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From the Pastor 
 

We Stay Focused 
 

We begin this season of Advent and our preparations for Christmas in the midst of a great 
national disruption.  The recent Pittsburgh synagogue and Ventura County shooting tragedies 
are added to the list of shootings in public places, and our outrage is again overflowing at the 
boiling hatred that infects so many, and which too often erupts in death to innocents.  Our 
hearts and prayers go out to all victims and families, of course.  At the same time, our sense of 
hope for this plague to cease can begin to fade. 
 
But we begin this holy season of people who believe and follow Jesus.  And we undertake 
preparations to celebrate his birth, not because we’re citizens of a culture in which almost all 
people celebrate Christmas whether they’re people of faith or not.  Quite the contrary.  We 
celebrate Christmas because we believe that God sent his son into the midst of a broken and 
sinful world because Jesus is the ANSWER to that brokenness and sin. 
 
So now is a good time to review your faith.  For you either believe that Jesus is God’s son sent 
to redeem this broken world.....OR YOU DON’T.  And if you DO....then we can have great hope 
that even though evil seems at times to be winning, God will indeed have the final word and the 
Kingdom of God will eventually come on Earth, as it is in heaven.  After all, that’s our regular 
prayer.  So stay focused this Advent and Christmas season.  And even if it sometimes does not 
seem so, we can rejoice in Jesus’s birth as a celebration of God’s emerging victory over sin and 
death. 
 
God will indeed have the final word. 
 

Blessings and peace to you, 

    Frank 
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Christmas-Eve Eve Service on Sunday, the 23rd 
in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. 

 

This is a traditional worship service for those who may be traveling on Christmas Eve or unable 
to come out to worship on the 24th. 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 
3:30 p.m. A high-energy service with joyful music especially for children provided by the 

Peace Ringers and Littlest Angels. 
 
12 p.m. A traditional service of scripture and song with Holy Communion. 
 
5:30 p.m. A service for children, youth and families with music provided by the Music 

Makers and soloists. 
 
7:30 p.m. A traditional service of carols and scripture telling the Christmas story with music 

by the Trinity Ringers, Brick Church Ringers, Chancel Choir and soloist with brass 
accompaniment. 

 
9:30 p.m. A traditional service of music by the Colofonia String Trio and soloist, and the 

Christmas story in scripture. 
 
11 p.m. Welcome Christmas morning with a midnight service and Holy Communion. 
 
 
All are welcome to any worship service.  Invite your family members and friends to worship with 
you.  All services conclude in beautiful candlelight as we sing Silent Night together.  Childcare is 
available. 
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The Longest Night Service 
 

The Christmas season is often a time to experience joy, anticipation, 
excitement and happiness.  It’s a time when we gather with our family 

and friends, and gather in our churches for worship that points us toward 
the hope, love, joy and peace that’s found in the coming of Jesus, the 

Christ child.  However, this time of joy and expectation can be 
overshadowed for some of us who, instead, are experiencing pain, hurt, 

loss and grief during this season. 
 

If you’re experiencing a sense of loss or grief, pain, hurt or suffering of 
any kind during this Advent season, please join us in a warm, peaceful 
service where we take time amid the hustle and bustle of the season to 
acknowledge and give space to the need for solace and comfort – the 

solace and peace that only Jesus can give. 
 

Where:  The Sanctuary 
When:  Sunday, December 16th at 7 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 



The Bulletin Board 
 
Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, December 3rd 
'Tis the season.  On Monday December 3rd, come celebrate the season at Heath Village at 12:30 p.m.  We 
plan to have a delightful afternoon to welcome in the Christmas holidays.  We’ll have our Annual 
Christmas Luncheon, which is always a delicious treat.  Pastor Paul Wells and his lovely wife, Jan, will 
celebrate with us through music, song and stories.  We always have a joyful time and will miss you if you 
don't join us.  Please call Ginny at 908-852-6431 for reservations.  Just a reminder:  There is no meeting in 
January. Stay warm and healthy till we see you again. 

 
Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, December 9th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 

 
New Members Reception:  Sunday, December 2nd 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, December 1st, and on the 2nd, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find Trinity is a 
good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more information or to join, let one 
of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes 
form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 

 
Baptism:  Sunday, January 20th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  For 
information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our website.  The next 
baptism date is March 17th. 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network:  December 16th – 23rd 
 
Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, December 22nd 

 
Midnight Run: Breakfast Run Sunday, December 9th 
 
Bread of Life Ministry   Sunday, January 6th 
 
Holy Communion 
The next dates for the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be at all four worship services on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 1st and 2nd as we begin the holy season of Advent, the four-week season of 
preparation for Christmas. 

