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From the Pastor 
 

Whose Church Is It, Anyway? 
 

Occasionally, a person whom I don’t know will stop me on the street or in a store and say 
something like, “Isn’t Trinity your church?” 
 
And while I know what they’re trying to ask, I’ll usually respond by saying, “It’s the church where 
I’m the pastor.” 
 
And this is a very important matter.  Because the church never belongs to a pastor, or a 
committee or a congregation. 
 
The church is God’s church.  And every one of us is a part of God’s church. 
 
God created the church.  God called it into being through Jesus, and God gave the church its 
mission and ministry.  The work that we do is God’s work.  The visions we seek to fulfill are 
God’s visions.  The purposes we stand on are God’s purposes. 
 
Everything about the church is about God. 
 
You and I are the stewards of God’s church, and we’re called to certain functions within it.  But 
from the beginning, now and forever more, the church is God’s church. 
 
And how blessed we all are to be a part of God’s church called Trinity. 
 

Blessings, 

    Frank 
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Human Relations Day Recognition on February 3rd 
 

This year, the Worship Ministry Team will recognize law enforcement professionals.  Please plan 
to attend the 10:45 a.m. worship service on February 3rd to recognize and say thank you to those 
who serve and protect our communities. 
 
 
 
 

Special Session of the UMC General Conference 
 

February 23rd – 26th, a special session of the United Methodist Church’s highest deliberative 
body, the General Conference, will be held.  This session, called for three years ago, will deal 
exclusively with issues of human sexuality and church policy.  Specifically up for discussion are 
three proposals regarding the ordination of homosexual clergy and same-sex marriages.  Details 
of the proposals being brought forth on are the UMC website at www.wayforward@umcom.org. 
 
 
 
 

ASP's Third Annual Talent Extravaganza 
 

February 22nd at 6 p.m. in Trinity House 
 

Join us for a great night of fun and lively celebration.  Admission is free and food 

will be available for purchase.  There will be a goodwill offering. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 
Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, February 4th 
Martha Friendship Circle will meet on Monday, February 4th in the Heath Room in Heath Village at 2 p.m.  
We have a very special meeting planned that we’re sure you’ll all enjoy.  Susan Manhire, a member of 
Trinity, is presenting her program called, "In the Hands of the Potter."  She’ll bring her potter's wheel and 
supplies and demonstrate her skill, talent and creativity.  Who knows, maybe we can get a little creative, 
too.  You don't want to miss this very interesting meeting.  As usual, we’ll have some fun snacks.  Invite 
your friends, your husbands or even your boyfriends.  We always have a fun time.  So, join us!  Lauren and 
Ginny.  If you have any questions, call 908-852-6431. 

 
 
Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, February 9th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 

 
 
New Members Reception:  Sunday, February 10th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, February 9th, and on the 10th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and reception 
into the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find Trinity is a good place 
for you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more information or to join, let one of the 
pastors know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in 
the worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet.  The next new member reception will be on April 7th. 

 
 
Baptism:  Sunday, March 17th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  For 
information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our website.  The next 
baptism date is May 12th. 
 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network:  March 10th – 17th 
 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, February 23rd 

 

Midnight Run: Saturday, February 16th, March 16th 
 

Bread of Life Ministry   Saturday, May 4th 
 
 
Greetings Ministry ~ Sunday, February 10th 

Come to the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall.  We have cards and the names of people who need a 
friendly, caring greeting from Trinity.  Just sit down for a few minutes and write a note of compassion and 
hope.  Or you may know someone who would enjoy receiving a greeting.  We also want to send mail to 
service men and women to let them know we remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any 
military folks to Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
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Coming Soon! 
Our Church-wide Lenten Study! 

 
❖ Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th 

 
 

❖ Lenten small groups will meet for six weeks. 
o Signups begin February 16th – 17th. 
o Lenten group leaders and hosts are needed. 

 
 

❖ Sermon series for Lent will be based on the study. 
 
 

❖ Lenten Day Apart is March 30th. 
 
 

❖ Lenten Day of Service is April 6th. 
 
 

❖ Walking through Holy Week. 
 
