Joan Hagaman at 973-702-1282 or
jonihagaman@gmail.com.
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Savor Supper on December 8th
	
  
	
  
	
  

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a
simple meal and rich conversation. Something beautiful and significant happens
when women gather and share something of themselves in small gatherings. It gives
each one a chance to be seen, be heard and be known in ways that are sometimes hard
in our world today. It gives women a chance to connect with other women at a
different level than is possible in a weekend worship service. It expands and deepens
women’s circles of Christian fellowship, support and encouragement. The next Savor
Suppers are being held at 6 p.m. in Budd Lake on December 8th and in Hackettstown
on January 19th at 6:30 p.m. To sign up, please contact Pastor Deb at
ddevos@catchthespirit.org or
908-852-3020.

Trinity Presents “All is Calm, All is Bright”
December 10th at 4 and 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us on Saturday, December 10th in Trinity’s beautiful Sanctuary for an original
Christmas play, All is Calm, All is Bright. Two performances will be held. There’s no

admission fee, but donations will be accepted. Written exclusively for Trinity by Bill
Nutt, this beautiful story tells how the classic Christmas hymn, Silent Night by Franz
Gruber and Joseph Mohr, was created.
Directed by Nancy De Rienzo, the production features a wonderful cast of Trinity
members, including Matthew Bippart, Brian Blanford, Jen Caldwell, Toni Chadwick,
David Dingley, Teri Mooney, Tom Mooney, Gretchen Sundstrom-Smith, John Torkos
and others. Several musicians will be lending their talents to the production also.
Don’t miss it! Invite family, friends and neighbors to attend! Additional information
is available on the website at www.catchthespirit.org.

5

Longest Night Service
For those struggling with loss, loneliness, worry and pain this Christmas season.

Sunday, December 18th, 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary
When you just aren’t able to feel the joy of the season, it can feel as though you’re the
only one struggling this time of year. And it can feel as though you should just be able
to turn off the grief, the struggle, the worry and the loneliness you’re experiencing and
be happy. But you can’t. It might feel as though the world doesn’t get it or even that
there’s something wrong with you as you wish you could just skip over this season
altogether.
It can be difficult to hold together the pain we might be experiencing with the
Christmas season. And that’s what this service is for. It’s a sacred space to be real
with what’s happening in life right now, to acknowledge it, honor it and discover the
ways that Advent and Christmas are actually meant to speak directly into that which
you’re experiencing. It’s an opportunity to experience the hope and love of our
compassionate God, and at the same time, be real about our experiences. So come, if
you’re
Grieving
Lonely
Worried
Struggling
Fearful
Experiencing a loss (job, health, financial, independence, relationship, etc.)

Anticipating a loss
Hurting
In need of a word of comfort and hope
Wanting to know you aren’t alone.
All are welcome to this service, and you’re encouraged to invite friends and neighbors
and loved ones from the community. As an offering of love, offer to attend with those
you invite! Questions? Contact Pastor Jenny at jsmithwalz@catchthespirit.org or
908-852-3020, ext. 13.
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The C.S. Lewis Book Club invites you to join us for
a showing of
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.
December 19th
7 - 9:30 p.m.
Trinity House
Refreshments will be
provided.
Please RSVP to Pastor Deb
at
ddevos@catchthespirit.org
or 973-479-0384.
	
  

Peace

is gazing at the stars with the knowledge that you know their
creator. Closing your eyes in sleep without fear of tomorrow. The
stillness in your heart when trouble swirls around you. A quiet mind in a
raging world.
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The Bulletin Board
Martha Friendship Circle: Monday, December 5th Christmas Luncheon

The Martha Friendship Circle will meet on Monday, December 5th at 12:30 p.m. in
Heath Village’s Grille for our Christmas Luncheon. We’ll gather to enjoy delicious
food, drinks and wonderful dessert. Our Christmas program will be provided by Rev.
Paul Wells, Jan Wells and harpist Cathy Ekeland. It’s sure to be a lovely afternoon
and will put us in a cheerful Christmas mood. Please join us and invite a friend.
Contact Janet Moss for luncheon reservations at 908-269-6048. Looking forward to
seeing you on the 5th! For more information about the Martha Friendship Circle,
contact the church office
(908-852-3020).

Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast: Saturday, December 10th
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals). All are
welcome.

New Members Reception: December 4th

The process includes a dinner on Saturday, December 3rd, and on the 4th, a class at

9:15 a.m. and reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship
service. If you find Trinity is a good place for you to worship and serve, please
consider joining. For more information or to join, let one of the pastors know, call the
church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the
worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet.