 
Greetings Ministry ~ Sunday, December 9th 

Come to the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall.  We have cards and the names of people who need a 
friendly, caring greeting from Trinity.  Just sit down for a few minutes and write a note of compassion and 
hope.  Or you may know someone who would enjoy receiving a greeting.  We also want to send mail to 
service men and women to let them know we remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any 
military folks to Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
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Come to Trinity’s joyous celebration of hope and peace for the Christmas season as we present 
a Christmas cantata, “Let There Be Christmas,” on Saturday, December 15th at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A reminder for participants:  A rehearsal is scheduled for Saturday, December 8th, 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Choir Room.  There’s a dress rehearsal on Thursday, December 13th at 
7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Questions?  Contact MaryRose Kummerfeldt 
(mkummerfeldt@catchthespirit.org) or Mike Galley (mgalley@catchthespirit.org or 
908-328-8811). 
 
 
 
 

Praying in the New Year 
 

The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from noon, December 31st until noon on January 1st.  
There will be a host attending every hour of this 24-hour period. 
 

When you come to the Sanctuary, you’ll hear quiet music, see twinkling candles and find printed 
prayer materials to read if you wish.  This is a beautiful and meditative way to close out the old 
year and mark the beginning of a new year in your spiritual journey.  Come join our Trinity 
family for this special time.  If you can spend an hour, please volunteer to be a host by calling 
Leslie Felix-Mule at 908-876-9004. 
 
 
 
 

God breaking through to our world.  In a feeding stall of all places.  He will not 

leave us in the dark.  He is the pursuer, the teacher.  He won't sit back while we 

miss out.  So he entered our world.  He sends signals and messages: 

H-o-p-e.  L-i-f-e. 
Max Lucado, Because of Bethlehem 
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Have You Returned Your 2019 Commitment Card? 
 

Several hundred Trinity parishioners have said yes to our 2019 ministry by submitting their 
pledges of time, talent and treasure for next year.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to submit 
your contribution, please do so because our ministry leaders are beginning to make their final 
plans for next year in the next few weeks. 
 
 
 
 

Angel Tree Prison Ministry Gifts Due by December 9th 
 

An important part of Trinity’s Prison Ministry is our Angel Tree program, which provides 
Christmas gifts to the children of incarcerated parents.  Call Liz Falco with any questions at 
908-813-3321. 
 
 
 
 

Methodist Hospital Children’s Gifts Due by December 9th 
 

There are collection boxes by the doors in the foyer in the main building and in Trinity House, 
and by the entrance to KidVenture.  Please bring an unwrapped gift.  Include a tag with the 
appropriate age and if the gift is for a boy or girl. 
 
 
 
 

Carols and Cookies Get-Together 
 

Thursday, December 20th, 6 – 8 p.m., Trinity House 
 

Come along for this informal gathering of singing and fellowship.  The Meanz of Grace will play 
Christmas carols and we’ll all sing along while enjoying Christmas cookies and each other’s 
company.  Bring the whole family for this fun time of fellowship. Watch the worship bulletin for 
more details. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 
This is an entire-family event, so grab your relatives and some friends and come sing with 

us at various nursing homes in the area.  The best way to spread Christmas cheer is to sing 

loud for all to hear!  Come meet us at 12 p.m. in Starr Hall on Sunday, December 16th to form 

our groups before we set out.  Feel free to bake and bring cookies to share with the staff 

at the nursing homes! 
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The Tradition Continues! 
23 Years of Small Group Ministry at Trinity Church 

 
 

 Small groups are a way to connect with people in a larger church setting. 
 

 50 small groups this fall. 
 

 An average of 15 groups meeting each week. 
 

 An average of 150 people participating in small groups each week. 
 

 Together, people are studying scripture. 
 

 Together, people are learning how to cope with different life issues. 
 

 Together, people are learning how to become better disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Together people are learning how to love God and love their neighbor. 
 
 

Are you in a small group?  If not, contact Pastor Deb so you can get connected in one.  
If you are, invite a friend! 

