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From the Pastor 
 

Pleasing the Lord 
 

Recently I did some things I don’t usually do.  I played several hours of basketball.  I played 
whiffle ball in my backyard.  I went bowling.  I watched some different type movies.  All within 
three days.  Why? 
 
Because my grandson, Solomon, was visiting us and these were the things he wanted to do.  
They made him happy. 
 
It’s amazing what we’ll do when we’re motivated to make someone else happy.  And 
grandparents among us can attest to this truth in various ways.  Likewise, husbands and wives 
often go a second mile to make their spouses happy, as in other family member relationships.  
We do this with our friends also. 
 
But what if?  What if we had that same motivation in our Christian faith?  What if we started 
each day asking, “God, what can I do to make YOU happy today?  Jesus, what can I do today to 
please YOU?” 
 
The truth is that while we may often have these thoughts, they don’t translate into action very 
often.  Yet given that the essence of our faith is receiving God’s abundant love, mercy and grace, 
we certainly should be wanting to make the Lord happy with us each day. 
 
So, what can YOU do today to please the Lord? 
 

Together in Christ’s service, 

    Frank 
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Small Group Leader Retreat 

May 11th 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Breakfast & Lunch Provided 

 

This is a time of nurturing, fellowship and worship for 

our small group leaders.  More details are coming to 

you via email. 
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Service of Prayer and Healing 

May 15th 

7:30 p.m. 

Trinity House 

Join us for a moving service of prayer and healing.  If 

you’re in need of physical, emotional, relational or 

spiritual healing, come.  You can also come on behalf of 

someone else who is in need of healing. 
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The Bulletin Board 
 
Martha Friendship Circle:  Monday, May 6th 
On May 6th, Martha Friendship Circle will have its Annual Spring Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. in the Heath 
Room at Heath Village.  All are invited!  It’s always a delicious meal served to us by the lovely kitchen 
staff.  Since we’ll be in the beginning of beautiful springtime, we thought it would be fun to come to the 
luncheon wearing a hat!!  Pick out one of your special hats and wear it to celebrate spring and just for fun.  
It can be fancy or funny or practical — you decide.  It’ll be a fun time so invite a guest to join in the fun.  
The more the merrier.  The men can decide if they want to be part of our hat fashion show.  Please call 
Ginny at 908-852-6431 to make reservations.  Hope to see you all at the last meeting of the season.  
Blessings, Ginny & Lauren. 
 
 
Trinity UMM Fellowship Breakfast:  Saturday, May 11th 
The breakfast is 8 - 9:30 a.m. in Starr Hall (7:45 a.m. coffee for early arrivals).  All are welcome. 

 
 
New Members Reception:  Sunday, June 9th 
The process includes a dinner on Saturday, June 8th, and on the 9th, a class at 9:15 a.m. and reception into 
the fellowship of the church during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  If you find Trinity is a good place for 
you to worship and serve, please consider joining.  For more information or to join, let one of the pastors 
know, call the church office at 908-852-3020, or indicate your interest on the Just Say Yes form in the 
worship bulletin or on the fellowship sheet. 

 
 
Baptism:  Sunday, May 12th 
The sacrament of baptism for babies, youth and adults is during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  For 
information, call the church office at 908-852-3020 or see the application online at our website.  Future 
baptism dates are July 7th and September 22nd. 
 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network:  June 9th – 16th 

August 25th – September 1st 
November 24th – December 1st 

 

Safe Harbor Ministry:   Saturday, May 25th 

 

Midnight Run:    Friday night, May 31st 
Saturday night, June 22nd 

 

Bread of Life Ministry   Saturday, May 4th 
 
 
Greetings Ministry ~ Sunday, May 12th 

Come to the Greetings Ministry table in Starr Hall.  We have cards and the names of people who need a 
friendly, caring greeting from Trinity.  Just sit down for a few minutes and write a note of compassion and 
hope.  Or you may know someone who would enjoy receiving a greeting.  We also want to send mail to 
service men and women to let them know we remember.  Send name and current mailing address for any 
military folks to Edna Barrier at nebarrier@aol.com or Sue Bernard at bernards1963@aol.com. 
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Caravan of Hope II 
 

Last September we had a significant mission moment when we accomplished our first Caravan 
of Hope – the feeding of 5,000 people in two days (actually 5,532!).  Trinity leaders have now 

enthusiastically approved a plan to hold the Caravan of Hope II. 
 