Baptism: January 22, 2017
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship
service. For information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application
online at our website. The next baptism will be March 12, 2017.

Interfaith Hospitality Network:

December 25th – January 1st

Safe Harbor Ministry:

Saturday, December 31st

Midnight Run:

Saturday, December 17th
Breakfast run

Children’s Christmas Pageant

Sunday, December 11th during the
9:15 a.m. worship service. You’ll be
sure to leave with a big smile and a
warm heart after seeing our children
recreate the Christmas story.
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Thrift Shop News
Maureen Storey

Advent: a time of expectant waiting and preparation. Christmas is a time of gifts given
and received. The Thrift Shop is a bit like a gift — when you peek inside our outer
workings, there’s treasure to be found. The treasure of giving and receiving — over
15,000 boxes, bags and bins donated a year — now multiply that times the possibility of
what may be in those boxes, bins and bags. Countless. The treasure of time and
talent: over 100 volunteers working to bring beautiful, charming, fun, useful,
surprising items to our customers. The treasure of creation care: we work hard to give
our donations a second life and keep them out of the landfills. The treasure of joy and
surprise for our customers who find just the right item unexpectedly! The treasure of
sharing and laughter and music and faith.

We prepare for Christmas — the ribbons, the wrappings, the trimmings, the trappings.
The hustle and bustle — at least that’s what many of us get caught up in. But let’s
remember what we’re expectantly waiting for: the greatest gift. God gave us his son,
himself incarnate, Jesus. What can we give to others of ourselves? Time. Talent.
Treasure. Grace. Laughter. Forgiveness. Make it count.
Enjoy the many blessings of this joyful season of hope, and share with others.

Did You Know?
The Communal Garden had a very successful year. Over 2,400 servings of 20+
vegetables and herbs were supplied to the Lord’s Pantry. And two new 20” high beds
and a permanent wheelchair ramp were added this year.

With Our Sympathy
v
v
v
v
v
v

Rena Hammel on the death of her mother, Helen Constantinou
Margaret Olson on the death of her son, Brian Olson
Bobby Walz on the death of his sister, Donna
Lois Spender on the death of her sister, Jamie Slattery
Shirley Depp on the death of her son, Dale Parks
Jessie Gillespie on the death of Steve Vermeulen
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God in Many Faces
Carol Kitchell Droppa

I found these words by the poet and author John O’Donohue very insightful:
“We live such separate and often quite removed lives. Yet behind all this seeming
separation a deeper unity anchors everything. This is one of the powerful intimations
of the great religious traditions. The ideal of community is not the forcing together of
separate individuals into the spurious unity of community. The great traditions tell us
that community somehow already exists. When we come together in compassion and
generosity, this hidden belonging begins to come alive between us.”

Thank You!
Once again my Trinity family has supported me in my time of sadness, and I can’t
thank you enough for your prayers, cards, texts and hugs following Jamie’s death.
YOU have been the hands and heart of Jesus to me, and I will forever be grateful.
Love from your sister in Christ,
Lois Spender
Stewardship Mailings
Many thanks to the over 40 volunteers who contributed their time and hands to stuff,
label, glue and affix postage to our stewardship mailings. A special thank you to Mrs.
Nancy Dean and the Service Club at Good Shepherd Christian Academy and the office
staff and volunteers who provided us valuable head starts to our final mailing. We not
only completed this important task, but we made and shared friendships. Thank you
again, everyone.
Karen Riccobono

December 21st
Have you considered including Trinity in your last will and testament? Leave a
lasting legacy to the church and make a clear final statement of your Christian faith.
Please talk to Dr. Frank Fowler or your lawyer for information.
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Family Ministry Small Groups
Monday
Dec. 5, 12, 19

Food with a Focus
Meets weekly on Monday

7 – 8:30 p.m.
Pami residence

Wednesday
Dec. 7, 14, 21

Girls (Grades 9 – 12)
Meets weekly on Wednesday

6:45 – 8:15 p.m.
Upper Room

Wednesday
TBD

High School Boys’ Group
Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

7 – 9 p.m.
Varies

Monday,
Wednesday &
Friday
Dec. 5, 7, 9, 12, 14,
16, 19, 21, 23, 26, 28,
30

Fitness Club (Grades 6 – 12)
Meets weekly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday

3 – 5 p.m.
Starr Hall

Wednesday
Dec. 14

Jr. Prayer Shawl Small Group (Ages 8 & older)
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Room 104