 
 
 
 

8 



Centenary University Spring Break 
Service Week Announced 
 

An exciting new partnership was just developed between Centenary University and Trinity for a 
first ever Spring Break Service Week in March.  Centenary students will spend spring break living 
on campus, doing academic work related to their service, serving in our Trinity ministries and 
receiving academic credit for this hands-on service learning experience.  Watch for further 
details in the new year. 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Hoff Becomes Licensed Local Pastor 
 

We’re thrilled to have learned that Sharon Hoff, our Congregational Care Lay Pastor and the 
pastor of the Vienna of the Free Union United Methodist Churches, has completed requirements 
for and has been awarded a certificate as a Licensed Local Pastor in the United Methodist 
Church.  Sharon is continuing her academic and experiential learning, while serving for 10 hours 
a week with us in congregational care, partnering with Ginny Thorp in this ministry. 
 
 
 
 

Human Relations Day Focus Announced 
 

Each year, the Worship Ministry Team observes United Methodist Human Relations Day.  On that 
Sunday, we recognize a group who we wish to affirm as being an important part of the 
community.  This year, the Worship Ministry Team will recognize law enforcement professionals.  
We’ll be inviting members of various municipal law enforcement departments to be with us.  
The date is Sunday, February 3rd at the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  Please help the team pass 
the word by informing any members of local police departments about this recognition.  In the 
new year, a formal invitation will be made to the departments. 
 
 
 
 

Participate in a Savor Supper 
 

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Suppers include no more than five women plus the host allowing for 
women to really connect with one another over a simple meal.  If you’re willing to open your 
home for a Supper, please email Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  You choose the date 
and time!  Please include that information in your email. 
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Winter Weather and Coming to Trinity 
 

➢ We never cancel worship services.  There will always be a pastor available to lead. 
 

➢ We encourage you to decide for yourself if you can safely make it to church. 
 

➢ Music rehearsals and events may be cancelled.  Each Trinity group is encouraged to have 
a phone or email process to inform members of cancellations.  Leaders can also call 
WRNJ radio to have the cancellations announced on its Operation Snowflake service. 

 

➢ Trinity has a very reliable snow removal service for our parking lot and sidewalks.  You 
may generally assume that the campus will be cleared promptly after a snowfall. 

 

➢ If you arrive on site and there’s some snow or ice on sidewalks, and if you’re able, feel 
free to shovel, sweep or place ice melt on these areas.  There’s ice melt and a shovel or 
broom at each entrance. 

 

➢ Please walk and drive very carefully when on church property.  Also, be alert and careful 
when walking inside the building.  Floors could easily be wet and slippery due to 
tracked-in snow. 

 
 
 
 

November Baptisms 
 

❖ Blake Kieran Hoffmann, son of Keith Hoffmann and Jacqueline Eisele 
 

❖ Josie Page Sharp, daughter of Peter and Amanda Sharp, granddaughter of Pat Mullen 
and great-granddaughter of Mary Lou Wilson 

 

❖ Ashton Robert Wasag, son of Aaron Wasag and Brittany Scholl 
 

❖ Luke Patrick DelPreore, son of Christopher and Jennifer DelPreore and grandson of 
Nancy and Joe DeWitt 

 
 
 
 

Christmas can't be bought from a store. 

Maybe Christmas means a little bit more. 
Dr. Seuss 
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God in Many Faces Ministry 
Carol Kitchell 

 

The board of directors of the General Board of Church and Society of The United Methodist 
Church adopted the following statement (abbreviated) at its meeting in October in San Antonio, 
Texas:  During our meeting, we focused on the impact of the U.S. government’s zero tolerance 
policy on migrant families seeking asylum and communities along the U.S./Mexico border.  A 
delegation of four of our members traveled to the border to better understand the root causes 
of migration, the right to asylum and the criminalization of migrants.  Our delegation heard 
stories of men, woman and children fleeing violence and corruption in their home countries.  
Traveling by foot across the International Gateway Bridge border from Matamoros, Mexico, to 
Brownsville, Texas, they passed through the metering checkpoint where, on a daily basis, 
migrants seeking asylum are turned away and forced to wait — a violation of the U.S. 
commitments under the Geneva Conventions.  Our delegation met with the staff of the Federal 
Public Defenders office in McAllen, Texas and learned about the trauma inflicted on children 
who were separated from their families, as well as the massive taxpayer resources that continue 
to be used to prosecute the misdemeanor crime of crossing the border.  All of the faith, 
nonprofit and government leaders our delegation met shared great concern and fear about U.S. 
troops being deployed in response to the migrants. 
 