We’ll implement the Caravan mission this coming fall on Saturday, September 14th, holding it on 
one day rather than two like last year.  We’ll keep the goal of feeding 5,000 people by again 

connecting with food ministries around the area and state. 
 

A leadership team has been recruited and is now working on early details.  YOU are encouraged 
to mark the date on your calendar and plan to participate either the day of the Caravan or 

before.  The meal assembly night will be Friday, September 13th in Starr Hall. 
 

Please keep this important ministry in your prayers and plan to participate. 
 
 
 
 

New Safe Sanctuaries and Social Media Policy Approved 
 

Trinity has long had a Safe Sanctuary Policy with clear guidelines regarding our interpersonal 
behaviors, with a special focus on keeping everyone safe and feeling secure on our campus and 
in our ministries.  The Greater New Jersey Annual Conference, of which we’re a part, requires 
that all local churches have such a policy. 
 

By our own internal procedures, we review and update the Safe Sanctuary Policy every few 
years, and we’ve just accomplished this review. 
 

A new and very important supplement to the policy is the Social Media Supplement, which has 
detailed requirements about keeping people safe and secure in our social media ministries. 
 

The revised policy and the supplement were approved by the Administrative Board on March 
11th.  We’re distributing the policy, as needed, in our ministry.  If you would like a copy, please 
contact the church office at 908-852-3020. 
 
 
 
 

Golf Outing Date Set 
 

Save the date of June 26th for our annual Golf Outing at Minebrook Golf Club in Hackettstown.  
Watch for upcoming details. 
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Annual Conference Details 
 

The yearly meeting of the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference will be held May 19th -21st.  
The conference is the annual gathering of elected delegates from all local United Methodist 
churches in the greater New Jersey area.  It will be held in Wildwood, New Jersey. 
 

The clergy delegates are (by virtue of their appointment as Trinity clergy):  Frank Fowler, Don 
Gebhard and Deb De Vos.  The lay delegates are (by virtue of having been elected at Trinity’s 
annual church conference last November):  Lois Spender, Jan Wells and Ginny Thorp.  The 
alternate delegate (also elected last November) is Kari Anzel. 
 

Visitors are welcome at the conference, but must register through the conference website:  
www.gnjumc.org. 
 
 
 
 

Campus Security Plan Emerging 
 

Last year, we held an Active Shooter Seminar led by members of the Warren County 
Prosecutor’s Office.  In follow up, we’re now working on a campus security plan.  A leadership 
team has been established, and the first step of having a campus-wide assessment with 
representatives of the N.J. State Police has been held.  The leadership team will review the 
assessment results and begin writing up a plan with action items as needed.  It’s hoped we can 
have this plan and all action items completed by the fall. 
 
 
 
 

Come Help at Another GAiN Packing Event 
 

The packing event at the GAiN Logistics Center in Mt. Joy, PA is only a few weeks away:  June 
18th – 22nd.  Let's get a group from Trinity there to pack humanitarian aid for distribution around 
the world to those who need it the most!  Children age 8+ and adults are needed to pack school 
supplies and clothes, machine-sew luopads and hand-knot quilts, assemble small irrigation 
systems, sort shoes, make gospel bracelets and pack food.  There’s something for everyone to 
do! 
 

You can go any of the days, but we’re aiming to get a group from Trinity there on Saturday, 
June 22nd.  Car-pooling will be arranged from the church that morning.  Check out the GAiN 
website at www.gainusa.org and/or email Joan Caldwell at jmcaldwell512@gmail.com for more 
information.  On-line registration is available.  If you’ve been to a packing event before, talk it 
up with family and friends.  Tell them what a wonderful experience it is!  Get a group together 
to go!  Let's be the hands and feet of Jesus reaching out to people in the toughest places in the 
world. 
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In His Steps Ministry Team 
 

Throughout this year, our congregation has been living our stewardship theme:  
Imagine...Dreaming Big Dreams for God.  We encourage everyone to keep dreaming big, and 
remember that anything is possible through God. 
 

Many people have been dreaming big dreams this year, and acting on their dreams by serving 
our church and community. 
 

Church youth and adult participants have dreamed big by agreeing to go without food and 
serve our community for 24 hours by signing up for the B-1 Fast. 
 

