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From the Pastor 
 

Who Are You? 
 

Who are you?  That’s not a casual question, but rather, a deep and profound one.  For at the 
end of the day, when people look at our lives, they’ll see that we each have sent a message 
about who we are. 
 
That message is conveyed by what we choose to do with our lives, and with the time, talents 
and treasures that God has given us. 
 
My wife Karen and I have a plaque in our home that reads from the biblical book of Joshua: 
 

“AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.” 
 
We seek, by God’s grace, to be a family that serves the Lord.  That’s who we are. 
 
I invite you to pause and think about this significant question as you look at your life right now.  
Who are you as a follower of Jesus? 
 
On November 3rd and 4th, we each have a unique opportunity to answer that question, as we’re 
invited to come to worship to make a commitment of our treasure, talents and time to the work 
of the Lord next year.  When we do that we’re, in part, answering the question:  Who are you?  I 
hope you’ll be with your church family that weekend to give our answers. 
 

Together in Christ’s service, 

  Frank 
 
 
 
 

Commitment Weekend ~ November 3rd and 4th 
 

Bring your commitment card to worship as together we support our 2019 ministry 

with our pledges of time, talent and treasure. 
 

And joining us on Sunday, November 4th is Mark McVey, former Broadway singer of 

Les Miserable fame, where he sang the part of Jean Valjean for many years.  

Invite a friend to hear him offer a message in music at the 

9:15 and 10:45 worship services. 
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21-Day Gratitude Challenge 
 

Increasingly, scientists, counselors, pastors, psychologists and many more are coming to 
agreement that GRATITUDE is at the heart of a joyful and fulfilling life.  And while we annually 
celebrate Thanksgiving and momentarily focus on gratitude that weekend, this fall at Trinity, we 
make a challenge to you. 
 

THE 21-DAY GRATITUDE CHALLENGE 
 

This three-week challenge centers on a Gratitude Journal that we’ll give to those who wish to 
participate.  The journal has 21 pages of daily gratitude activities, encouraging participants to 
write down some things related to gratitude.  For example, one day invites participants to write 
down the names of five people outside of your family who you thank God for, and why.  Each 
day’s activity will take about five – ten minutes, and help us stay focused on the act of gratitude. 
 
Gratitude Journals will be given out in late October and on November 4th and 5th.  The 21-day 
challenge begins on November 10th and lasts through the 30th. 
 
Why not take the challenge and spend 21 days paying close attention to giving thanks to God.  
You’ll be surprised at the deeper joy you’ll discover. 
 
 
 
 

Annual Church Conference on November 5th 
 

The Annual Church Conference of our congregation will be held on Monday, November 5th at 
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This meeting brings our District Superintendent, Dr Steven Bechtold, to 
us as he leads our conference of worship, business and celebration of ministry.  All church 
members have voice and vote, and are encouraged to attend. 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Recognition on November 11th 
 

We’re grateful to and for the many people in our congregation who have served in the armed 
forces of our country.  On Sunday, November 11th during the 10:45 a.m. worship service, 
Veterans Day, we’ll recognize those whom we know who have served.  If you or a loved one or 
friend would like to be included, please call the church office right away so your name may be 
included in the worship bulletin.  Then plan to be in worship on the 11th to be recognized. 
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  Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

Once again Trinity offers the community and the congregation a free 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner on Thursday, November 22nd, Thanksgiving Day.  The 

meal will be held from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in Starr Hall.  All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 

 Set your clocks back on the night of November 3rd. 
Daylight Saving Time ends on November 4th. 

 
 
 
 

A Party with a Purpose 
 

On Sunday, November 25th in the Rotunda, between the 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship services, 
we’ll have a “toiletries packing party” as we gather to assemble hundreds of toiletry bags for 
distribution to the homeless.  This is a great mission moment in which children, youth, senior 
citizens and all can participate.  Mark your calendar and plan to come to the party. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 
Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, November 5th 
November 5th, the Martha Friendship Circle will meet at 2 p.m. in the Heath Room at Heath Village.  We’ll 
be honoring our veterans.  John Torkos, a military re-enactor and a member of Trinity, will talk to us 
about the veterans of World War I.  He’ll be dressed in the uniform of that time and share stories of 
Hackettstown World War I veterans.  You don’t want to miss this interesting presentation.  Invite your 
friends, your husbands and any veterans you may know.  This will be a fascinating meeting.  Come and 
join us, and I promise we’ll have delicious snacks.  Hope to see you then!  If you have any questions, call 
908-852-6431. 

