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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH
If you are are a newcomer to the congregation please make yourself known
to one of the clergy or to one of our ushers before worship.

Pastoral Team

Church Office Summer Hours

Rev. Erica Munoz - Lead Pastor
Rev. Dr. Deb De Vos - Associate Pastor
Rev. Jisun Nam - Associate Pastor
Ginny Thorp - Congregational Care Lay Minister

Monday - Thursday - 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Friday - Closed

Summer Worship Schedule
Saturday 5:00 pm - Worship in Trinity House
Sunday 10:00 am- Worship in Sanctuary
Livestreamed

and

From the Pastor
There is a song written by Christian artist, Steven Curtis Chapman where the chorus says this,
“Saddle up your horses, We've got a trail to blaze
Through the wild blue yonder of God's
Amazing grace
Let's follow our leader into the Glorious unknown
This is the life like no other whoa whoa
This is The Great Adventure”
Friends, we are entering into the Glorious unknown. None of us know where we are headed and
none of us will forget where we have been. We have all the feels - sadness of what was, fear of what is
to come, anxious, excited, hopeful…and we can only trust that God’s grace for us is enough to get us
into this unknown and through to the other side.
We are in a season of change at Trinity and I know change is hard. We are also in a season of new
beginnings and I know doing new things is hard. But we are also about to blaze the trail of this next
Great Adventure- together. Even with all of our feelings, our differences, our experiences, our
opinions…we are called to be the people of God in such a time and place as this. And while the journey
ahead may be complicated, may ruffle a few feathers, may offer a peace that passes all kinds of
understanding…it will also be a Great Adventure. Full of new opportunities, new relationships, times
for growth, time to heal, space to be who God is calling us to be in order to further the kingdom of
Jesus Christ.
I must admit, I am a little nervous. Nervous for my children as they start new schools, for our
family as we settle into our new home and community, nervous for my relationships with family and
friends as my schedule changes, nervous for myself and this faith community that we are going to be
able to find a way forward together. But even with all of these nerves…one thing has never shaken me.
I have never doubted or wondered where God has been in the midst of it all. And while God has not
always been where I wanted God to be…God has very much been present and I know will continue to
be. God will lead us into this Glorious unknown. God will help us build up trust with our leaders in the
Church, God will help to heal our hearts and our spirits and God will do amazing things in the name of
Jesus!
My prayer today is that each and every one of you reading this, will join us on this adventure. It
will be different, it may be scary, it will definitely be fun and I promise it will be the next Great
Adventure of your life…for a life in Christ is life like no other!
Be sure to introduce yourself when I see you in Church! Looking forward to it!!
Blessings,
Pastor Erica

Good News!
Jamesly Pierre

Hoving Home Renovation

Here he is...the little boy in
Haiti that your Missions
Ministry Team has voted to
sponsor in memory of Pastor
Frank! We all know that a part
of Frank's heart was in Haiti,
and we felt this was a great
way to honor his memory!

Hoving Home has
been renovating/
updating their new
Worship-Learning
Room at the home
in Oxford. Your
Missions Ministry
Team voted to
provide the funds
for two bookcases.

Jamesly Pierre is between 6-8
years old. We voted for a full
sponsorship: Jamesly will be
living at Our Father's House
orphanage and attending
school at Light & Peace
Christian School.
Please lift Jamesly up in
prayer...for good health, for
safety, and for a growing
relationship with our Lord.
If you would like to consider sponsoring a Haitian
orphan, contact Kristen Edwards, the sponsorship
coordinator
for
Dayspring
Ministries,
at
mkedwards0409@yahoo.com. Yearly sponsorships
are available for just the orphanage or a full
sponsorship which is both orphanage and school.

The ladies of Hoving Home have a garden! Your
Missions Ministry Team helped establish the garden
plot, and the ladies are growing vegetables and herbs
for their own use in meals preparation.

The WEMA Health Foundation
At the April meeting of the Trinity Missions Ministry
Team, we heard a very interesting and compelling
presentation by Leah Wandera re: the WEMA Health
Foundation. Your team voted to provide scholarships
for two girls for the current academic year. These
scholarships provide their academic fee, uniform,
shoes, hygiene supplies, and transport to the school.
For more information re: WEMA and to see updated
information about our girls, please see the Missions
Ministry bulletin board, located on the wall leading into
Starr Hall.

Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him.
~Psalm 127:3

Staying Connected
United Methodist Men

Women Growing in Faith Retreat

By Bill Blaskopf

On Friday June 10th we had 31 people attend
the Somerset Patriots against the Akron
RubberDucks baseball game. We were part of a
season high attendance of over 8,000
attendees.
Our June 11th breakfast also had a baseball
theme. After enjoying yet another great
breakfast, Bill Blaskopf gave a short
presentation on” Strange but True” baseball
facts.
The next UMM breakfast will be September
10th. The program is not yet set, but we are
already scheduling programs for next year. If
you have an idea of a program that would be
appropriate for the UMM, please contact us.
We wish everyone a safe and Blessed summer.
Always remember, Everyone is invited to UMM
breakfasts. Among our goals is to provide: a
sense
of
community,
a
meaningful
presentation, and a fantastic breakfast.

Our retreat this year will again be at Star Lake
Camp and Conference Center in Bloomingdale, NJ.
It is about a 50 – 60 minute drive from
Hackettstown. The setting is gorgeous and serene,
with walking trails around the lake, for those of us
who want outside exercise, and a small exercise
room inside, shuffleboard on the deck, a gazebo
for relaxing, and various chairs outside to take in
the view. Each room sleeps two and has its own
private bathroom. There is a wonderful common
room lounge area with views of the lake as well as
a game room. Our meals will be provided by the
staff of Star Lake.
The date for the retreat is October 14-15. The cost
will be $94 and a payment in full or a deposit of
$45 is required to reserve your spot.
We will be starting the sign ups in August, with
final payments and reservations due no later than
October 2. No reservations can be taken after that
date due to our obligations to the conference
center. Further information will be given after your
reservation and deposit is received.
Everyone who attended in prior years at Star Lake
was very excited about this location. We are
looking forward to another year of spiritual growth
and fun as we gather again.

Staying Connected
Trinity's Memorial Garden and
Columbarium

The Growing Generosity Ministry
Team

By Rev. Dr. Deb De Vos

The team formerly known as In His Steps…is now
The Growing Generosity Ministry Team!

Our beautiful Columbarium surrounded by an
attractive garden has niches available for
purchase. These niches will hold the
cremains of your loved one and provide a
familiar, peaceful resting place for families to
visit. If you would like further information,
call the church office.

Our name has changed but not our mission. As
followers of Jesus we are all called to serve God
and God’s children with everything we have. This is
not a one time or once a year thing, but rather a way
of life that is evidence of our discipleship. The
team’s mission is twofold. First it includes
educating on generosity as a significant aspect of
our discipleship. Generosity is something that
happens every day as a response to the abundance
that God pours into our lives, abundance in all
areas of our lives. Generosity happens in many
ways. We each have time we can share to do God’s
work of service and justice. We all have talents that
God has given us to share with our church for the
mission of the Church. We also have financial
resources to share to fund the ministries of the
church. The second part of our mission is to
encourage everyone to pledge and give to our
church in all these ways. No matter how big or
small your participation matters. We need everyone
involved in our ministry in all ways in order to
continue to serve God as we are called to do. We all
need to be generous to fulfill our mission as a
fellowship seeking to share the word and love of
Jesus Christ with all. Join us in growing our
generosity!

Staying Connected
Thrift Shop News
By Maureen Storey

Welcome to Trinity’s new Pastor Erica!! We’ve
been waiting for you!
July is hard upon us. It’s been hot since May.
What else happened in May? The thredUP
Annual Report came out, which lets us know
how things are going in the larger world of
thrift and resale business. I thought I would
share a few items with you and why they are
important in today’s world.
First: “Resale is a powerful solution to the
fashion industry’s wastefulness.”
Have you heard of ‘Fast Fashion’? Inexpensive
clothing produced rapidly by mass-market
retailers in response to the latest trends. It
focuses on what is trending. Trends don’t last.
Consumers may wear an item only 3 to 5 times
before disposing of it, and they fill up the
landfills. Waste!
Secondhand purchases displaced nearly one
billion new clothing purchases in 2021. That’s
good news!! Go thrift!