Trinity folks have dreamed big by preparing and serving a community dinner every month 
where anyone is welcome to enjoy a free meal. 
 

Trinity youth and adults have dreamed big by agreeing to spend part of their summer with the 
Appalachian Service Project (ASP), helping people in need to make their homes safer and more 
livable. 
 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and local school children have dreamed big and collected hundreds of 
food items for The Lord’s Pantry. 
 

Members of our Trinity community have dreamed big and gone on many mission trips, both 
locally and abroad. 
 

Our church members have been using their time, talents and treasure to help people both in 
our community and in the world at large.  How are you dreaming big dreams for God? 
 
 
 
 

Savor Suppers 
 

Savor Suppers are opportunities for women to gather for faith-filled fellowship, a simple meal 
and rich conversation.  Suppers include no more than five women plus the host allowing for 

women to really connect with one another over a meal.  If you’re willing to open your home for 
a Savor Supper, please email Pastor Deb at ddevos@catchthespirit.org.  You choose the date 

and time!  Please include that information in your email as well. 
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Recent Campus Improvements 
 

We’ve had several upgrades and campus improvements going on recently.  Included are: 
 

▪ The replacement of the Starr Hall heating and air conditioning unit, with a huge crane 
lifting the multi-ton, $25,000 unit up to the roof of Starr Hall.  This replaced the original 
unit, which had lasted almost 30 years, far beyond its expected life. 

 

▪ The replacement of a new sound board in the Sanctuary.  Our original board had lasted 
about 11 years, which in tech terms is a very long time.  The new board, costing $5,200, 
is simpler to use and more effective than the previous one.  (And we’re always seeking 
people to “run” the board on a Sunday.) 

 

▪ A new lift in the mission barn to facilitate the moving of Thrift Shop and other items to 
the second level of the barn.  Previously, people had to carry heavy bins of items up and 
down a long set of stairs every day.  This will make the shop process much safer and 
more efficient. 

 
 
 
 

Thank You, Christine 
 

A while back we said our earthly farewells to Christine Schullian, a faithful Trinity member for 
about 20 years and a loyal Christian all her life.  Christine sang in the Chancel Choir, volunteered 
in the church office, and could be found participating in many ways in our ministry.  After a long 
and good life of faith, Christine died in 2017. 
 

And her faithfulness and love for the Lord and his church continued after her death through her 
final wishes.  Immediately upon her death, Trinity received a check for $35,000 — Christine 
named the church as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy. 
 

Recently, her estate was settled and Trinity received a check for $250,000, which she had 
designated in her final will and testament.  These funds, by church policy, fall under the 
responsibility of the Board of Trustees, who administer their use.  A special positive note is that 
these funds were unrestricted, giving the trustees freedom to use the funds where most needed. 
 

Christine’s name will be memorialized on our Fellowship for the Future plaque located in the 
main church foyer.  Thank you, Christine.  Your love for the Lord and his church is continuing 
thanks to your generosity and advance planning.  Have YOU considered including Trinity in your 
final estate plans? 
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Thrift Shop News 
Maureen Storey 

 

The lovely month of May.  The air is redolent with sweet fragrances and I open my windows to 
let the newness sweep out the last remnants of being shuttered for a long time.  While the earth 
is budding, blooming and leafing, I’m inspired to want to clear away the clutter that has built up 
over the winter (or the last 35 years) and make a fresh start. 
 
Have you seen Marie Kondo?  What do you own that “sparks joy”?  What doesn’t?  If you’re 
feeling similarly led to clear out and tidy up, try using the three-pile system:  1) keep (sparks 
joy), 2) donate (may spark joy for someone else), or 3) throw away (has finished its useful life 
cycle).  As we’re often changing over our wardrobes from cool weather items to (yay) summer 
items, this is a good time to choose what stays and what goes.  Before you begin, have boxes 
and bags on hand to put your items into and once you make a decision, stick with it.  Do start 
small:  a dresser, a cupboard or a closet.  Going in for doing a whole house clear-out often leads 
to chaos and defeat.  Start where you’ll have success and build on that.  Little by little leads to a 
lot. 
 
Take the items that can’t be salvaged to the trash or rag bin!  Don’t wait.  Put the donated items 
in your vehicle and drop them off as soon as possible.  The temptation to backslide can be great 
for some.  Your stuff will be happy to begin a new life somewhere else, rather than stuck in the 
back of the closet.  Reward yourself for a job well done! 
 