The United Methodist Church is resolved “as followers of Jesus, to work to eliminate racism and 
violence directed toward newly arriving migrants to the United States.”  Further, we “denounce 
and oppose the rise of xenophobic, racist and violent reactions against migrants in the United 
States, and support all efforts to build relationships among people, instead of building walls 
among diverse ethnicities and cultures.” (2016 United Methodist Book of Resolutions, 3281 
“Welcoming the migrant in the US”).  Guided by this social teaching of our church, empowered 
by the scriptural mandate to welcome the stranger and sojourner and emboldened by our 
shared experience at the border: 
 

• We oppose the decision by the U.S. government to send U.S. troops to the U.S./Mexico 
border. 

 

• We call on our fellow United Methodists to contact their elected officials and the U.S. 
Department of Defense to express their opposition to U.S. troop deployment at the 
U.S./Mexico border. 

 

• We call on our fellow United Methodists to prayerfully and peacefully rally, march and 
protest in solidarity with our brothers and sisters seeking asylum and refuge. 

 

• We call on our fellow United Methodists to bear witness by being present in immigration 
courts and visiting immigration detention centers. 

 

• We call on our fellow United Methodists to pray for all those affected and build 
communities who welcome migrants with compassion and grace. 
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UMM Matters 
Bill Blaskopf 

 

November 10th, John Torkos helped us celebrate Veteran’s Day by doing a presentation that 
highlighted WW I veterans from Hackettstown.  John brought some of his personal 
memorabilia, including the WW I uniform he wears during reenactments.  We recognized our 
veterans who were present and the Hackettstown American Legion Post provided an Honor 
Guard. 
 

December 8th, we’ll have our annual Christmas celebration.  This year, we’ll be entertained by the 
“Noteworthies” who will sing a variety of Christmas songs.  The Noteworthies are an acapella 
group of 18 young men from West Morris Central High School. 
 

All January, we’ll be selling our hoagies.  The price will remain $8 and the hoagies will be 
available Super Bowl weekend, February 2nd and 3rd.  You’ll be able to order your hoagies 
through a form in the worship bulletin and in Starr Hall between Sunday’s services. 
 

January 12th, Steve Somers will speak to us on the very important topic of Encouraging Your 
Child/Grandchild to Reach His/Her Potential.  Please invite all family members to attend. 
 

February 9th, we’ll be doing something new.  We’ll have our usual breakfast followed by 
announcements and a devotion.  We’ll then conclude the breakfast as members of Atlantic 
Health will arrive to offer certification in Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) and CPR.  Look 
for the registration form to receive your AED and CPR certifications.  The preliminary cost will be 
$45.  We’re trying to find funding in order to reduce the cost. 
 

Finally, we continue to sell Trinity name badges.  If you haven’t gotten yours, please look for the 
order forms around church.  We send in an order whenever we get to about 10 badges.  Please 
remember, UMM is not just for men.  We invite all members of Trinity to attend.  Among our 
goals is to provide a sense of community, a meaningful presentation and a fantastic breakfast. 
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Thrift Shop News 
Maureen Storey 

 

Advent:  a time of expectant waiting and preparation.  Christmas:  a time of gifts given and 
received.  The Thrift Shop is a bit like a gift — when you peek inside our outer workings there’s 
treasure to be found.  The treasure of giving and receiving — over 15,000 boxes, bags and bins 
donated a year.  Now multiply that times the possibility of what may be in those boxes, bins and 
bags — countless:  the treasure of time and talent of over 100 volunteers working to bring 
beautiful, charming, fun, useful, surprising items to our customers; the treasure of creation care 
— we work hard to give our donations a second life and keep them out of the landfills; the 
treasure of joy and surprise for our customers who find just the right item unexpectedly; the 
treasure of sharing and laughter and music and faith. 
 

We prepare for Christmas — the ribbons, the wrappings, the trimmings, the trappings.  The 
hustle and bustle — at least that’s what many of us get caught up in.  But let’s remember what 
we’re expectantly waiting for:  the greatest gift.  God gave us his son, himself incarnate:  Jesus.  
What can we give to others of ourselves?  Time.  Talent.  Treasure.  Grace.  Laughter.  
Forgiveness.  Make it count. 
 

All of our volunteers together donate over 16,000 hours a year to making this ministry shine.  
Thank you all for your many hours of service and willingness to go the extra mile.  You make a 
difference to people you’ve never met and will probably never know, as well as to those you do.  
May God’s grace pour over you for your outstanding efforts. 
 

Thank all of you for supporting the Thrift Shop in all that we attempt to do.  Come into the 
shops and see what unexpected marvels, bits and bobs we have for the holiday season.  You 
may be surprised and delighted. 
 