 

❖ We’re currently accepting submissions for our Trinity 
Lenten Devotional! 
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Thrift Shop News 
Maureen Storey 

 

February has waltzed in on us once again and here we are in the month of LOVE.  There’s always 
much to celebrate whether it’s the month of love or not.  And we should celebrate.  At the Thrift 
Shop, we celebrate by sharing and caring for one another, with our customers and those who 
are in need.  We share our stories, our funny moments, our grief and losses.  We have small 
thoughtful remembrances, and sometimes grand gestures to share with others.  Mostly, we try 
to accommodate those who come through our doors to save a bit, find a treasure and meet a 
friendly face or two. 
 
And here’s a thought from Michele Morin: 
 

What February lacks in length, it has more than offset with depth — of SNOW and MUD!  
No sooner do we shovel our way through two feet of fluffy beauty, then the sun comes 
out and melts it all, turning the world into chocolate pudding!  It’s almost as if God is 
telling us to slow down — to stay home and enjoy these days.  And so, we have — with 
joy. 

 
It seems a good time to burrow in and reflect, read, meditate, prepare.  The Thrift Shop has 
books to read, crafts to make, projects to work on and many ways to share.  Do for others, do 
for yourself. 
 
Find a way to share joy with others and you’ll find yourself blooming as well.  How to share?  
Volunteer at the Thrift Shop, the Lord’s Pantry, at the church office.  Join a small group or a Bible 
study.  Drive someone who needs help to the doctor or grocery store, or just go for a drive 
together. 
 
Let’s also keep in mind World Thinking Day on February 22nd, sponsored by Girl Guides.  They 
hold each other in mind across the globe and consider what impact their actions have on their 
fellow humans and how they can ensure their actions are positive.  Imagine a world where we all 
did this! 
 
Be kind.  Consider your impact.  Enjoy the month of LOVE and find ways to share the joy. 
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God in Many Faces Ministry 
 

The theme for Black History Month, which honors the history and contributions of African 
Americans, is "Black Migrations." 
 

This theme focuses especially on the twentieth century through today.  Beginning in the early 
decades of the twentieth century, African American migration patterns included relocation from 
southern farms to southern cities; from the South to the Northeast, Midwest, and West; from the 
Caribbean to U.S. cities and migrant labor farms.  It includes the emigration of noted African 
Americans to Africa and to European cities such as Paris and London after the end of World War 
I and World War II.  Such migrations resulted in a more diverse and stratified interracial and 
intra-racial urban population, the emergence of both black industrial workers and black 
entrepreneurs, a growing number and variety of urban churches and new religions, and new 
music forms like ragtime, blues and jazz. 
 
 
 
 

Savor Suppers 
 

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Suppers include no more than five women plus the host allowing for 

women to really connect with one another over a meal.  If you’re willing to open your home for 
a Savor Supper, please email Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  You choose the date 

and time!  Please include that information in your email as well. 
 
 
 
 

Student Ministry News 
 

We’re pleased to welcome Vania Stevenson to the leadership of our Senior High Student 
Ministry effective February 1st.  Since Vania is already leading the Middle School Ministry, her 
new title is Director of Student Ministries. 
 

We celebrated Cheryl Pami’s 10 years of ministry as our Director of High School Ministry at the 
SNW service on January 5th.  We shared a special cake and a moment of gratitude during the 
worship.  Thank you, Cheryl, for your many years and countless hours of soul tending! 
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UMM Matters 
Bill Blaskopf 

 

Our hoagies will be available for pickup on Super Bowl Weekend, February 2nd and 3rd. 
 
February 9th, we’ll be doing something new.  We’ll have our usual breakfast followed by 
announcements and a devotion.  Then, members of Atlantic Health will offer certification in 
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) and CPR.  The cost is normally $40 per person, but the 
UMM is underwriting the cost by $10 for Trinity members, so the cost is only $30 per person. 
Contact Bill Blaskopf directly if you’re interested to see if any places remain open. 
 
On March 9th, we’ll have a speaker from St. Barnabas Hospital talk with us about organ donation.  
This topic is important to all of us. 
 
April 13th will be another slightly different breakfast meeting.  We’ve arranged for Rev. Dr. 
Richard Vance from the National UMM office in Nashville, TN to come to New Jersey to speak 
about growing your UMM.  This breakfast will be held in the GNJUMC building in Neptune, NJ.   
This is a statewide breakfast that we’re hosting and inviting every UMC church and UMM in the 
state to attend.  Look for the registration forms in the bulletin and around church. 
 