 
Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, November 10th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 

 
New Members Reception:  Sunday, December 2nd 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, December 1st, and on the 2nd, a class at 9:15 a.m. and 
reception into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find Trinity is a 
good place for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more information or to join, let one 
of the pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes 
form in the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 

 
Baptism:  Sunday, November 18th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  For 
information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our website.  The next 
baptism dates are January 20th and March 17th. 
 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network:  December 16th – 23rd 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, November 24th 

 

Midnight Run: Midnight Run Saturday, November 24th 
Breakfast Run Sunday, December 9th 

 

Bread of Life Ministry   Saturday, November 3rd 
 
 
Greetings Ministry ~ Sunday, October 11th 

 

Come to the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall.  We have cards, envelopes, stamps and the 
names of people who need a friendly, caring greeting from Trinity.  All you need to do is sit 
down for a few minutes and write a note of compassion and hope.  Or you may know someone 
who would enjoy receiving a greeting.  We also want to send mail to service men and women to 
let them know we remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any military folks to 
Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
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Commitment Weekend is November 3rd and 4th! 
 

The In HIS Steps Ministry Team has been working diligently to help everyone be aware of their 
time, talents and treasures and how critical the sharing of these by parishioners is to the vital 
ministry of Trinity Church. 
 
Trinity is a good steward of all of its resources, and we’ve been able to accomplish so much 
through our ministries and missions.  There is much more to be done. 
 
You’ve been invited to dream big dreams for God here at Trinity, and it’s with your commitment 
to our continuing ministries that these dreams will come to be. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in worship at any of our four services on Commitment Weekend 
as you come forward and make your commitment to God.  Our ministry team goal is that each 
person at Trinity becomes more involved in ministry and mission.  We also invite you all to 
prayerfully consider increasing your financial giving by 1% from the previous year.  Imagine.  
Dream big dreams for God.  Be bold in your faith, trusting in God to always provide. 
 

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they? 

Matthew 6:26 

 
The In His Steps Ministry Team 
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  Join Us for Our Advent Study 
 
A virgin birth.  God’s son…a helpless baby.  Fleeing certain death.  Nothing about the Christmas 
story is ordinary.  Mike Slaughter says it’s enough to confound the mind and make the heart 
contrite.  In his book, Down to Earth, Slaughter presents a four-week Advent study that opens 
up God’s Christmas surprise to us and examines how it changed everything. 
 
Evening 
Leader:  Kathy Grimwood (kggrim@gmail.com or 702-374-5301) 
Start Date:  Tuesday, November 27 
Time:  7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Duration: 4 weekly sessions 
Location:  Room 104 
Cost:   $12 for course materials (assistance available, if needed) 

 
Day 
Leader:  Rev. Deb De Vos (ddevos@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020, ext. 17) 
Start Date:  Wednesday, November 28 
Time:    Noon - 1 p.m. 
Duration:  3 weekly sessions 
Location:  TH 400 
Cost:   $12 for course materials (assistance available, if needed) 

 
Online 
An online opportunity for any who prefer this way of connection or who can’t join an in-person group for 
other reasons. 
 

Leader:  Rev. Deb De Vos (ddevos@catchthespirit.org or 908-852-3020, ext. 17) 

Start Date: Monday, November 26 
Cost:  $12 for course materials (assistance available, if needed) 
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Participate in a Savor Supper 

 
 

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Suppers include no more than five women plus the host allowing for 
women to really connect with one another over a simple meal.  If you’re willing to open your 
home for a Supper, please email Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  You choose the date 
and time!  Please include that information in your email. 
 
 
 
 

New Social Media Manager Hired 
 

Trinity continues to seek to communicate with the community and all of its parishioners, and 
increasingly that needs to be through social media.  So our Administrative Board recently hired 
Elsa Todd to be our new part-time Social Media Manager.  Elsa will be distributing 
communications through all of the existing social media platforms, as well as those that may 
emerge.  She’ll work from the church office several hours a week. 
 
 
 
 

 Election Day November 6th
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God in Many Faces Ministry 
Carol Kitchell 

 

With gratitude for the efforts of one of our members, Victor DeSousa, in September 
Hackettstown officially became by Resolution of the Warren County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders along with the Warren County Department of Human Services, the first town in 
Warren County to achieve a Stigma-Free Town status. 
 