This is also a time — in early June this year — when we celebrate Pentecost, the filling of the 
disciples with the Holy Spirit, a new beginning.  Let’s continue to sweep the cobwebs from our 
spirits and make space in our lives for doing God’s work in the world.  There are many 
opportunities to serve here at Trinity Church, and the reward for that is much greater (think of 
all the great people you can meet.)  “Never underestimate your ability to make someone else’s 
life better — even if you never know it.”  (G. Louganis) 
 
Enjoy this month of preparation for a summer of fun, and if you find the time to help out your 
church family through VBS, summer missions, The Lord’s Pantry, the Thrift Shop, or the delicious 
Trinity garden — do it!  The rewards are bountiful.  Step up, reach out, make a clean sweep, get 
involved, start something new.  May you?  Yes, you May!  See you at the Thrift. 
 
March 
People served through Trinity Thrift:  2,526 
Donors:     432 
Boxes, bins, bags of donations sorted: 1,612 
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UMM Matters 
Bill Blaskopf 

 

April 13th, we had a different breakfast meeting.  We arranged for the Rev. Dr. Richard Vance 
from the National UMM office, in Nashville TN, to come to New Jersey to speak about Growing 
your UMM.  This breakfast was held in the GNJUMC building in Neptune, NJ, and UMMs from 
over the state attended. 
 
Between the hoagie sale and other fundraisers, we will again provide $2,000 in Torgersen 
Scholarships for our graduating high school students.  Thank you to all who bought hoagies and 
participated in our other fundraisers. 
 
May 11th, we’ll have a speaker on “Getting Organized as You Age.”  Thuy-Lien Nguyen owns a 
small company, Ever So Neat, here in Hackettstown.  She’ll touch on subjects such as how to 
organize and keep important papers and what to do with sentimental items when downsizing. 
 
June 8th, our Boy Scout Troop #416 will attend and we’ll recognize any boys who achieved 
Eagle Scout status.  The boys will also demonstrate proper handling of the U.S. flag and will 
retire a flag correctly.  We’ll also have our annual election of officers. 
 
Balls and Strikes III plans are complete.  Please consider attending either or both events.  
Registration forms will be available in the May worship bulletins and between the Sunday 
services. 
 
Friday, June 14th, we have tickets to see the Sussex County Miners play an all-star team from 
Japan.  There are only 30 tickets available. 
 
Saturday, July 20th, we’ve made arrangements for a church bowling date at the Oakwood 
Bowling Lanes in Washington Township. 
 
We continue to sell Trinity Name Badges.  If you haven’t gotten yours, please look for the order 
forms around church.  We send in an order whenever we get to about 10 badges. 
 
Always remember, UMM is not just for men.  We invite all members of Trinity to attend.  
Among our goals is to provide: a sense of community, a meaningful presentation and a fantastic 
breakfast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 



2019 Trinity Church Scholarships Deadline May 9th 
 

Application deadline for scholarships is May 9th at 12 p.m.  Application forms are available 
in the church office or via the church website.  Please contact Pastor Don Gebhard at the church 
office with any questions. 
 
 
The Sanman/Spender Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 1999 in memory of Ivan Sanman and Frank H. 
Spender, Jr., is to provide for an area high school senior or high school graduate (under age 21) 
to begin or continue his/her higher education at a college or trade school.  The applicant must 
be accepted to or currently attend a college or trade school.  The criteria for award of the 
scholarship are:  character, Christian discipleship, community citizenship and financial need.  The 
award may be divided among up to three applicants at the discretion of the scholarship 
committee.  This scholarship is open to members of the community and does not require the 
applicant to be a member of Trinity. 
 
 
The Leveto Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
The intent of this scholarship, awarded in memory of Lon Leveto, is for ministry students, high 
school seniors and adults seeking further higher education or trade school enrollment.  
Candidates should be a members of Trinity and have discipleship background in church and/or 
community. 
 
 
The Mathias Severin Torgersen Memorial Scholarship for beginning students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2008 in memory of Rev. Matt Torgersen by the 
United Methodist Men, is to enable a high school senior to begin his/her higher education at a 
college or trade school.  The applicant must be an active participant in the ministry of Trinity 
Church and a regular worship attendee.  This scholarship is open to members of Trinity. 
 