So, in this season of waiting and preparation, giving and receiving, go forth, do good every 
chance you get, practice random acts of kindness — you never know whose day you’ll save with 
a smile, a hello, an open door or open heart.  Let Christmas be every day.  Have a most blessed 
Christmas and a joy-filled New Year! 
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Did You Know? 
 

Dr. Frank Fowler has been selected to be inducted into the Warren County Community College 
Foundation Hall of Fame.  He was chosen for his outstanding leadership, not only in our church, 
but in our community.  He’ll be inducted into the Hall of Fame on December 1st at Hawke Pointe 
Golf Club in Washington Township.  Congratulations Frank!  Please join us in sharing this 
wonderful news with others in the church and community. 

In His Service, 
Desiree Cougle and Joanne Montross 
Administrative Board Chair and Co-Chair 

 
 
 
 

Join ASP's Third Annual Talent Extravaganza 
 

The show will be on February 22nd at 6 p.m. in Trinity House. 
 

Can you sing, dance, juggle, tell jokes, play an instrument or do anything entertaining?  Come 
out and share the talents God gave you with our community!  It's a great night of fun and lively 

celebration.  There's FREE ADMISSION and food will be available for purchase, along with a 
goodwill offering.  Interested in performing?  Please contact 

Tony Albanese at Anthony.Albanese@usps.gov. 
 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Pastor Appreciation Thank You 
With much gratitude and from sincere hearts, we thank the Pastor Parish Relations Ministry 
Team, representing the congregation, for their kind words and special gifts presented to us in 
October for Pastor Appreciation Month.  It continues to be our most genuine privilege and joy 
to serve the Lord with you at Trinity. 

Frank, Don, Deb, Ginny, Sharon, Anthony, Paul 
 
Stewardship Mailings 
On behalf of the In HIS Steps Ministry Team, many thanks to the many volunteers who helped 
us throughout September and October to stuff, affix address labels and stamps, and sort our 
stewardship mailings.  A special "shout out" to Dale and Betsy Hart, Nancy Soleau, Darlene 
Meeh, and of course, our terrific office staff who provided us with many hours of preliminary 
work that made our mailings so efficient.  Thank you again, everyone. 

Karen Riccobono 
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Young Adult Group Starting 
 

We’re pleased that a new young adult group is beginning.  It’s called EMERGE.  All young adults 
are welcome to participate in its activities and events.  Contact Vania Stevenson at 
vstevenson@catchthespirit.org or Devon McDonagh at devonmcdonagh7@gmail.com for more 
details. 
 
 
 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl 

 
 

It’s time for Christmas and Christmas activities! 
 

While we normally focus on knitting and crocheting, we’re taking a brief respite from “sticks and 
yarn” this month to be creative in another way with paint.  (Sometimes it helps one’s creativity if 

you engage in another craft.) 
 

We’ll be celebrating Christmas by painting ornaments, sharing in fellowship and having a 
Christmas snack. 

 

We’d love to have YOU join us for the December meeting of the Jr. Prayer Shawl small 
fellowship ministry group which is for kids, eight years old and older. 

 

Our December meeting will be on Wednesday, December 12th, 4:30 -5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  
Mrs. Thorp, Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and Mrs. Neumann are looking forward to seeing you!  If you 

have any questions, please contact Ginny Thorp at gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 908-852-3020, 
ext. 16 or 908-894-0173 (cell). 
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December High School Ministry Calendar 
 

December 5 High School Fellowship Details to follow. 
 

December 19 High School Christmas 
Party 

Details to follow. 
 

December 21 High School Boys 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
 

 

Contact Cheryl Pami with any questions at cpami@catchthespirit.org or call/text 
732-735-0916. 
 
 
 
 

High School Fellowship 
Leader: Cheryl Pami.  Place and time vary.  For the schedule, please check the worship service 
bulletin, the Student Ministry Parents and Volunteer page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami.  
We’ll meet a couple times a month.  All high school students invited, no sign ups necessary! 
Come share community while discovering faith and communicating God’s word in an open, 
friendly, Christian high school fellowship through mission and fun activities! 
 
 
 
 

High School Girls 
Leaders: Cheryl Pami and Danielle Witt.  Place: The Upper Room.  We’ll meet two Wednesdays 
per month, 6 – 8 p.m.  For the schedule, please check the worship service bulletin, the Student 
Ministry Parents and Volunteer page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami.  All girls in grades 
9 - 12 are cordially invited to join in on the conversation, community and perhaps calamity that 
is all about being a GIRL!  HS Girls group is intended for us to grow together, and we’ll make 
this small group what you feel you need to get through your week!  Join anytime! 
 