Creation Care
Carol Kitchell Droppa

Wondering how to have a “greener” Christmas? One that’s more ecologically-minded?
Here’s some ideas.
Simply buy less, and buy smart. Look for locally manufactured items. The impact of
transportation contributes to greenhouse emissions and climate change. Choose gifts
made of recycled materials. Buy toys that don’t promote violence. Consider re-gifting
or making gifts.
Get outside and connect with nature. You can still do this in the winter! Take walks.
Put out food and water for birds.
Reduce the size of outdoor lighting displays. Use LED lights. Mini lights also save
energy. Don’t run the lights all night.
If you have a place to plant it, get a live tree. Although artificial trees can be used
repeatedly, they’re made of petroleum products (PVC) and use resources in
manufacturing and shipping. Even though plastic trees should last indefinitely,
research shows they’re discarded when they start to look less attractive with use. Then
they end up in landfills, where the plastic lasts forever. Recycle your cut tree.
Find alternatives to commercial gift wrap. Avoid using foil or metallic paper since it’s
difficult to recycle.
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The Lord’s Pantry
Kellie Pennington

We’re in the middle of our busiest season, but it’s not too late for you to help make the
holidays brighter for our community. Please consider hosting a food drive at your
place of business, school, club, organization. Maybe you can ask holiday guests to
bring a canned item, or encourage your children to get involved in collecting food for
needy families. Even one can of soup helps someone in need.
A record-breaking number of Thanksgiving baskets were distributed, and we
anticipate distributing a record-breaking number of Christmas items this month.
Additionally, October was our busiest month of 2016, with the Pantry serving 1,418
people. Any and all donations are appreciated, and we accept both food donations and
monetary gifts to purchase food.
In October, we served 1,418 people (483 families – including 41 new families): 439
children, 805 adults, 174 seniors.
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,
9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take donations to the church office when it’s open.

Greetings Ministry
December 11th, stop by the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall. We supply the cards,
envelopes, stamps and addresses. YOU just sit down for a few minutes and write a
note of care, compassion and hope. We'll take your completed card and mail it! It's a
great way for you to bless another person, and for all of us to remember there are many
people who can't get to worship and who love to hear from their church.
If you have blank cards with envelopes that you aren’t using, please put them in the
“Greetings Ministry” box at the Welcome Desk in the church office. AND if you know
someone who would enjoy receiving a greeting from Trinity, send that name and
mailing address to Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com. Or leave a note in the
Greetings Ministry box.
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Trinity’s Prison Ministry
In-Prison Ministry
In-prison ministry takes the word of God and our personal witness to inmates — we’re
partnering with Prison Fellowship to offer 12-week classes at Northern State Prison, a
men’s institution situated next to Newark International Airport. We’re also seeking to
diversify into other program areas there, and expand our teaching ministry into other
institutions. To do this, we’ll need men or women leaders who wish to work directly
with inmates in a small groups setting. If you’re interested, contact Peter Smith at
psmithtrc@gmail.com or Tony Albanese at Anthony.Albanese@usps.gov.
Angel Tree Ministry
Angel Tree is a program that reaches the children of inmates at Christmastime to
deliver a message of love through the giving of a gift in the inmate’s name. It’s
intended to help rebuild family relationships that are often broken when a parent is
institutionalized.
It’s also a way for us to extend help to the families of inmates at times other than
Christmas. We need volunteers to procure and wrap presents for the children we
serve, and to deliver the presents in time for Christmas. We could also use volunteers
to provide follow-up guidance and fellowship to the families. If you’re interested in
participating in this ministry, contact Liz Falco at thefalcos@comcast.net.
Backpack Ministry
When prisoners are released from prison, they often possess very little other than the
clothes on their back. Our backpack ministry seeks to provide these inmates with a
few days’ worth of essential items, including toiletries, clothing, food and a bible in
order to help get them started on their re-entry process. We need volunteers to help
assemble and deliver the backpacks as they’re needed. We also need a volunteer to
help coordinate the deliveries with each institution’s chaplain and local church offices.
If you’re interested, in participating in this ministry, contact Bill Anzel at
billanzel@gmail.com.
Correspondence Ministry
One of the most effective means of evangelization is through personal testimony and
example. In a prison setting, this can be done very effectively through correspondence
with an inmate who’s seeking to know Christ. One of the loneliest places to be is
prison, and letters are a great way to demonstrate the love of Christ and meaning of
being a Christian. This ministry enables volunteers to develop a personal relationship
with an inmate in order to encourage and guide that person’s walk with Christ.
Security arrangements are employed to ensure the privacy of volunteers and safeguard