In Victor’s words:  This particular honor is extremely significant and without a doubt will create a 
ripple effect in the rest of the county.  The opportunities and challenges now placed ahead of us 
will give all of those suffering under a cloud of embarrassment, shame and even fear, an 
opportunity to finally face their fears and conditions with the certainty that they’ll be heard.  I 
am proud of this team.  I am thankful for the support and faith of Pastor Frank in allowing me to 
gather the elements under the auspices of Trinity Church.  I am thankful to Mayor Maria Di 
Giovanni, who without hesitation, joined this task force and helped get this accomplished.  We 
have a plan and high expectations.  The road is long and will not be without bumps, but one at 
a time, the steps will be taken, the obstacles surpassed and ultimately lives will be saved. 
 
What is stigma?  Historically and very simply, a stigma is a “mark of disgrace” which results from 
the perceptions and judgement of others.  As I stated in my speech to the council, stigma is a 
form of violence.  It’s genderless, ageless and colorblind.  It holds no political affiliation, and a 
society with stigmas is one that does not look at or treat all of its members as equals.  It tells 
those victimized by stigmas that they are not as worthy, that they are inferior and do not 
belong.  Experiences and feelings of shame, embarrassment, distress and hopelessness are the 
immediate consequences and so there’s a reluctance by those affected to seek or accept help. 
 
We’re forming a task force, the goal of which is to disseminate information, start the necessary 
conversations, and foster stigma-free environments where people are free from shame and 
judgement so they can seek and get the help they need.  Ultimately by establishing stigma-free 
communities, awareness will break down barriers and no one will need to feel hopeless or alone. 
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Grant for Trinity’s ESL Program 
 

The Hackettstown Medical Center Community Advisory Board has approved the grant 
application from Trinity for support of our ESL (English as a Second Language) program.  The 
full amount of the grant application was approved for $8,300. 
 

This is good news on a couple of levels.  The hospital recognizes that this is an important 
community service with mental health connections, and the community will hear more about it 
through the hospital public relations department.  Our congregation will again hear how 
valuable this ministry is, and our 2019 budget will feel some relief. 
 

Special thanks to Tammy Bormann for writing the grant application.  The check presentation will 
be in a few weeks, and we’ll keep you informed.  Thanks again for the part each of you play in 
our shared ministry. 
 
 
 
 

Active Shooter Seminar Report 
 

On October 1st, Trinity sponsored a seminar led by the Chief of Staff of the Warren Country 
Prosecutors office on how to respond to an active shooter situation. 
 

There was a large turnout of 55 people to hear very important basic information on security 
matters for churches.  Attending were all of the pastors, three head ushers, all of the church 
office staff, children’s ministry and VBS leaders and teachers, administrative board leaders, Thrift 
Shop staff, members of our Board of Trustees and others.  We were also pleased to welcome 
representatives from five other churches. 
 

The information learned in the seminar will help Trinity form the basis of a renewed security 
plan, including a team of people who will serve as coordinators.  Our goal will be to provide a 
campus where people are as safe as possible, with trained volunteers who know what to do in 
the case of an emergency.  Please watch church communications in the future for further details 
as they emerge. 
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UMM Matters 
Bill Blaskopf 

 

We had a good-sized crowd as we restarted our second Saturday monthly breakfasts on 
October 13th.  We thank God for Peter Sewell and his “crew” for cooking yet another fabulous 
breakfast.  I led us in a discussion of the United Methodist’s Social Principles unit on The Social 
Community.  Everyone came away with new insights into our church’s position on some issues. 
 
November 10th, John Torkos will help us celebrate Veteran’s Day by doing a presentation that 
highlights WW I veterans from Hackettstown.  John will be bringing some of his personal 
memorabilia, including the WW I uniform he wears during reenactments.  We’ll also recognize 
our veterans who are present, and the Hackettstown American Legion Post will provide an 
Honor Guard. 
 
December 8th, we’ll have our annual Christmas celebration.  Details are still being finalized, but it 
will involve the singing of Christmas carols.  January 12th, Steve Somers will speak to us on the 
very important topic of “Encouraging Your Children/Grandchildren to Reach Their Potential.”  
Please invite all family members to attend. 
 
Our breakfast programs for the first half of 2019 are nearing completion.  Finally, we continue to 
sell Trinity Name Badges.  If you haven’t gotten yours, please look for the forms around church.  
We send in an order whenever we get to about 10 badges. 
 
Please remember, UMM is not just for men.  We invite all members of Trinity to attend.  
Among our goals is to provide: a sense of community, a meaningful presentation, and a 
fantastic breakfast. 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

✓ Monarch caterpillars have been spotted in Trinity’s Monarch Waystation munching on 
the milkweed plants we have there for them.  It’s expected that they’ll complete their 
feeding and transition into the chrysalis stage of metamorphosis in the coming weeks.  
It’s wonderful to see evidence of our efforts on behalf of these beautiful and endangered 
creatures. 
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Thrift Shop News 
Maureen Storey 

 
I have so many people for whom I’m thankful.  The support and camaraderie and the 
exceptional running of the Thrift Shops has me feeling overwhelmed at times — the generous 
sharing of our volunteers’ time, talent and excellent sense of good humor.  Kindness and 
compassion are replete in our volunteer corps.  I’m very grateful for all. 
 