 
 
 

Soul Café 
How goes your soul?  What's it look like to live out your faith in your everyday lives?  What faith 
questions do you still wrestle with?  Soul Café tackles these questions (and more) each Sunday, 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. in Room 303.  Join us as we grab a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate and 
discuss these faith questions along with other current topics.  The Soul Café is open to all high 
school students and is facilitated by Jake Mule and Pastor Don. 
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Middle School Ministry 
 

December 5   MSM Gathering, 6 – 8 p.m., Room 304 

December 12   MSM Gathering 6- 8 p.m., KidZone 

December 21st – 22nd  MSM Winter Lock-In.  Details to come soon! 
 

Any questions, contact Vania Stevenson, MSM Director, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nursery News 
 

The nursery is open during both the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. services on Sunday mornings.  Silent 
pagers are available for you.  If you have a passion for young children and would like to 
volunteer, we could always use your help.  Books and bubbles and movies and music and toys!  
In other words, we have a lot FUN!!  Contact Kristi McCollum, Nursery Director, at 
kmccollum@catchthespirit.org for more information. 
 
 
 

Christmas Pageant Fellowship Group 
 

Wednesday, December 5th 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. tentative rehearsal. 
 

Saturday, December 8th 

12 – 3 p.m. - pageant lunch, dress rehearsal and set-up in Starr Hall and the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday, December 9th 

“Live from Bethlehem” during the 9:15 a.m. worship service.  The cast should arrive in the 
Rotunda by 8:15 a.m. 

 

RSVP to Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org if you have any questions. 
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KidVenture Corner 
 

December 2nd The children of KidVenture will have a Christmas pageant song rehearsal 
in the choir room with Trinity’s organist, MaryRose.  They’ll also be 
continuing the Christmas unit, “A Baby is Born” in their homerooms. 

 
December 9th Trinity’s annual Christmas pageant, “Live from Bethlehem,” will be 

performed during the 9:15 a.m. worship service.  All KidVenture students 
from the three-year-old class through the 5th grade will sing a special 
song in the pageant. 

 
December 16th The children will continue the Christmas unit, “A Baby is Born,” in their 

homerooms with crafts, games and songs. 
 
December 23rd The children of KidVenture will participate in a special mission moment.  

They’ll be filling the pencil cases that the Haiti team will bring to The 
Light and Peace School when they visit Haiti in January.  The children 
have been collecting supplies for the pencil cases, as well as creating 
small notes of inspiration and love to include in each case.  After the 9:15 
a.m. worship service, all are welcome in Starr Hall to help fill any cases 
that are left.  The children will also be having a small Christmas 
celebration in their homerooms. 

 
December 30th Special Movie Day in the KidZone and also Children’s Sabbath during 

the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We’re in the midst of the holiday season, our busiest time of year at the Pantry.  It’s not too late 
to organize a food drive to benefit people in our community.  Any and all donations of food and 
funds are truly appreciated and help to fight food insecurity right here in our area.  Your 
donation can help make the holidays a little brighter for people in need. 
 
We’re very thankful for all of our wonderful volunteers who work particularly hard during the 
holiday season.  Many people spend their time and energy to help meet this need in our 
community, and every volunteer is truly appreciated. 
 
Merry Christmas to all, and have a blessed New Year! 
 
 
During October, we served 1,299 people (432 families):  400 children, 751 adults and 148 
seniors. 
 
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take 
donations to the church office when it’s open.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church 
office, marked "Lord's Pantry" in the memo section. 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

❖ Family and friends on the death of Irma Thomi 
❖ Pam Patrick on the death of her mother, Ann Durkin 
❖ Wahneta Bears on the death of her mother, Janice Good 

 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Leaving a Legacy 
 

Have you made a final will and testament?  Please consider including a gift to your church.  
Some do this as a percentage of an estate, others as a fixed amount.  Others bequeath things 
like stock, life insurance proceeds or even land.  But however you choose, it makes an important 
final statement when you remember our church in your last will and testament. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Have a Green Christmas 
 

❖ Not all gifts have to be store bought.  Buy less.  Buy smart. 
 

❖ When it comes to adult family members, pick names to buy one gift. 
 

❖ Look for locally-made gifts.  Lots of items come from halfway around the world with the 
impact of transportation contributing to greenhouse emissions. 

 

❖ Give battery-free gifts.  About 40% of all battery sales happen at Christmas. 
 

❖ Avoid children’s toys that promote violence. 
 