 
The Ryan James Cameron Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2013 in memory of Ryan James Cameron, is to 
enable a high school senior or high school graduate (under the age of 21) to begin or continue 
his/her higher education at a four-year college.  The applicant must be accepted or currently 
enrolled at a four-year college.  The criteria for the award are: character, Christian discipleship, 
church and community service and financial need.  The award may be divided among up to two 
applicants at the discretion of the scholarship committee.  The applicant should be a member of 
Trinity. 
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Ruth E. Frost Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2017 in memory of Ruth E. Frost, is to assist 
church youth who have demonstrated health need, financial need or ill parents with their 
educational costs.  The applicants will be evaluated on their Christian character (following the 
moral and ethical teachings of Jesus), Christian discipleship (displaying willingness to follow and 
serve Christ), financial need, health needs or illness of a parent. 
 
 
Seelinger-Thompson Scholarship for post-graduate students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2017 in memory of George A. Seelinger and 
Katherine Thompson, is to assist those who are pursuing a new course of study or new career.  
Applicants must be accepted to or currently enrolled in a post-graduate program.  The criteria 
for the award are:  character, Christian discipleship, church and community service and financial 
need. 
 
 
Nelson Scholarship for beginning students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 1995 in memory of Norma G. Nelson, is to 
provide for a high school senior within the church who is continuing his/her higher education at 
a four-year college.  The applicant must be accepted to a four-year college in pursuit of a 
bachelor’s or comparable degree.  The criteria for the award are:  Christian character, Christian 
discipleship and financial need. 
 
 
The Rev. Paul L. Wells Scholarship for beginning students 
The intent of this scholarship, first awarded in 2018, is in honor of Rev. Paul L. Wells for 26 years 
of voluntary, dedicated and inspirational ministry, made possible by members of Trinity Church.  
This scholarship is meant to assist a high school senior to begin his/her higher education at a 
college or trade school.  This scholarship is open to members of Trinity and who must be an 
active participant in the ministry of Trinity and a regular worship attendee. 
 
 
Learned T. Bulman Scholarship for beginning and continuing students 
This scholarship was first awarded in 2018.  This scholarship is meant to provide a high school 
senior or current college student assistance with his/her higher education at a college or 
university.  The recipient shall be engaged or intending to engage in the field of the humanities, 
as opposed to math or science.  This scholarship is open to members of Trinity Church who are 
regular worship attendees.  
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May High School & Middle School Ministry Meetings 
 
Friday & Saturday, May 3rd 
& 4th 
 

B-1 Fast Where:  Trinity 
When:  Starts Friday, 6 p.m. 
and ends Saturday, 6 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 8th No Student Ministry 
 

 

Wednesday, May 15th Middle School Ministry Where:  KidZone 
When:  6 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 15th High School Ministry Where:  KidZone 
When:  7 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 22nd Middle School Ministry Where:  Starr Hall 
When:  6 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 22nd High School Ministry Where:  Off site 
When:  7 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

May 29th Middle School Ministry Where:  KidZone 
When:  6 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

May 29th High School Ministry Where:  KidZone 
When:  7 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

 

Contact Vania Stevenson, Director of Student Ministries, at vstevenson@catchthespirit.org. 
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Family Photo Booth 
 

 

Sunday, May 19th, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

 

Be sure to visit the free photo booth and take your 4x6 picture. 

Photo will be printed on-site. 

No cost. 

Great opportunity for a family photo. 

Look for the Photo Booth in either the foyer or Rotunda that morning. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all those people who care for us like mothers. 
 

And our sincere recognition that this day can be difficult for some. 
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KidVenture Corner 
 

Sunday, May 5th 

The children in KidVenture will participate in Music & Missions.  The mission focus will be 
Midnight Run. 
 

Sunday May 12th 
Rotations for Unit 5 “Pentecost” will begin.  Children will rotate to Art, Spiritual Practices, and 
Science throughout this unit. 
 

Sunday, May 19th 
Rotations for “Pentecost”. 
 

Sunday, May 26th 
Rotations conclude for “Pentecost” unit. 
 

Special Events 
May 19th 
Appreciation Breakfast for all KidVenture shepherds, church school teachers and station leaders 
in the Rotunda, 8:30 – 11 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

4th & 5th Grade Fellowship 

 

Wednesday, May 1st 
Join us in Trinity’s Garden to help clean it up, plant some seeds and learn what this important 
ministry brings to our community, 6 – 7 p.m. 
 