We’ve welcomed some new volunteers in these last months:  Mary Lee Madden, Danielle Lenar-
Cummins, Nancy Cummins, Cathy Speranza, Judy Onderko, Pat Bristow, Jacob Pami and Linda 
Callahan.  And Dylan and Devon Volpe, whose mom, Michelle Crisman, wanted them to learn 
the importance of volunteering this summer so they spent every Thursday working in the Barn 
doing quality control on games, puzzles, CDs and DVDs; sorting nails, screws and bolts; and 
cleaning up trash, while big sister Siena helped out in the Top Shop.  Super kids all.  Learning 
the lesson of giving back and sharing at a young age.  Moments of grace. 
 
Our volunteers range in age from 11 to 93.  Where do you fall on that spectrum?  There is room 
and a task for everyone!  Do you have special interests?  We have people who focus solely on 
one area of interest:  jewelry, crafts, books, cards, handbags, school and office supplies, 
researching items, organizing, merchandising, sorting, pricing, window displays, and end cap 
displays.  And then there are the generalists.  Give them a task and they run with it!  So much 
enthusiasm, creativity and ability to think outside the box!  We’re still looking for people who 
like to fix things, especially furniture!  People who like art and wall décor.  And a lighting 
specialist!  The time you share does not have to be great, but the impact is felt farther than you 
can imagine:  from two young boys sorting screws and nails to a man who purchases a jar of 
nails for $1 and is so excited that he can fix something at home and that he found what he 
needed at the Thrift Shop.  The woman who doesn’t have a ton of money who finds the perfect 
“New with Tags” (NWT) dress for her daughter’s wedding – all silk and she looked spectacular in 
it!  The bride who found a dress that made her (and everyone in the shop) cry.  It was perfect 
(NWT).  The young couple starting out who’re looking for a few decent pieces of furniture and 
who find a treasure trove of great items to get them started.  The family that had been homeless 
for over a year getting a new start and being gifted with tables and chairs and beds and 
dressers and desks and lights and carpets and dishes…and more.  There is so much to share.  
There is so much to be grateful for. 
 
We have two lovely volunteers who have stepped forward to keep the shop open on Thursdays, 
three - five p.m., so we don’t have to close and reopen.  This gives us the ability to keep our 
doors open for people who have been unable to get here by three – something I hear about a 
lot!  I’m so thankful for Danielle and Edna. 
 
We’re truly blessed at the Thrift Shop with good-hearted people, abundant “stuff”, laughter, and 
knowing that we share in a ministry to help others.  What do you have to be thankful for?  Enjoy 
the many blessings you’ve been bequeathed and share them with others this season. 
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Another Caravan of Hope Response 
 

Our September mission of feeding 5,500 people in partnership with 45 other churches, missions 
and soup kitchens has led to many thank you notes coming from partners.  Here’s the latest. 
 
Dear Trinity, 
 

Thank you for inviting us to come alongside you and be a shepherd to the shepherdless.  Our 
young adult ministry took hold of the reins for this project and it was a HUGE success.  We were 
able to distribute all 500 of the meals you provided to us, even in the rain.  It felt good to be a 
part of the solution for those in need.  Please let us know how we can continue to partner with 
you to make a difference in His Kingdom. 
 

Shalom, 
Rev. Dennis Blackwell, Lead Pastor 
Asbury UMC 
Woodlynne, N.J. 

 
 

 
 

“Often in our church communities there is a sense that if we don’t ‘believe’ we are 

somehow deficient.  In people’s rush to alleviate their own discomfort, they 

encourage others who are struggling to ‘trust’ or find ‘faith’.” 
Christine Valters Paintner 

 
 
 
 

Jr. Prayer Shawl 
 

We’d love to have YOU join us for the November 14th meeting of the Jr. 
Prayer Shawl small fellowship ministry group which is for kids, eight years 

old and older.  Our November meeting will be 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  
Mrs. Thorp, Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and Mrs. Neumann are looking forward 

to seeing you!  If you have any questions, please contact Ginny Thorp at 
gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 908-852-3020, ext. 16 or 908-894-0173 (cell). 
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IGNITE Conference 
 

A conference for youth from New Jersey United Methodist churches was held in Wildwood 
September 28th – 30th.  This year’s theme was World Changers:  A generation united for Jesus 
Christ, equipped to make a difference and IGNITE our hearts and souls.  This year, Trinity 
had 35 youth and 16 adult participants. 
 