❖ Re-gifting is okay.  Sure, you need to do this with care. 
 

❖ Get outside.  Try an annual Christmas bird count.  How many can you identify?  Plant a 
live tree.  Decorate a tree for the birds with seed balls and pine cones with peanut butter 
and suet. 

 

❖ Lower the impact of holiday lighting.  Reduce the size of outdoor displays.  Use LED 
lights inside.  Outdoor mini-lights save energy.  Turn out Christmas lights at bedtime. 

 

❖ Make homemade cards.  The number of throw-away cards sold during Christmas would 
fill a football field 10 stories high and require harvesting 300,000 trees. 

 

❖ Find alternatives to wrapping paper.  In the U.S., trash from shopping bags and gift wrap 
totals over 4 million tons.  Avoid glossy foil or metallic paper.  Reuse gift wrap if 
possible.  Use tape sparingly or not at all.  By not using tape, more of the paper can be 
recycled. 

 

❖ Recycle your Christmas tree.  Many communities offer a pickup or drop-off service. 
 
 
 
 

We don't need more parties, or decorations, or gifts, or worries, or expectations 

to be added to Christmas.  What we really need is some grace.  For ourselves and 

others.  And we need to love people. 
Susanna Foth Aughtmon, Mornings with Jesus 
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Missions 
Midnight Run 

We travel to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several 
designated locations.  Donate large or extra-large men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves 
and jackets; blankets and wash cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and 
socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream and 
deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  Monetary donations accepted.  Charlie Mule´ 
(rivendellatlv@earthlink.net). 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need people to 
help set up and break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at 
the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be 
paired with a veteran host. There’s always two people hosting at a time.  Mary Kashmanian 
(908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for food donations (908-813-3865). 

 
The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – Saturday, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 

 
Connect for Community 

The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase much-
needed items, including many that are free.  One coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds 
of items if enough folks bring it in.  Place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the 
Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 

 
Safe Harbor Ministry 
The fourth Saturday of every month, we take a meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, PA.  We 
meet at Trinity’s kitchen at 2:30 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner and eat 
with the residents, and then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, 
depending on how many adults participate in the trip.  Children are welcome to come with their parents.  
Cheryl Ferguson (908-798-1276; cherylferguson00@gmail.com). 

 
Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal.  Cheryl 
Pami (732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org) or Vania Stevenson (908-674-0200 or 
vstevenson@catchthespirit.org). 

 
Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
In-Prison Ministry:  We offer 12-week classes at Northern State Prison, a men’s institution.  Backpack 
Ministry:  This ministry provides released prisoners a few days’ worth of essential items, including 
toiletries, clothing, food and a bible.  Correspondence Ministry:  Correspond with an inmate who’s 
seeking to know Christ.  Peter Smith (psmithtrc@gmail.com). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

mailto:rivendellatlv@earthlink.net
mailto:cherylferguson00@gmail.com
mailto:cpami@catchthespirit.org
mailto:vstevenson@catchthespirit.org
mailto:psmithtrc@gmail.com


The View from Here 
 

Silent night.  Holy night.  As I’m writing this in November, the nights don’t seem very silent, nor 
do the days.  And it can take a leap of faith, so to speak, to see the holy.  The seasonal descent 
into darkness is both real and symbolic. 
 
If you stop and think about it long enough, you can end up realizing you need a strategy to 
tend to your life in a shepherding way, especially during the holiday season and the growing 
winter.  It’s a real mix.  There are all the holiday things that may make up your traditions.  Festive 
meals with friends and family, decorating and tree trimming, special holiday events.  We love 
the enchantment and beauty of the season. 
 
As Christians, we embrace the stunning reality of the embodied God’s entrance into the human 
world.  We give special thought to those who struggle to have any kind of Christmas 
celebration.  And if we can stop generating our furious energy, we can rest in a quiet place to 
breathe in the gladness of faith and grace. 
 
But there’s the world.  Rife with violence — the killing and wounding in rage or illness or terribly 
skewed ideology.  Disasters of fire and mighty winds and broken earth.  The polarization of 
beliefs and actions that threaten to pull our nation apart. 
 
Somehow, we have to find a way to encompass it all.  Suffering as sister to celebration.  
Frustration as brother to faith.  Trust as neighbor to despair.  And how well we tend to our lives 
with all of this isn’t a barometer of our ability to believe, a benchmark of how faith-filled we are 
and how well we appear to walk our Christian walk. 
 