Saturday, May 11th 
Family trip to Waterloo Village.  We’ll meet at Waterloo at 9:45 a.m. for a 10 a.m. walking tour 
that will end about 11:30 a.m.  Bring a bag lunch and we’ll eat together on the beautiful 
grounds.  A parent must accompany your child, and siblings are welcome.  The cost is $5 per 
person. 
 

Friday, May 24th 
“Sleep Under,” 5 – 9 p.m.  All the fun of a sleepover, but you go home to sleep.  We’ll have 
games, pizza, ice-cream sundaes and a movie. 
 
RSVP to any 4th and 5th grade fellowship events to Danielle Witt at dwitt@catchthespirit.org. 
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Volunteer Registration Is Now Open On-Line 
 

The theme for VBS 2019 is ROAR:  an epic African adventure that will surely engage the whole 
herd!  At ROAR, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 
through this wild life. 
 
Please take a trek with us and volunteer at this year’s VBS!  Here’s the link that will take you to 
our online volunteer sign up page:  www.vbspro.events/p/tcvbs19.  Once you submit your 
information, you’ll receive a confirmation e-mail with important dates for staff training, set up 
and clean up, as well as the link to the Student Covenant (which all student volunteers must 
complete and submit with their VBS mission fee). 
 
Please note:  At this time, we’re unable to take payment online when you register.  Please 
submit your VBS mission fee* of $15 ($10 each additional family member) via KidVenture 
headquarters, worship offering plates, at one of the volunteer trainings or through the church 
office.  Write “VBS” on the memo line.  Questions?  Contact Rachel Savokinas, VBS Director, at 
vbs@catchthespirit.org. 
 
*Trinity offers scholarships if the mission fee causes you or your family financial stress.  Contact Rachel 
Savokinas at vbs@catchthespirit.org to discuss how we can help you.  No volunteer should ever be turned 
away! 
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Jr. Prayer Shawl 
 

Are you interested in learning how to crochet or knit AND making new 
friends AND enjoying a snack AND sharing God’s love?  Come to the Jr. 
Prayer Shawl small group! 
 

We’d love to have YOU join us for the May meeting of this small fellowship 
ministry group which is for kids, eight years old and older.  You don’t have 
to know how to crochet or knit to join the group.  We provide lessons, yarn 

and knitting needles or crochet hooks, as well as a snack. 
 

This month’s meeting will be on Wednesday, May 8th, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in Room 104.  Mrs. 
Thorp, Mrs. Huff, Mrs. Tuxhorn and Mrs. Neumann are looking forward to seeing you!  If you 
have any questions, please contact Ginny Thorp at gthorp@catchthespirit.org, 908-852-3020, 
ext. 16 or 908-894-0173 (cell). 
 
 
 
 

Creation Care 

 sure to plant flowers for beneficial insects this spring that are 
pesticide-free.  Provide shelter.  All living things need a stable habitat in order to stay healthy.  If 
care is taken to provide shelter where insects can find protection from disturbances, they will be 
more likely to stick around.  Plots of cover crops, perennial flower beds and hedgerows near 
flower or vegetable gardens all provide excellent shelter for your beneficial insects. 
 

Provide water.  Insects, just like anything else need water to survive.  Any small, shallow 
container will work, but care should be taken to keep the water clean.  Changing the water every 
two to three days will do this and will also discourage mosquitos from breeding.  Small sticks or 
rocks should also be placed in the water to give the insects somewhere to perch. 
 

Provide alternative food sources.  When pest populations are low, beneficial insects will feed on 
pollen, nectar or plant juices to supplement or replace their insect diet. 
 

Incorporate other pest management strategies.  In order to sustain their food source, beneficial 
insects must allow some of their prey to feed and reproduce.  As a result, they will not always be 
able to solve all of your pest problems.  Choosing plants that are resistant to pests works well. 
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God in Many Faces 
 

It’s been a year since one of the most significant events in modern Native American history took 
place — the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s protest against building the 1,200-mile-long Dakota 
Access Pipeline that would run near the reservation, threatening the tribe’s water supply and 
sacred sites. The tribe estimates 17,000 “Water Protectors” from around the world passed 
through the Sacred Stone Camp from April, 2016 to February, 2017, including United Methodists 
who came to show support and witness something they say will never happen again in their 
lifetimes. 
 