Youth 
Austin Alexander Courtney Hoff Kenneth Lazorchak 
Sam Anzel Nick Hoff Matthew Lazorchak 
Ainsley Bee Autumn Hoover Elisabeth Pami 
Calvin Bee Summer Hoover Adrianna Roessner 
Liam Bee Maddie Hopko Nicole Sink 
Rhiannon Bernard Basil Iacampo Abigail Savokinas 
Maddy Blanford Lauren Itkor Marissa Schulte 
Grace Brameyer Megan Kerwin Alexis Thornton 
Belle Browns Gretchen Klimas Carolyn Weiss 
Emma Browns John Klimas Ryan Whittle 
Ian Dorman Megan Mastrantonio Brady Witt 
Olivia Gebhard Jonathan Lazorchak  

 

Adults 
Rich Bennett Tara Hopko Scott Savokinas 
Ally Blanford Laura Iacampo Vania Stevenson 
Bill Blaskopf Kristi McCollum Arlene Van Horn 
Evie Dorman Devon McDonough Kayla Woods 
Liz Falco Anthony Pami  
Don Gebhard Cheryl Pami  

 
 
 
 
High School Fellowship 
 

Leader: Cheryl Pami.  Place and time vary.  For the schedule, please check the worship service 
bulletin, the Student Ministry Parents and Volunteer page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami.  
We’ll meet a couple times a month.  All high school students invited, no sign ups necessary! 
Come share community while discovering faith and communicating God’s Word in an open, 
friendly, Christian high school fellowship through mission and fun activities! 
 
High School Girls 
 

Leaders: Cheryl Pami and Danielle Witt.  Place: The Upper Room.  We’ll meet two Wednesdays 
per month, 6 – 8 p.m.  For the schedule, please check the worship service bulletin, the Student 
Ministry Parents and Volunteer page on Facebook or contact Cheryl Pami.  All girls in grades 
9 - 12 are cordially invited to join in on the conversation, community and perhaps calamity that 
is all about being a GIRL!  HS Girls group is intended for us to grow together, and we’ll make 
this small group what you feel you need to get through your week!  Join anytime! 
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November High School Ministry Calendar 
 

November 3 Bread of Life Mission RSVP only, space is limited! 
6 – 12th graders 

November 7 HS Girls 6 – 8 p.m. 
November 7 HS Boys 7 – 9 p.m. 
November 14 HS Friendsgiving! 

 
6:30 – 9 p.m. 
RSVP + bring a food to share 
and an ornament to decorate 
our HS Christmas tree. 

November 16 - 17 NYC 9 Mission Trip Sign up by Nov. 2nd. 
For 9th graders.  See the 
church website. 

November 16 - 19 DC Encounter Mission Trip For 7th & 8th graders + 
10th – 12th graders.  See the 
church website. 
 

November 28 HS Fellowship TBD Details to follow. 
 

Contact Cheryl Pami with any questions at cpami@catchthespirit.org or call/text 
732-735-0916. 
 
 
 
 

Middle School Ministry 
 

 
 

Any questions, contact Vania Stevenson, MSM Director, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
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Nursery News 
Hello from Trinity's youngest.  As always, the nursery is open during both the 9:15 and 
10:45 a.m. services on Sunday mornings.  Silent pagers are available for you.  If you have a 
passion for young children and would like to volunteer, we could always use your help.  Books 
and Bubbles and Movies and Music and Toys!  In other words, we have a lot FUN!!  On top of all 
the fun, one of the things we’ll do each month is work on a special project.  Contact Kristi 
McCollum, Nursery Director, at kmccollum@catchthespirit.org for more information. 
 
 

Soul Café 
Soul Café calling all high school students!  How goes YOUR Soul?  What's it look like "to live out 
your faith" in your everyday lives?  What faith questions do you still wrestle with?  The brand 
new "Soul Café" will tackle these questions (and more) each Sunday, 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. in Room 
303 (across from the Upper Room in the big church).  Join us as we grab a cup of coffee, tea or 
hot chocolate and discuss these faith questions along with other current topics.  The Soul Café 
is open to all high school students and is facilitated by Jake Mule and Pastor Don. 
 