Maybe we can just say we believe and God heal our unbelief when we think we’re pushed to our 
limit.  Keep saying the words of faith and trust, even when we’re feeling pretty wobbly.  Maybe 
we can hold space for those who are suffering and grieving, and listen without judgement to 
those who are brought up short with anger and frustration.  Wouldn’t this amount to giving 
gifts of grace?  Yes, and love the enchantment of Saint Nicholas and sparkling tree lights and 
fathomless nights filled with stars. 
 
We can think about the “other,” not in terms of people who are so different and therefore alien 
to us, but sometimes as people who are experiencing what we hope we never have to go 
through.  The others who can scarcely draw in a breath when they’re faced with Christmas.  The 
others who no longer have homes.  The others who stare at the spaces where their loved ones 
once stood, but do so no longer.  Maybe we can hold close the wonder and gift of Christ come 
to us, wrap that wonder around ourselves like a prayer shawl.  And then open it up so someone 
else can be embraced too.  I wish you all the peace that passes all understanding. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in December 
 

Chapel Ushers     Scripture Readers 
December 2 Dennis & Pattie Huff  December 2 Lou Ann Harris 
December 9 Rob De Vos   December 9  
December 16 Gary Kuipers   December 16 Leslie Felix-Mule 
December 23 Bonnie Palma & Betty Cyphers December 23 Jane Galley 
December 30 Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes  December 30 Tom Sokalski 
 

Greeters – 9:15 
December 2 Kate Stiner, Michele Risley, Amanda & Paul Cummings 
December 9 Alice Davis, Linda Feci, Linda Gonia 
December 16 Michele Risley, Lou Ann Harris, Dot & George Schmidling 
December 23 Karen Riccobono, Dot Schmidling, Gail & Bruce Howell 
December 30 TBD 
 

Greeters – 10:45 
December 2 Sue Bernard, LaNelle Hoffmann 
December 9 Cindy Hunt, LaNelle Hoffmann 
December 16 LaNelle Hoffmann 
December 23 Hope & David Dingley, LaNelle Hoffmann 
December 30 LaNelle Hoffmann 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
December 2 Rich Bonte, Prince Kelvin Tetteh, Tony Albanese, Cris & Bob Hom, Dave Wahl, Alyson Reynolds, 

Glenn Ashton 
December 9 Donna Re, Prince Kelvin Tetteh, Tony Albanese, Dave Wahl, Glenn Ashton, Karen Riccobono, Joyce 

Jensen, Keith Hoffman 
December 16 Curt Peirson, Prince Kelvin Tetteh, Tony Albanese, Pat Bristow, Dave Wahl, Rob De Vos, Joanne 

Steihl, Glenn Ashton 
December 23 Donna Re, Tony Albanese, Dave Wahl, Glenn Ashton, Joyce Jensen, Keith Hoffman, Linda Gonia, 

Lorry Fulton, Norm Graule 
December 30 Curt Peirson, Tony Albanese, Dave Wahl, Glenn Ashton, Keith Hoffman, Linda Gonia, Carol Theys, 

Joanne Steihl 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
December 2 John Torkos, Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Ed Thomas, Don 

Guelich, Linda McClune, Jerie Berkowitz 
December 9 Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Ed Thomas, Roger Hammond, 

Dell & Alf Nicholas, Gean Gallagher 
December 16 John Torkos, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Ed Thomas, Don Guelich, Roger 

Hammond, Dell & Alf Nicholas 
December 23 John Torkos, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Ed Thomas, Don Guelich, Roger Hammond, Joan 

& Bill Caldwell, Jerie Berkowitz, Vernon Kilkenny 
December 30 Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Mary Brigode, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Ed Thomas, 

Roger Hammond, Gean Gallagher, Jeff Schultz 
 

Welcome Table – 9:15   Welcome Table – 10:45 
December 2 Tom Kimpland  December 2 Cheryl Ferguson, Mike White 
December 9 Norm & Lorie Graule December 9 Rosie Jepson 
December 16 Deb Fisher  December 16 Alice Popelka 
December 23 Ann Jobbins  December 23 Mike White, Cheryl Ferguson 
December 30 Gail & Bruce Howell December 30 Relieve & Robert Benanti 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
December 2 Sandy Miko-Philhower Jacob Philhower  Ruben Espada 
December 9 Julie Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Laval Li Ah Kim 
December 16 Jacob Philhower  Steve Blazier  TBD 
December 23 Peter Smith  Sandy Miko-Philhower Don Harris 
December 30 Sandy Miko-Philhower Jacob Miko-Philhower TBD 
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