We continue to sell Trinity name badges.  If you haven’t gotten yours, please look for the order 
forms around church.  Please remember, UMM is not just for men.  We invite all members of 
Trinity to attend.  Among our goals is to provide a sense of community, a meaningful 
presentation and a fantastic breakfast. 
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IF: Gathering 

A Webcast Women’s Conference 

Trinity Church 

March 1st 

6 - 9 p.m. 

 

What  I F  w e  inv i t ed  God int o  a l l  t he  pa r t s  of  our  l ives  a nd  d id  
th ing s  God’s  w ay  ins tea d  o f  ours ?  

 
IF: Gathering is an opportunity to gather with women all over the world (via 

webcast) to see what could happen if we all lived like Jesus 

This year at IF: Gathering 2019, we’re going to learn what it means to rely on the 
wisdom of God and not rely on our own understanding. 

 
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all 

thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 

 
Even if you can’t come for the whole time, please come when you can.  There’s no cost for this 

event, though we’re asking for donations from participants to cover food and to defray the cost 
of bringing this event to Trinity. 

 
Feel free to invite friends to this event.  Let us know you’re coming on the Just Say Yes form in 

the worship bulletin or send Pastor Deb an email at ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  Watch for 
online signup information in your email, at www.catchthespirit.org and in On My Mind. 
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Thank You, Lee 
 

Over 20 years ago, Lee Gravatt was a member of Trinity.  He was only among us for a short 
while, but clearly, he loved the church because he chose to remember Trinity in his final estate 
plan.  Lee created a Charitable Remainder Unit Trust.  After his death, his resources were placed 
in a trust and administered by a bank trust department.  His two heirs received income from the 
trust during their lifetimes.  Per the arrangements of the trust, at their death, the body of the 
trust was to be distributed to charities that he had selected.  And Trinity was one of those. 
 

Well, the time has come.  We’ve been informed by the trust department that the trust is ready to 
be distributed, and shortly Trinity will receive a check.  The amount is $226,000!  It will be 
administered under the care of the church Board of Trustees, as per the rules of the UMC.  Our 
trustees are responsible to care for the physical property of the church, of which we’re stewards 
of six buildings. 
 

Lee directed that this money be an unrestricted gift, meaning that it can be used at the 
discretion of the trustees.  That’s very helpful because of the wide variety of capital needs the 
church has. 
 

Perhaps this is the type of estate arrangement you might be interested in making.  If so, consult 
your financial advisor or attorney.  For references, speak with Dr. Fowler. 
 
 
 
 

Creation Care 
 

As we begin a new year, let’s remember that a relationship with God's creation and a ministry of 
caring for and healing the earth are integral to what it means to be a United Methodist. 
 

All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse 
it.  Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be 
valued and conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely because they are 
useful to human beings.  God has granted us stewardship of creation.  We should meet 
these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect.  Economic, political, 
social, and technological developments have increased our human numbers, and 
lengthened and enriched our lives.  However, these developments have led to regional 
defoliation, dramatic extinction of species, massive human suffering, overpopulation, 
and misuse and overconsumption of natural and nonrenewable resources, particularly by 
industrialized societies.  This continued course of action jeopardizes the natural heritage 
that God has entrusted to all generations.  Therefore, let us recognize the responsibility 
of the church and its members to place a high priority on changes in economic, political, 
social, and technological lifestyles to support a more ecologically equitable and 
sustainable world leading to a higher quality of life for all of God’s creation. 
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February High School Ministry 
 

February 2, 20 High School Girls Where:  Upper Room 
When:  6 – 8 p.m. 
 

February 6, 20 High School Boys Where:  Varies 
When:  7 – 9 p.m. 

Contact Vania Stevenson, Director of Student Ministries, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 

February Middle School Ministry 
 

February 6 MSM meeting:  Forgiveness 
helps you get over it 

Where:  Room 304 
When:  6 – 8 p.m. 
 

February 13 MSM meeting:  Forgiveness 
helps you forgive 

Where:  Room 304 
When:  6 – 8 p.m. 
 

February 20 No MSM meeting 
 

 

February 27 MSM meeting:  Forgiveness 
helps you heal 

Where:  Room 304 
When:  6 – 8 p.m. 

Contact Vania Stevenson, Director of Student Ministries, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 

Soul Café 
Join us as we grab a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate and discuss faith questions and other 
current topics each Sunday, 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. in Room 303.  The Soul Café is open to all high 
school students. 
 