 

Christmas Pageant Fellowship Group 
Continuing in November is the Christmas Pageant Fellowship group!  All children in 4th, 5th, 6th 
and 7th grades are invited to participant in this year’s Christmas Pageant which will be held on 
Sunday, December 9th during the 9:15 a.m. worship service.  The November rehearsal dates are 
November 12th and 19th, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.  November 28th is a dress rehearsal and dinner, 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  We’ll spend our time learning, sharing and practicing for the pageant.  RSVP to 
Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org if you would like to join this group or if you have any 
questions. 
 
 

KidVenture Corner 
 

Sunday, November 4th, 11th and 18th 
“Jonah and the Fish” Unit - the students will rotate through art, movement and spiritual 
practices as they hear the story of Jonah and the fish and learn that with God’s help we can do 
great things. 
 

Sunday, November 4th 
Halloween candy tithe program.  The children are encouraged to bring in 10% of their 
Halloween candy and donate it to The Lord’s Pantry.  This collection will take place during the 
KidVenture and Church School classes.  November 4th is also Commitment Sunday when the 
children should bring their pledge cards to their classes, offering to share some of their time, 
treasure and talents with others. 
 

Sunday, November 11th 
Bible Blast for the 3rd grade will take place during the KidVenture hour.  The 3rd graders should 
bring the Bible they received on Bible Sunday. 
 

Sunday, November 25th 
Homeroom unit:  “A Baby is Born” will begin. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

We’d like to thank everyone who donated food items during our annual Congregational Food 
Drive.  If you were unable to drop something off the weekend of October 28th – 29th, it’s not too 
late!  Your bag can be returned to the Pantry when we’re open, or to the church office.  If you’d 
like to make a monetary donation instead, checks can be mailed to the church office. 
 

As usual during this time of the year, we’re asking for donations for our Thanksgiving 
distribution.  We anticipate that we’ll be handing out approximately 400 food baskets, which will 
include a turkey and all the trimmings needed for a complete holiday dinner and dessert.  Any 
and all donations toward this extra food distribution are appreciated.  The needed food items 
include turkey gravy, canned vegetables (corn, carrots, peas, mixed vegetables), cranberry sauce, 
stuffing mix and instant potatoes.  We’re particularly in need of frozen turkeys. 
 

Now is a great time to host a food drive at your business, school or organization.  Thank you 
for supporting us as we try to make the holidays a little brighter for people in need in our 
community! 
 

During September, we served 1,072 people (367 families – 56 new):  307 children, 633 adults 
and 132 seniors. 
 
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take 
donations to the church office when it’s open.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church 

office, marked "Lord's Pantry" in the memo section. 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

❖ The Rittenhouse, Ernst and Ryan families on the death of Jessica Rittenhouse 
❖ Tracy Langel on the death of her father, Richard Langel 
❖ Carol Munro on the death of her cousin, Jackie Munro 
❖ David Izatt on the death of his brother, Bob 
❖ Lisa Mayer on the death of her mother, Miriam Mayer 
❖ Nancy DeWitt and family on the death of her mother 
❖ Friends and family of Jean Mills 

 
 
 

Be a Secret Angel for a Sick Child 
 

Be a Secret Angel for a child in the New York Methodist Hospital.  There will be boxes by the 
church doors to collect unwrapped gifts in gift bags for children.  Please put an Angel tag on 
the gift bag noting whether the gift is for a boy or girl and the age.  Tags will be available 
through KidVenture and in the church lobby. 
 

Gifts need to be in the collection boxes no later than December 9th.  Thank you for being a 
Secret Angel and bringing joy to a sick child this Christmas. 
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September Baptisms 
 

Ella Marie Cornman   daughter of James Cornman and Alainna DePoalo 
 

Aidan Gavin Grablewski son of Henry and Jessica Grablewski and grandson of 
Debbie Shanley 

 

Joshua Vincent Mercurio-Masker son of Jill Masker and Jennifer Mercurio 
 

Isabella Noelle Zita daughter of Joseph Zita Jr. and Lauren Santarelli-Zita 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Have You Done It Yet? 
 

Have you made a final will and testament?  Many people have not, and when a person dies 
without a will, his or her estate decisions can be made by a person who does not know the final 
wishes or who does not even know the person.  We bless our families with good end-of-life 
planning by having a will in which our final wishes are clear.  And in your will, please consider 
including a gift to your church.  Some do this as a percentage of an estate, others as a fixed 
amount.  And yet others bequeath things like stock, life insurance proceeds or even land.  But 
however you choose, it makes an important final statement when you remember our church in 
your last will and testament. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Angel Tree Prison Ministry 
 

Please be watching for the Angel Tree in the church lobby to get a child’s name and gift 

request in order to purchase a Christmas gift of approximately $20 on behalf of an 

incarcerated parent.  This will help keep the child knowing the parent still loves and cares 

and strengthen the relationship. 