Nearly 2 in 3 consumers believe their individual
consumption habits have a significant impact on
the planet. Let’s make that an even bigger change.
We were given this planet to care for. We need to
do a better job!
Second: “In an inflationary environment, resale is
a bright spot for the consumer.”
We at the Thrift keep costs low on quality items
which are new or gently used, helping consumers
stretch their dollars. The more often you buy from
a resale/thrift shop the better for your wallet and
the better for the environment.
Resale is expected to grow 16x faster than the
broader retail clothing sector by 2026. So, climb
aboard the resale train and shop secondhand at
the Thrift Shop.
The best part of all? What we do helps others who
are in need. You can help, too!
How can you be a part of this growing movement
to help save the planet and your pocketbook?
Shop with us. Donate to us. Recommend us to
others. Volunteer with us! We always need help.
Check us out on Facebook – Trinity Thrift Shop.
On Instagram – trinitythriftshop211. On eBay –
Trinity Thrift 1833. Better yet, drop in, say hi and
take a look around. We’d love to meet you!

Ministry Opportunities
Appalachia Service Project
By Carolyn Nicholas

The ASP Team will be traveling to central
Appalachia the week of July 17. Please join us in
prayer as we ask the Lord to keep our students
and leaders safe as they prepare to leave for their
mission where they will serve a community in
need.
Dear Lord,
We thank you that each person is taking time
out of their busy lives to serve You by
serving others. Thank you that You have
spoken to their hearts and that they are
willing to venture outside of their homes,
neighborhoods and comfort zones. Keep them
strong mentally, physically and spiritually.
Give them safe travels, energy and
enthusiasm and an ability to be flexible when
plans change.
May their arrival at their destination be a
sign of Your love to those they serve.
May they be true ambassadors for Christ
through their actions, both with those they
serve and with their fellow team members.
As they see and experience different ways of
life, give them new perspective on their lives
and about the things that really matter most.
Give them the joy of service. Strengthen their
faith and reliance on You.
And so Father, we ask that you bless the
mission project, the team members and
leaders, those they serve and the team
member’s families back home.
Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to
actively work in a meaningful way in Your
wonderful Kingdom.
Amen.

Vacation Bible School News!
Get ready for a howling good time this summer at VBS! It's going to be MONUMENTAL!
This year's VBS Monumental is going to be full of Bible adventures, games, music, snacks, high fives
and WOWs!
At Trinity, we are doing a lot more than simply entertaining kids, we have a powerful purpose at the heart
of every activity - helping kids experience Jesus' love.
So join us from July 25th to July 29th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, register here:
https://vbspro.events/p/events/we-are-back

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;
~Psalm 24:1

Announcements
With Deepest Sympathy
To Pat Curtin on the death of his daughter, Mary Curtin Caesar.
To Karen Fowler on the death of her mother, Melba Tesh
To the Trinity friends of Ruth Segretti

Baptisms
On May 28th we celebrated the Baptism of Issac Austin Weber, Son of Julius and Jenna Somogyi.
In June we celebrated the Baptism of:
Benjamin Charles Houser, Son of Andrew Houser and Allyson Koch, grandson of Kim Koch
Aliyah Marie Ortiz, Daughter of Emmanuel Ortiz and Amanda Carlucci
Adalyn Nicole Parichuk, Daughter of Joseph and Nicole Parichuk
Brady Phillip Swenson, Son of Gil and Julia Swenson, grandson of Phillip and Patricia Roehrich, great
grandson of Ken and Joan Roehrich

Coming Events
Pastor Erica Munoz Welcomed, Saturday July 2nd, 5:00 pm with a reception following the service
Pastor Erica Munoz Welcomed, Sunday July 3rd, 10:00 am with a reception following the service
Vacation Bible School, July 25th - July 29th, 9:00 am - 12:00 noon

Employment Opportunities
Job descriptions and applications are available on our website or from the church office.
Thrift Shop Mover – For several hours a week to pick up and deliver furniture for the Furniture
Gallery. Availability on Saturdays is required.
Director of Children’s Ministry – The mission of this position is to share the love and word of Jesus
Christ with children – nursery through 5th grade – and their families, through a variety of children’s
ministry opportunities, such as in-person, virtual, and family outreach ministries.
Director of High School Ministry - The mission of this position is to share the love and word of
Jesus Christ with High School aged youth (grades 9-12).

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” ~ Joshua 1:9