 

3rd Grade Bible Blast 
During the KidVenture hour (9:15 -10:15 a.m.) on Sunday, February 10th, the 3rd graders will have 
their third Bible Blast session.  This is a special time for them to explore, understand and use 
their Bibles.  If you’re a third grader, please bring your Bible to your KidVenture class on 
February 10th.  Any questions, please contact, Danielle Witt, Director of Children’s Ministry, at 
dwitt@catchthespirit.org. 
 
 

KidVenture Corner 
February 17th begins Unit 4 in KidVenture, “Road to Emmaus.”  If you’re interested in helping 
with a station, please contact Danielle Witt, Director of Children’s Ministry, at 
dwitt@catchthespirit.org.  The stations the children will rotate through for this unit are art, 
science, movement and spiritual practice.  We’re also always looking for energetic youth 
(9th - 12th graders) who would like to assist in the stations.  The dates of rotation for Unit 4 are 
March 3rd, March 17th, March 24th. 
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4th & 5th Grade Fellowship 
 

Trip to Sky Zone 
Our annual trip to Sky Zone is scheduled for Thursday, February 7th, 5:30 – 7 p.m.  The cost is 
$15 (plus socks if you need them) per jumper for an hour of jump time.  RSVP to Danielle Witt at 
dwitt@catchthespirit.org. 
 
4th and 5th Grade Fellowship 
Calling all 4th and 5th graders!!!!!!  Are you looking to have some fun?  Learn new things?  
Connect with God?  And hang out with your friends?  Join us on Monday, February 25th, 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the KidZone for 4th and 5th Grade Fellowship!!!!  Please contact Danielle Witt, 
Director of Children’s Ministry, at dwitt@catchthespirit.org with any questions and to RSVP. 
 
 
 
 

Secret Angel Party February 24th 
 

During the month of February, our Secret Angels will be surprising our young children, who 
signed up to be a part of the program, with weekly notes, cards or mementos.  If you haven’t yet 
signed up, it may not be too late.  Please contact the Director of Children’s Ministry, Danielle 
Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org or the Secret Angel Coordinator, Kellie Pennington, at 
908-813-9533.  This four-week program will conclude with a Secret Angel Party on Sunday, 
February 24th following the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  Please check the worship bulletin during 
the month of February to sign up to help with the party.  Just check on the Just Say Yes form! 
 
 
 
 

With Our Sympathy 
 

❖ Richard Wade on the death of his cousin, Charles Vought 
❖ Connie Rinaldi on the death of her father 
❖ Cherie Roehrich on the death of her father 
❖ Valerie Cottrell on the death of her son, Herbie Miller 
❖ Cynthia Flanagan and family on the death of her father 
❖ Kerwin family on the death of Harriett’s uncle 
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Jr. Prayer Shawl 
 

 
 
 

 
Want to share God’s LOVE?  Participate in the Jr. Prayer Shawl small group ministry and share 

God’s love through knitting and crocheting! 
 

We’d love to have YOU join us for the February meeting for kids, eight years old and older.  You 
don’t have to know how to crochet or knit to join the group.  We provide lessons, yarn and 

knitting needles or crochet hooks, as well as a snack. 
 

Our meeting will be on Wednesday, February 13th, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  Mrs. Thorp, 
Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and Mrs. Neumann are looking forward to seeing you on February 13th. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Ginny Thorp at gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 
908-852-3020, ext. 16 or 908-894-0173 (cell). 

 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

As we continue through the quiet winter months, we’re again asking you to keep our mission in 
mind.  Donations are historically low this time of the year, but need in our community does not 
decrease when it’s cold outside.  Each and every donation is truly appreciated, whether it’s a 
single can of soup or a truckload of food. 
 
Donations of food items are placed directly on our shelves.  If you make a monetary donation, it 
will be used by our volunteer shoppers to purchase food at local grocery stores or the 
NORWESCAP Food Bank in Phillipsburg.  Whether you’re interested in donating food or funds, 
every gift will be used to fight hunger in our community. 
 
During December 2018, we served 1,000 people (331 families):  313 children, 578 adults and 109 
seniors. 
 