Be a Christmas Angel for a child this year. 
 

If you’d be interested in being a part of this ministry, we’re in need of people to help 

deliver gifts before Christmas Eve, people to verify child information and gift requests, 

and people to send a handwritten note to incarcerated parents letting them know their 

child received their gift and personal message.  Please contact 

Liz Falco at thefalcos@comcast.net or 908-813-3321. 
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Missions 
Midnight Run 
We travel to New York City to distribute food, clothing and toiletries to the homeless in several designated locations.  
Donate large or extra-large men’s jeans, coats, hooded sweatshirts, shirts, gloves and jackets; blankets and wash 
cloths; men’s shoes (all sizes, esp. 10 - 12); new men’s underwear and socks; travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap, disposable razors, shaving cream and deodorant; tote bags; gallon-sized Ziploc® bags.  Monetary 
donations accepted.  Charlie Mule´ (rivendellatlv@earthlink.net). 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Our guests are Warren County homeless in the process of seeking a place to live.  We need people to help set up and 
break down, make meals and act as hosts.  Hosting shifts are 5 – 9 p.m. and overnight at the church, 9 p.m. – 6:30 a.m.  
If you’re a new host, we’ll give you a short training session and you’ll be paired with a veteran host. There’s always 
two people hosting at a time.  Mary Kashmanian (908-684-5362); Carol Munro (908-892-6536); Linda Gonia for food 
donations (908-813-3865). 

 
The Thrift Shop 
Donate clothes and household items in good condition.  Hours for shopping are Tuesday – Saturday, 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday, 5 – 7 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off Tuesday – Saturday, 
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Barn. 

 
Connect for Community 
The Lord’s Pantry uses coupons from weekly newspaper fliers and magazines to help purchase much-needed items, 
including many that are free.  One coupon from a weekly flier can translate into hundreds of items if enough folks 
bring it in.  Place your unused coupons in the marked boxes located in the Rotunda, Trinity House and the Pantry. 

 
Safe Harbor Ministry 
The fourth Saturday of every month, we take a meal to residents of a homeless shelter in Easton, PA.  We meet at 
Trinity’s kitchen at 2:30 p.m., prepare the meal, depart for Safe Harbor at 5, serve dinner and eat with the residents, 
and then depart for home by 7 p.m.  The cost is a share of the dinner expenses, depending on how many adults 
participate in the trip.  Children are welcome to come with their parents.  Cheryl Ferguson (908-798-1276; 
cherylferguson00@gmail.com). 

 
Bread of Life Mission 
Students in grades 6 – 12, their friends and families go to Newton to serve the homeless a meal.  Cheryl Pami 
(732-735-0916 or cpami@catchthespirit.org) or Vania Stevenson (908-674-0200 or vstevenson@catchthespirit.org). 

 
Trinity’s Prison Ministry 
In-Prison Ministry:  We offer 12-week classes at Northern State Prison, a men’s institution.  Backpack Ministry:  This 
ministry provides released prisoners a few days’ worth of essential items, including toiletries, clothing, food and a 
bible.  Correspondence Ministry:  Correspond with an inmate who’s seeking to know Christ.  Peter Smith 
(psmithtrc@gmail.com). 
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The View from Here 
 

When I sit down to write, whether it’s for Tidings or another venue, I think about what’s going 
on.  Right now, I’m seeing a lot happening.  We’re on the cusp of the holiday season as we 
approach Thanksgiving.  Commitment Weekend has arrived, the annual opportunity to seat 
ourselves within the church community through renewal or beginnings. 
 
In the larger sphere, we continue to see divisiveness and discord in our nation, and a sense that 
in some ways we’re regressing.  Voices are crying out as others are being silenced. 
 
On a personal level, I continue in the turbulence of transition, as are others.  I know that many in 
our church family are enduring all manner of rough circumstances.  I’m always looking for 
touchstones and signposts, for true north on my life compass, and I’m guessing I’m not alone. 
 
I feel like I need to throw all of this in the pot and stir it around.  And when I do that, what rises 
to the surface are some good things.  Gratitude is like the golden key that helps us open those 
heavy doors of pain and trials and fears and pass through to a little better space, if even for a 
short time.  Thanksgiving is really a 365-day chance to put a different spin on our distress or 
aggravation.  I’m not going to say that it’s easy to find something to be grateful for on the worst 
days, but it sure is worth the effort. 
 