Throughout the protests, The United Methodist Church alongside the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference (OIMC) of the UMC provided food, water, tents, shade, winter coats, 
toiletries and grooming items, and sent multiple teams to support the efforts onsite. 
 
“When Native American leaders called for religious leaders to come to Standing Rock, we 
showed up,” said the Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe, general secretary of the General Board of Church 
and Society, who visited Standing Rock.  She said the denomination’s 2012 commitment made 
during the Act of Repentance to Indigenous Peoples service at General Conference requires an 
ongoing relationship with Native peoples.  “Repentance is not a one-time thing,” Henry-Crowe 
explained.  “We must continue to do the work to repair broken relationships and restore 
wholeness.” 
 
The tribe continues to battle against the pipeline through the courts even today.  The OIMC has 
continued to work with Standing Rock on a number of issues including suicide prevention.  The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief has also been involved in supporting food relief and 
support for Native people suffering from recent floods in North Dakota and South Dakota. 

(From the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference) 

 
➢ May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, commemorating the contributions and 

celebrating the culture of Asians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. 
 

➢ May 2nd is Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, memorializing the six million 
Jews who perished along with many others in the Nazi Holocaust. 

 

➢ May 6th – June 4th is Ramadan, observed by Muslims worldwide as a month of fasting. 
 

➢ May 21st is World Day for Cultural Diversity, recognizing cultural diversity as a source of 
innovation, exchange and creativity, as well as the obligation to create a more peaceful 
and equitable society based on mutual respect. 
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The Lord’s Pantry 
Kellie Pennington 

 

Our biggest food drive of the year has arrived and we need your help to get ready.  On 
Saturday, May 11th, the U.S. Post Office will be sponsoring its annual "Stamp Out Hunger" food 
drive.  This is the nation's largest one-day food drive, and our biggest food drive of the year.  On 
that day, people across the country will leave non-perishable food items by their mailboxes.  
Letter carriers pick up the food items and donate them to local food pantries. 
 
Here’s how you can help: 
 

• Place non-perishable food items at your mailbox or deliver them to your post office (no 
glass, please). 

 

• Tell friends, family and neighbors about the food drive.  Perhaps your club or scout 
group can advertise this event. 

 

• Watch for Just Say Yes notices in the worship bulletins to sign up.  We’ll need drivers and 
many food sorters. 

 

• Hope for good weather! 
 

• For more information, please go to www.stampouthungerfooddrive.us.  There’s some 
great information available. 

 

• If you can’t put food out that day, please consider making a financial donation to the 
Pantry. 

 
Donate to the Pantry on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, or take 
donations to the church office when it’s open.  Monetary donations can be mailed to the church 
office, marked "Lord's Pantry" in the memo section. 
 

During March, we served 934 people (335 families):  276 children, 549 adults and 109 seniors. 
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With Our Sympathy 
 

❖ Family and friends of Lois Robertson 
❖ Family and friends of Jean Wagner 
❖ Jack Madaras on the death of his father 

 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Dear Trinity Friends, 
Thank you for all the cards, calls and good wishes I received from you during my recent illness.  
Your thoughts and prayers have been so appreciated.  I am grateful to have such a loving and 
caring church family in my life. 
    Love, 
    Laureen Timbrell 
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The View from Here 
 

“It’s spring fever.  You don’t quite know what it is you want, but it just fairly makes your heart 
ache, you want it so bad.”  This quote from Mark Twain captures a little bit of the indescribable 
longing many of us experience as the days become expansive and the earth fairly erupts with 
life.  The tumultuous chorus of birds in the “blue hour” before dawn, the scented air, flowering 
trees and bulbs seemingly appearing by the hour.  The very atmosphere seems full of promise.  
Somehow, hope feels a little more possible when we’re surrounded by so much joyous evidence 
of life and renewal, of rebirth. 
 
If you’ve read The Wind in the Willows, which is not just a children’s book, you may remember 
Mole’s futile attempts to do his spring cleaning. 
 

Spring was moving in the air above and in the earth below and around him, penetrating 
even his dark and lowly little house with its spirit of divine discontent and longing.  It 
was small wonder, then, that he suddenly flung down his brush on the floor, said 
“Bother!” and “O blow!” and also “Hang spring-cleaning!” and bolted out of the house 
without even waiting to put on his coat. 