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take 
donations to the church office when it’s open.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church 
office, marked "Lord's Pantry" in the memo section. 
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The View from Here 
 

Love.  We’re swimming in love images this month with the Valentine thing going on.  
Valentine’s Day was one of my favorite holidays as a kid, I guess because it was so colorful and 
pretty.  And there was the excitement of sending and receiving those little punch-out Valentines 
from the five and dime. 
 
Today, you read about and hear about love everywhere.  No matter what the context is, a 
mention of love can show up in the mix.  Corrupted love, not enough love, how to “do” love, 
what to do when you don’t feel loved, guilt- or duty-motivated love, love as the answer to every 
problem.  Years ago, I became familiar with C.S. Lewis’s discussion on the types of love. 
 
But sometimes I wonder if we have any more understanding of love, all the hype and verbiage 
notwithstanding.  After all, need, fear, self-serving motives, inertia can all masquerade as love.  
Even hate’s shadow side can appear to be love. 
 
We can love some people, but have no love of people in general.  We love things, experiences, 
environments, activities and animals.  We throw the term around like confetti at a party.  “I love 
that!”  I sure do.  Some never utter the word in conjunction with anything or anyone, and that’s 
about as sad as it gets even when we acknowledge how cheap the expression or idea has 
become. 
 
Remember the Tin Man in the Wizard of Oz?  I guess you could argue that he went along with 
Dorothy to see the Wizard mostly because he wanted a heart.  But somehow, we can’t believe 
that’s the whole story.  We just feel like he acted with sacrificial love even when he thought he 
didn’t have a heart.  All those rusty threats and Flying Monkeys!  And then when he got to the 
bogus, humbug wizard, he found the heart he always had all along.  Because he DID stand in 
the gap when it really mattered.  Because when he said goodbye to Dorothy, he said he knew he 
had a heart because it was breaking. 
 
Maybe we just do the best we can with what we try to understand.  We love because to not do 
so is unthinkable.  We hope what we do when we’re shaking in our boots is received as love 
because we want so badly to tell someone we care, even when it’s scary. 
 
When we creep around the idea of sacrificial love, if we haven’t completely lost our way, we’re 
going to come face-to-face with the story of the cross.  The story that says that even when we’re 
the worst we can be, when we act completely unlovable, there was one who went to an 
unimaginable length to prove he loves us unconditionally. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in February 
 

Chapel Ushers     Scripture Readers 
February 3 Dennis & Pattie Huff  February 3 Nancy Dean 
February 10 Rob De Vos   February 10 Janet Charlton 
February 17 Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers February 17 Edna Barrier 
February 24 Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes  February 24 Eileen Bozzuffi 

 
Ushers – 9:15 
February 3 Rich Bonte, Linda Feci, Jay Hill, Linda Gonia, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Lou Ann Harris, Michele 

Risley 
February 10 Curt Peirson, Jay Hill, Linda Gonia, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Brenda Sargeant, Norm Graule, Lorry 

Fulton 
February 17 Donna Re, JoAnn & Mike Heembrock, Jay Hill, Linda Gonia, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Carolyn 

Sunday 
February 24 Rich Bonte, Linda Feci, Jay Hill, Karen Riccobono, Linda Gonia, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Pat 

Bristow 

 
Ushers – 10:45 
February 3 Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Roger Hammond, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Faydeanne 

Henkel, Ed Thomas, Don Guelich, Bill Caldwell 
February 10 John Torkos, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Roger Hammond, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Carol Munro, 

Faydeanne Henkel, Jerie Berkowitz, Ed Thomas 
February 17 Kathryn Twaddell, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Roger Hammond, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Vernon 

Kilkenny, Ed Thomas, Don Guelich, Bill Caldwell 
February 24 John Torkos, Joan Crouse, Pat Mullen, Roger Hammond, Joan Roehrich, Bill Blaine, Nancy & Hank 

Snover, Ed Thomas, Nancy Soleau 

 
Welcome Table – 9:15   Welcome Table – 10:45 
February 3 Kwabena Benson  Mike White, Cheryl Ferguson 
February 10 Trish Carpenter  Cheryl Ferguson, Mike White 
February 17 Pauline Churchill  Carol Gall 
February 24 Jan Wells  Lauren & Harry Mount 

 
Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 

February 3 Julie Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Don Harris 
February 10 Keith Ryan  Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
February 17 Sandy Miko-Philhower Sandy Miko-Philhower Ruben Espada 
February 24 Julie Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Don Harris 
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