Entering the Advent season — the dark journey into winter — can be a time of incubation, like 
seeds deep in the ground stretching into new life.  A time of waiting and quiet expectation.  
Commitment Weekend invokes contemplation.  What are we doing in Trinity that we know we 
want to continue to do?  Is the spirit calling us to take a chance on becoming involved in a new 
ministry or mission?  How do we really think about our money and giving?  Is it time to step out 
of the safe place and grow?  To try on a new faith community role for size?  This is a big house 
with a lot of rooms and jobs and opportunities. 
 
We don’t walk in the church’s doors and leave the world behind.  Yes, when we worship, we do 
step aside from the stuff of our daily lives to dwell for a time in a sacred place.  But we’re willing 
to wrestle with the problems of our society, or we should be.  Feeding people who don’t have 
enough food and creating partners in the effort, bringing a stigma-free town campaign to 
fruition, taking an unflinching look at teenage suicide, forging alliances with those of other 
faiths, helping our kids see the real world and giving them the chance to care.  Yes, even 
learning what we need to do to protect our people from violent predators.  All of this is part of 
our church’s efforts to throw some light into dark places.  We learn.  We grow.  We change. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in November 
 

Chapel Ushers     Scripture Readers 
November 4 Dennis & Pattie Huff  November 4 Vania Stevenson 
November 11 Rob De Vos   November 11 Carolyn Sunday 
November 18 Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers November 18 Tish Carpenter 
November 25 Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes  November 25 Linda Gonia 

 
Greeters – 9:15 
November 4 LouAnn Harris, Rebecca & Kevin Hopler 
November 11 Gail & Bruce Howell, Karen Riccobono 
November 18 Nancy Harte, Alice Davis 
November 25 TBD 

 
Greeters – 10:45 
November 4 Deborah Shanley 
November 11 Rosemary & David Robertson 
November 18 Rosemary & David Robertson 
November 25 TBD 

 
Ushers – 9:15 
November 4 Donna Re, Dave Wahl, Linda Feci, Reggie Nonez, Bette & Dave Sprandel, Joanne Steihl, Tony 

Albanese 
November 11 Curt Peirson, Karen Riccobono, Dave Wahl, Alyson Reynolds, Reggie Nonez, Bette & Dave Sprandel, 

Kate Stiner 
November 18 Rich Bonti, Dave Wahl, Linda Feci, Michele Risley, Reggie Nonez, Bette & Dave Sprandel, Joanne 

Steihl 
November 25 Curt Peirson, Dave Wahl, Reggie Nonez, Bette & Dave Sprandel, Edna Burton, Tony Albanese, Rob 

De Vos 

 
Ushers – 10:45 
November 4 John Torkos, Joan & Bill Caldwell, Pat Mullen, Gean Gallagher, Carol Munro, Cindy Munley, Jeff 

Schultz, Agnes Ell, Joan Roehrich 
November 11 Kathryn Twaddell, Pat Mullen, Gean Gallagher, Don Guelich, Joan Crouse, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, 

Mary Brigode, Roger Hammond 
November 18 John Torkos, Joan & Bill Caldwell, Rey & Bob Benanti, Pat Mullen, Jerie Berkowitz, Vernon Kilkenny, 

Carol Munro, Cindy Munley 
November 25 Kathryn Twaddell, Pat Mullen, Don Guelich, Joan Crouse, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Mary Brigode, 

Roger Hammond 

 
Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 

November 4 Jacob Philhower  Jacob Philhower  Ruben Espada 
November 11 Peter Smith  Lori DeLorenzo  Don Harris 
November 18 Keith Ryan  Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
November 25 Joe Racz   Sandy Miko-Philhower Ruben Espada 
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Thanksgiving Litany 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
 

We give thanks for this good earth, your gift to us and our home, and we pray for 
wisdom and gentleness to care for your creation, O God. 
 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing. 
 

We gather with grateful hearts, remembering your mercy and strength, your justice and 
your compassion, your goodness and your grace. 
 

Know that the Lord is God. 
 

May we live what we know of you and strive for what you seek, O God. 
 

We are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 

In humility we pray for the entire human family, remembering those in need, and all 
who are alone, dishonored or excluded. 
 

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s courts with praise. 
 

Move us through thanksgiving and praise to action.  Use us to heal wherever there is 
violence and harm. 
 

Give thanks to God, bless God’s name. 
 

May we embrace your just purpose, O God, and offer ourselves in prophetic witness. 
 

For the Lord is good. 
 

We pray for your goodness to flow outward, flooding this world with love. 
 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
 

We pray for your loving purpose in every life this day and into the days to come. 
 

And God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward (North Carolina UMC Annual Conference) 
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