 
Well, sure, it’s our time and place.  The other half of the world can be entering its fall season.  
And some places never have a spring as we know it in parts of our country.  But I think there 
come times when we especially feel, dare I say we’re blessed with, the longing for possibility 
and a heightened sense of aliveness. 
 
The divine discontent of Mole’s spring is not the sort of emotional or mental upheaval that we 
can fall prey to, the malcontent that urges us to seek out empty, ultimately unsatisfying 
activities or things.  It’s a different sort of restlessness borne of the urge to grow, to emerge into 
a new space, to produce fruit, or to set sail for an unknown but dreamt-of land.  Sound too 
grandiose?  Not really. 
 
The Spirit moves within us if we keep our heart door open.  If we stay attuned to the words and 
the signs that come to us.  And they will come.  Because it seems unlikely that God would have 
us move into a spiritual abode, a life home, put out a door mat and mailbox and sit tight for the 
duration.  We’re meant to grow, to seek the new territory we’re asked to explore even when it’s 
downright scary or unsettling.  We each have a ministry, a calling, something to do, ourselves to 
give, peace seeds to sow, lots to learn, and stories to tell about our experiences —the very good 
experiences and the very awful ones.  We’re meant to keep moving and sending up new shoots.  
And the music and divine discontent of spring reminds us. 
 

   Be well and God bless, Carol 
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Serving God with Us in May 
 

Chapel Ushers     Scripture Readers 
May 5  Dennis & Pattie Huff  May 5  David Magri 
May 12  Rob De Vos   May 12  Bruce Howell 
May 19  Bonnie Palma, Betty Cyphers May 19  Jane Galley 
May 26  Linda Feula, Sally Hahnes  May 26  Pat Bristow 
 
 

Greeters – 9:15 
May 5  Kate Stiner, Emily Palmieri, Gail Howell 
May 12  Lou Ann Harris, Michele Risley, Gail Howell 
May 19  Alice Davis, Emily Palmieri, Lou Ann Harris 
May 26  Karen Riccobono, Gail & Bruce Howell 
 
 

Greeters – 10:45 
TBD 
 
 

Ushers – 9:15 
May 5 Curt Peirson, Christina Gleason, Carol Theys, Donna Applegate, Dave Wahl, Audrey Wolf, Tony 

Albanese, Linda Feci 
May 12 Rich Bonte, Jackie Gebhard, Carol Theys, Donna Applegate, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Joanne 

Steihl, Cris & Bob Hom 
May 19 Donna Re, Carol Theys, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Pat Bristow, Joanne Steihl, Lou Ann Harris, Bill 

Bippus 
May 26 Curt Peirson, Dave Wahl, Tony Albanese, Linda Feci, Lou Ann Harris, Edna Burton, Bill Bippus, Rich 

Bonte 
 
 

Ushers – 10:45 
May 5 John Torkos, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Shea Dibley, Linda McClune, Joan Crouse, Bill Blaine, Dell & 

Alf Nicholas 
May 12 Kathryn Twaddell, Nancy Dean, Caleb Dean, Pat Mullen, Carol Munro, Joan Roehrich, Joan Crouse, 

Bill Blaine, Don Guelich, Roger Hammond 
May 19 John Torkos, Joan Roehrich, Pat Mullen, Terri Watson, Berniece Mueller, Joan Crouse, Bill Blaine, 

Vernon Kilkenny, Faydeanne Henkel, Bill Caldwell 
May 26 Kathryn Twaddell, Pat Mullen, Joan Roehrich, Joan Crouse, Bill Blaine, Don Guelich, Dell & Alf 

Nicholas, Bill Caldwell, Roger Hammond 
 
 

Welcome Table – 9:15   Welcome Table – 10:45 
May 5  Kathy Daniella  May 5  Cheryl Ferguson, Mike White 
May 12  Alice Popelka  May 12  Rosie Jepson 
May 19  Michelle Risley  May 19  Carol Gall 
May 26  Ann Jobbins  May 26  Mike White, Cheryl Ferguson 
 
 

Audio – 9:15  Audio – 10:45  Media Team 
May 5  Joe Racz   Steve Blazier  Laval Li Ah Kim 
May 12  Sandy Miko-Philhower Sandy Miko-Philhower Ruben Espada 
May 19  Peter Smith  Jacob Philhower  Don Harris 
May 26  Julie Ryan  Lori DeLorenzo  Laval Li Ah Kim 
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