their identity. This is a wonderful way to put your Christian faith to work from the
comfort and convenience of your home, all while making a life-changing difference in
the life of a person. If you’re interested, contact Carol Kitchell Droppa at
kitchell@comcast.net.
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The View from Here
As we dance or trudge through this holiday season, another year winds down. And
what a year it’s been. We’ve experienced a presidential election journey that has had
all the earmarks of a tawdry sideshow. We’ve watched as our nation has seemed to
sink into a battleground rife with division, hatred and vilification. Violence against
individuals and groups has been a horrifying staple of the daily news. Issues involving
gender, race, immigration, ethnicity, the stock market, women’s rights and same sex
marriage were themes caught in the national crossfire. And the voices of Native
Americans again were drowned out.
If you’re anything like me, you may be experiencing a sense of fatigue. And the
troubling nature of our national turbulence continues as an undercurrent of our lives
as we enter the new year.
Popular social media graphics have been exhorting us to remember that no matter
what our real life situations are, God is in charge so we needn’t be anxious. Well, of
course this idea presents a challenge when we’re in the midst of living our daily lives,
and when we think about the record of history. When reality is a potent force shaping
the stuff of our days. And if we plunge our heads in the sand, if we cast around for
someone or something to blame, if we throw up our hands in defeat, eventually we’ll
discover these strategies to manage our lives aren’t working very well.
Well, this isn’t shaping up to be much of a Christmas message if that’s what you were
anticipating. But wait.
Don’t stake your life on popular media messages and catchy pitches. Don’t feel
pressured into buying into the religious party line. But sit with the relationship you
have with your God. We all should have a personal story about our salvation and
redemption, about the discovery of the possibilities our relationship with Christ may
unfold. Each of us holds a unique truth about our life and our faith that informs our
view of the world and our existence in it. And that’s how we manage to endure and
move forward and continue to believe. It’s not about what the world thinks, or about

soupy jargon. It’s about holding fast to what you believe, what you know to be true,
what principles and values you use to determine your actions and outlook.
If the reality of your life is enmeshed with the life of Christ, you have a way to
negotiate the jungle of life in America. You have a lifeline even when life is no longer
a possibility. You have a reason to celebrate Christmas.
Be well and God bless, Carol
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Serving God with Us in December
Chapel Ushers
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Scripture Readers – 9:15
Doris Lemasters, Barbara Yarwood
Leslie Mule, Gary Kuipers
Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers
Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes

Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Bill Anzel
Pageant
Steve Smith
Christmas

Greeters - 9:15
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Rita Kanouse, Dot Schmidling
Fran & Bill Blaskopf, Dot Schmidling
Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule
Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule

Greeters - 10:45
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

LaNelle Hoffmann, Micah Ahlgren
LaNelle Hoffmann, Cindy Hunt, Micah Ahlgren
LaNelle Hoffmann, Micah Ahlgren
LaNelle Hoffmann

Ushers – 9:15
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Joe Thomas, Tracy & John Klimas, Irene & Kwabena Benson, Tony Albanese, Carol
Strowbridge, Karen Riccobono
Joe Thomas, Christina Gleason, Tony Albanese, Amanda & Paul Cummings, Michele
Risley, Doug Powell, Rich Bonti
Joe Thomas, JoAnn & Mike Heembrock, Tony Albanese, Bill Anzel, Edna Burton, Rich
Bonti, Carolyn Sunday
Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Bill Blaine, Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Roehrich, Scott
Matthews

Ushers – 10:45
Dec. 4
Dec. 11

Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Bill Blaine, Glennora Broadwell, Kathryn Twaddell, Claude
Buchman, John Torkos, Joan Crouse, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond
Carol Munro, Bill Blaine, Kathryn Twaddell, John Torkos, Joan Crouse, Joan Roehrich,
Roger Hammond, Scott Matthews, Dan Fiedler, Linda McClune

Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Carol Munro, Bill Blaine, Vernon Kilkenny, Kathryn Twaddell, Claude Buchman, John
Torkos, Joan Roehrich, Roger Hammond, Maureen Boer, Scott Matthews
Joe Thomas, Tony Albanese, Bill Blaine, Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Roehrich, Scott
Matthews

Welcome Center – 9:15
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Dottie Stearns
Alice Davis
Karen Riccobono

Welcome Center – 10:45
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25

Mike White
Mike White
Dottie Stearns
Rosie Jepson

Audio – 9:15

Audio – 10:45

Media Team

Bill Anzel
Keith Ryan
Joe Racz
Andrew Smith

Steve Blazier
Lori DeLorenzo
Janice Paulussen
Steve Blazier

Ruben Espada
Laval Li Ah Kim
Sharon Hoff
Don Harris
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